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Holy Week At Fort Hill UMC
April 14 - April 20
Holy Week begins on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 14th, and ends with the celebration of Easter the following Sunday. This year the worship opportunities we have planned begin Palm/Passion Sunday, with the
story of the events of that Sunday, and what followed. Then we will gather on Thursday
evening, the 18th to remember the Lord’s Supper and its deeper meaning for our lives in
the face of our human failings and sinful frustrations. ( see article below) That service will
address the deeper meaning of Grace that Jesus came to share and live out for us. Then
we will gather for worship on the 21st to once again hear the message and promise of
Easter. God never intended for Easter to stand alone in our lives, but to be the exclamation point on the Grace that God seeks to give us throughout our lives, for our own good
and for God’s service, Kingdom and ultimate Glory. So, come and celebrate Holy Week here at Fort Hill United Methodist Church, and may God truly bless you in and through it all.

Join Us On Maundy Thursday
Our Maundy Thursday Service will be held
on April 18 at 6:30 p.m. in Oxford Hall, but we will
be moving to the Welcome Center portico area (weather permitting) for a special spiritual opportunity that is part of
our service. Then, we will return to Oxford Hall for the remembrance of the
Lord’s Supper. So, mark your calendar, invite your family and friends, and
plan to attend this special service of
grace and forgiveness.

Music for the
Mission Concert
Fort Hill United
Methodist Church
Sunday, April 28
3:00 p.m.
Freewill Offering Proceeds
to benefit
Park View Community Missions
See Page 4 for more details!

Easter Breakfast to be Held
Sunday, April 21 at 9:00 a.m.
Come join our church family in celebrating the
wonder of Easter as we feast together at breakfast on
Easter Sunday. This is a "covered dish" meal, so
bring your favorite breakfast
casserole, breakfast bread or
pastry, or fruit and join the festivities. Sign up, using the reservation card in the pew
racks, or by calling Mary
Siegle (434-384-6951) or the church office. Reservations are not required, but it helps greatly with planning. See you for Breakfast on April 21!!!!

Bring your baskets!!!
We are having an Easter Egg
Hunt on Easter Sunday, directly after
the service. Meet at the church playground. Two age groups: Kindergarten
and under and 1st thru 5th grade.
There will be a golden egg for each
age group.
If you would like to make a monetary donation for candy, please send it to the Church office
and label it “Egg Hunt”.
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But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him,
just as he told you.”
Mark 16: 6-7
It’s April, and, for many of us, our thoughts are turning to all things outside. It’s time for flowers,
leaves on the trees, warmer weather, and gardening. It’s time for outdoor activities and planning vacations,
cookouts and hikes, and just enjoying nature again. That is what the change of seasons can do for us, a
fresh start in the fresh air. Spring is the season of new beginnings.
And that is what Easter proclaims, and why we celebrate it at this time of year. It is wonderful to see
the blooming flowers, leaves back on the trees, all the color and growing warmth and sunshine (particularly
after this past winter with all that precipitation). But Easter gives us something that Spring does not! Easter
gives us the proclamation of Life, Eternal Life. Where Spring changes into Summer, then Fall, then Winter,
Easter’s message and presence stays with us, if we have faith and stay focused on the message of the Angel.
The Angel said to the women that we need not grieve, for things are not as they seem. Jesus is not in
the Tomb, because he has Risen, Resurrected. Resurrection is different from just coming back to life. That
is resuscitation, such as when a person does when he or she suffers a heart attack and is shocked back to
life, or a victim of drowning, that is resuscitated and breathing again. Each of those persons may receive a
new lease on life, but eventually they will die, and it will be permanent from a purely physical sense. But Jesus was not resuscitated, he Rose out of the Tomb a victor over the grave, death and the limitation of this
earthly existence.
But not only is Easter a proclamation of a whole new Life with eternal consequences, it is also a Spiritual Resurrection, a chance to know and celebrate new life after old mistakes. Another part of the story that
we often pay less attention to is the message of the Angel to the women to go to the disciples, and Peter,
and tell them that they should go to Galilee where they will see him. It may seem simple, but the message is
powerful. For in those words we have the message of forgiveness, a fresh start from past mistakes, a new
lease on the life for our souls. Easter is the ultimate proclamation of grace to sinners. Jesus’ resurrection is
not just life after death, but life after sin, new life after failed dreams, fallen natures, major misunderstandings.
With Easter we get a message that we can be made new even before we experience physical death.
So, while you may celebrate the joys of Spring with all its new growth and warmer opportunities, don’t
forget the message of the Angel at Easter of the New Life we have in Christ, a new life out of old mistakes,
and Eternal Life when this earthly life is over.
Sincerely Yours In Christ, Ron

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our current prayer
concerns are as follows:
Guggenheimer
Sentra Meadow View Terrace
Others who need our prayers:
Elizabeth English
(Clarksville, VA)
Nancy Billingsley
Mike & Ellen Hill
Madeline Bush
Dodie Fauber
Anne Tucker
Bryan & Lisa Garra
The Summit
Williams Home
Doris Thompson
Doris Conner
Max Wilmer
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April’s Featured Library Book

April Communion Offering
to Benefit Miriam’s House

Modern Science in the Bible
by Ben Hobrink, Howard Books, 2011

One half of our communion offering received
on the first Sunday in April, will be given to support
Miriam’s House, a local in-house organization that
strives to “End Homelessness and
Rebuild Lives Through Empowerment of Women and Families.”
The other half of the offering will
go to our own Local Relief Fund,
which is sent to Interfaith Outreach
Association, to help those in need of rental or utility
assistance, etc.

“The Bible is irrelevant! That old book has nothing to do with me!” Have you ever heard those
words from people around you? Did you know
that the Bible was thousands of years ahead of
science when it was written? Ben Hobrink leads
us through facts about nutrition,
health, hygiene, agriculture and geology that are not found in other ancient texts. This book, written in
layman’s terms for easier understanding, demonstrates the scientific facts from the Bible that modern
science has only recently discovered. The Bible is a source of scientific information that supports what we know about today’s
world.

Will you show your interest in children,
who have no home, by giving generously to the communion offering the first Sunday in April? One never
knows who he/she will rescue.

*********************************
A note from our librarian: When making your
book selection, fill out a card with the book number found inside the front of the book, date it, and
sign your name. When the book is returned,
place it on the desk in the library. The librarian
will return the book to the shelves. Thank you Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

UMW Circle Meeting Dates
Wise Moon - Tuesday, April 2, 12:00
noon at church in Oxford
Hall (bring a bag lunch &
drink)
Martha - Tuesday, April 2, 1:00 p.m. in the church
Conference Room
Genesis - Tuesday, April 2, 7:00 p.m., at the home of
Becky Spangler, 220 Paulette Circle

Everyone is invited to go with members of the
Genesis Circle, on April 30, to the Henry Fork Service
Center near Rocky Mount, VA. Carpool will leave the
church parking lot at 10:00 a.m. that morning, stopping
along the way for lunch (Dutch treat) before arriving at
the Center at 1:30 p.m. They will be back in Lynchburg
by 4:00 or 4:30 p.m.
The Henry Fork Service Center was established
in 1967 in an abandoned service station. Fort Hill UMW
has supported them for many years. The Center offers
after-school programs and summer activities for underprivileged children in that area.
If you are interested in going, please contact
Ann Vincent at 540-586-6923, or any Genesis Circle
member.

Answer: D (See John 12:1-3.)

Genesis Circle to Visit
Henry Fork Service Center

Book Club to Meet in April
The next Book Club meeting will be held
on Wednesday, April 24, at 1:00 p.m. at Blue
Ridge Bar-B-que on Timberlake Road. The book
that will be discussed is Eleanor - A Spiritual Biography, by Harold Ivan Smith. Come join us!

UMW To Observe
Call to Prayer and Self Denial
Each year, during Lent, the UMW has a
program which calls us to “Prayer and Self Denial.” This involves being very intentional about
observing Lent as a time to grow closer to God.
Spending more time in prayer and Bible reading, and less time indulging ourselves, is a way
to start. UMW members are encouraged
“give up” something during Lent, and give
the money saved to a special offering that
goes directly to programs that help women and
children. If giving something up isn’t possible for
you, then observe Lent by ADDING something
to your daily routine that will draw you closer to
God. A slight change in routine for 40 days may
change your life.
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A Word From Amos

Remember Your Easter
Special Offering!

. Once again, this is your little church mouse,
Amos, speaking out for some in our church who go
the second mile in their service to God. I am speaking, once again, of the group of women, and even
one man, who go that extra distance to be the gracious presence of God to others in
their time of need. Recently, I have
seen many in this church wrestle with
the loss of those who are part of our
family here at Fort Hill. I have heard
your cries of “How many more, O
God?” Almost every week, for six
weeks, we have dealt with the loss of
someone who was part of us, whose
fellowship and presence we will miss. And in response to this time of need, both for the immediate
family and the church family as well, these ladies,
and that one man, have come together and provided a little food and drink and a space to gather to
share memories and support. They have sought, in
their own special way, to feed both body and soul.
It has not always been easy, and with the recent
frequency, has proven a little depressing. And yet,
they still rallied and gathered their resources to be
present and gracious, compassionate and kind, a
real expression of God’s loving presence to those
who need it, and may find it difficult to see. So, I
once again give a shout out to Mary Siegle and her
wonderful women and that one man, who made of
themselves the hands and feet of
God here at Fort Hill.

In year's past, our special Easter Offering has
been designated to help missionaries OR to pay our
World Service apportionment in full. World Service is
another way of reaching around the globe to help others.
At a recent Finance Committee
meeting, it was decided that this
year’s offering will be split evenly
between our World Service apportionment, which is $5,664 this year,
and our upcoming roof repairs. With
that in mind, please prayerfully consider what you might want to give, in appreciation for
what Christ sacrificed for us all.

You Are Invited!
Come lift your voice in praise with the Sanctuary Choir Easter Sunday, April 21!
This is a wonderful opportunity for those who
enjoy singing, but have difficulty making the ongoing
commitment to the Sanctuary Choir. All interested
persons are invited to attend rehearsals Thursday,
April 4 and Thursday, April 11. Though choir rehearsals begin at 7:00 p.m., we will rehearse the
Easter music from 7:30 – 8:00 p.m. Contact Janet,
or any choir member, for more information. ALL
ARE WELCOME!

Music for the Mission Benefit Concert
Sunday, April 28 at 3:00 p.m.
Make plans to come and enjoy an afternoon of music provided by
many Lynchburg musicians! There will be singers, handbell ringers, a
brass quintet, string quartet, harpist, pianists, organists as well at the
Children’s Choir from West Lynchburg Baptist
Church..
The concert is free and open to the public, so
invite your family and friends to join you. A freewill offering will be received with all
proceeds going to Park View Community Mission.
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4/1
4/1
4/4
4/4
4/5
4/5
4/8
4/8
4/8
4/10
4/10

Terry Stinson
Isabella Zelaya
Sam Green
Chris Loud
Frank Billingsley
Philip Roark
Tom Chilton
Mary Wootton
Kassidy Bell
Shelby Phipps
Bev Conner

4/10
4/10
4/10
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/14
4/17

Brandon Conner
Christina Bingham
Ryan Sullivan
Greg Blanks
Sarah Huffer
Charlie Marsh
Stacey Wilkes
Cameron Byrd
Samuel Saville
Doris Conner

4/18
4/18
4/20
4/22
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/25
4/26
4/26

Becky Spangler
Edwin Glass
Robin Salyer
Hill Jones
Gary Miller
Benjamin Blanks
John Hamilton
John Siegle
Frank Coleman
Don Knott

4/26
4/28
4/28
4/28
4/28
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/30
4/30

Grant Seale
Audrey Padgett
David Billingsley
Tracy Daniels
Landen Wheelous
Martha Blanks
Carolyn Phelps
Bill Moseley
Wendy Meese
Isabella Wheelous

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

April Wedding Anniversaries
4/1 Gayle & Shelby Phipps
4/14 Jack & Cassie Muratore

58 years
7 years

4/10 Les & Patty Marsh
4/16 Mike & Brittany Mistretta

43 years
8 years

Miscellaneous
Thank you to all the women of
the church who so generously make
food and willingly help to provide
lunch for family and friends after funeral services. When we all work together, the task
is much easier. Thank you!!
-Mary Siegle
Thank you to the Fort Hill Church family for
their support of Churches for Urban ministry and the
numerous programs of this faith-based organization.
–Charlie Sumpter

Easter Lily Orders Being Taken
We always have beautiful lilies on our altar on
Easter morning. This year, the cost is $20 per lily.
Deadline for ordering is April 7! Please use the
order form below to order your Easter lily OR you may
give a gift to our Capital Improvements Fund in
memory or honor of someone. All lilies and other
contributions will be listed in a special insert in Easter
Sunday’s bulletin.

Easter Lily Order
We extend our sympathy to
Max Wilmer and family upon the
death of his wife Frances “Chinkey”
Wilmer on February 26; to Ramona
Davis upon the death of her brother,
Allen Hicks of Raleigh, NC, on March 1; and to Dot
Morcom upon the death of her brother, Marvin Unger, on March 8.

Please order ______ lily in memory of:
_______________________________________
OR in honor of:___________________________
I would rather give a gift to the Capital
Improvement Fund in the amount of ______ that
is in memory of __________________________
or in honor of ____________________________
Your name _____________________________
NOTE: Please pick up your lily after the Easter
service. Flowers left will not be taken to shutins. Thank you!
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Sun

Mon

1
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

7

8

Holy
Communion

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

14

Easter Sunday
9:00 Easter
Breakfast

2
12:00 Wise Moon
Circle
1:00 Martha Circle
2:00 Food truck

Wed

3

3:00 Park View
Benefit Concert

4

7:00 Genesis
Circle

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

9

10
7:00 AM Men’s
Group

11

15

16

17

18

23

29

6

12

13

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
9-11 REACH
pickup

24
7:00 AM Men’s
Group
1:00 Book Club

10:00 - 2:00
Parkview
Workday

9:00 LU Bus Tour
& lunch

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

Church
Office
Closed

5

7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

6:30 SPRC

22

Sat

2:00 JOY Team
5:00 Backpacks
- FHUMC

5:00 Backpacks
- Peakland UMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

2:00 Food truck
3:30 - 5:30
REACH pickup

Fri

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

28

Thu

7:00 Finance
Committee

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

21

Tue

19

20

Good Friday

6:30 Maundy
Thursday
Service
7:45 Sanctuary
Choir

25

26

27

5:00 Backpacks
- FHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

30

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group
2:00 Food truck

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Confirmation Class
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary &
Children’s Church 1st & 3rd Sundays
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THE BOX SCORE
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of
the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1
Average worship attendance in 2018 - 130
Average worship attendance as of March 17, 2019 - 124
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to the
test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2019 as approved by the Church Council is:
$442,242
We need an average of $8,504.66 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 11 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $9,371.76
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

Only 7 Dates Left on Flower Chart
If you are looking for a way to honor or memorialize
someone, you might want to consider placing flowers on
the altar on one of the seven Sunday dates left. To do
so, you can check the new Flower Chart in the office hallway, beside the water fountain. Options are:
1. The two brass urn arrangements for $68 total
OR
2. An arrangement for the altar table for $38.
Just sign your name beside the date that you want,
and put a “T” or an “U” beside your
name to indicate which size arrangement you want. Place your check for
$68 or $38 in one of the special envelopes provided at the chart, along with
the wording that you wish to be in the
bulletin, and put the envelope in the collection plate or bring to the church office.
If you wish a certain color or particular type of flower,
just let the church office know, and it will be taken care
of.

Do You Enjoy Jigsaw Puzzles?
Come help yourself to a puzzle from the assortment of puzzles in the vestibule outside the choir room
(at Wilson St. entrance) Feel free to drop off unwanted
puzzles for others to enjoy. When returning puzzles,
please make sure the boxes are taped so puzzle pieces will not fall out and get lost. Thank you!

From the Hill
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536
Times of Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Ronald A. Litten, Pastor
ron@forthillumc.com
littenra@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Hawkins, Minister of Music &
Congregational Care
janet@forthillumc.com
Chris Loud, Communications Director
Chris.loud50@gmail.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Crystal Womack Nursery Coordinator
crystal.womack72@yahoo.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040
“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture
God’s people so they can
CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.”
-Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement

Bible Quiz
After Jesus raises Lazarus
from death, what does his
family do to thank Jesus?
A. They host a dinner for
him.
B. Martha serves the meal.
C. Mary anoints Jesus’ feet
with an extravagant amount of expensive
perfume.
D. All of the above.
Answer found on page 3.

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Ronald A. Litten
Pastor
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Music & Congregational
Care
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline
is APRIL 15TH! Please
submit SHORT
articles by this date.
Thank you!

Join FHUMC for a Liberty Bus TOUR
Thursday, April 11th

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Have you ever wondered what was in all those buildings on the Liberty University campus? Well, here is a
chance to find out!
We will carpool from the church at 9:00 a.m. If you would prefer, you can meet us on campus at the Hancock Welcome Center by 9:20 a.m.. Enter campus via the new Wards Road
tunnel. Continue straight up the hill, go under the new large pedestrian
bridge, and Hancock Welcome Center will be the big new building on the
right, past the bridge and near the stadium. Some limited parking is available in front of the building. Carpooling may be best. LUNCH will follow at
Vinny’s on Wards Road at 12 noon – Dutch treat, of course!
Reservations are NECESSARY for the FREE tour and would be helpful for
lunch too. Sign up by Monday, April 8th, for both events. You may use the
sign up cards in the pew, call the church office or use the sign up sheet in
the Welcome Center. Please specify tour and/or lunch. If you have further
questions, please contact Becky Spangler at 434-237-1812.

