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2018 Virginia Conference Convention
Was Impressive!
The Virginia United Methodist Annual Conference was held in Hampton, June 15 - 17. Fort Hill’s
delegates, Greg and Ann Vincent, attended, along with
Pastor Ron and Janet Hawkins. Below is a report from
Greg and Ann. We thank them for representing Fort
Hill UMC for us:
New to the convention . . . What joy to be
members of the United Methodist community !!! The
speakers were awesome with many different ideas
and topics. The strength of the commitment of these
people towards the UMC
makes us realize what faith
group we are a member of
today.
We are charged
with the future of the UMC,
what part we will play in it,
and the direction we must
go as it changes daily, according to those we heard
speak at the Convention.
The speakers ranged from Rev. Tom Belin, who spoke
about inclusion of all, to what the mission of the church
is today. Who is the faith community? What is the unity of the church, and who will be seeking the church?
The UMC has these issues to resolve and, with our
involvement, they can be taken care of through our
commitment to the UMC.
We attended the Laity session to discover the
purpose we unfold together as disciples of Jesus
Christ (1 Peter 4:10). What are our gifts from GOD can we share them in the community? We were reminded of our commitment to service through Jesus as
He observed others.
The Conference was an opportunity that everyone should experience once in their lifetime. Through
Jesus all things are possible, not some, which we
were reminded of daily at the UMC Convention!

August, 2018

The Wait is Over!
The Time Has Finally Arrived!!!
What have we been waiting for since last
year? Why, our annual church-wide picnic, of
course! If you missed out on the fun last year,
then mark your calendar now to get in on the fun
this year! Here are the details:
Who’s Invited?

Everyone!

When?

Saturday, August 4
12 Noon - rain or shine

Where?

Bernard’s Landing
Clubhouse Deck at Smith
Mountain Lake
(driving directions & map on
page 7)

What to do?
Call the church office by
Tuesday, July 31, and let us know you want in on
the fun! Cook up your favorite picnic goodie: veggie, salad, dessert, beverages (fried chicken will
be provided)
Meet at the church
at 10:00 a.m. to carpool.
Oh, and be sure to bring
your fishing pole and gear,
swimming suit and towels to
enjoy the adjacent lake and
pool. Dressing room is available.
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“What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare his own
Son but gave him up for us all, will he not also give us all things with him?”
Romans 8: 31 – 32
Have you ever noticed that there are so many different views about God? One group seems to only
want to focus on God’s wrath and anger toward sinners, while another group only seems to see God’s deep
and wide Love. On one hand God seems to be an eternal policeman poised to catch us sinning just so he
can lock us up in Hell. On another hand God seems to be an indulgent grandfather who only sees us as
good, and wants spoil us, regardless of our behaviors.
Which God is the God of the Bible? Which one of these God images reflects the teachings of Jesus?
The answer, neither! They are both inaccurate expressions of the God we hear about in scripture and the
God Jesus seeks to make known to us.
Confusing? Certainly!
But the confusion is not coming from the Bible or the teachings of Jesus, they are coming from ourselves, our limited, ignorant and quite often self-centered religious ideas. Some people only want to see God
as a serious disciplinarian, while others only want to concentrate on the loving, forgiving aspects of God. The
problem is God is quite emphatically both, and the one aspect of God gives balance to the other.
Let me put this another way! Is God serious about Sin? Absolutely! Paul in the sixth chapter of Romans declares: “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?” However, just because God is serious about sin does
not mean that God hates sinners. If that were true the very life and teachings of Jesus would not make sense
at all. On the other hand, if God is a God of love and forgiveness then why are some putting so much focus
on God’s Law and Wrath?
Again, does this all sound confusing?
It will, that is until we strike the balance, the same balance God is seeking to strike in us. Yes, sin is
serious, but not for the reasons we to often think. Sin is not so wrong because it is a breaking of the rules; no,
it is because it is a breech in our relationship with God. Sin creates a chasm between us and God that we
cannot fill, or bridge in order to get back in a right relationship with God. Sin must always be atoned for; a
price must be paid to balance the books with God.
Whenever we break with God through sin we will find ourselves outside the Will of God and therefore
outside the Spirit of God, “How can we who died to sin still live in it?” The problem is how do we make
all our wrongs right? How can we correct all our mistakes? How can any of us get back into a right relationship when we continue to sin even when we don’t recognize it?
What is impossible for us is possible for God. That is where God’s love and forgiveness comes in. It
does not just wipe the slate clean, but seeks to clean the soul of the sinner. We must be made anew in the
Spirit of Christ. Just as you can’t put a new patch on an old wine skin (because it will not hold), we cannot
have a fresh start with God while we hold onto our old sinful ways.
God loves us, Jesus taught us that. But what is that love like. Is it indulgent, a spoiling love that only
makes spoiled brats of us? By no means! It is a healing love, a love that seeks to correct a child so the child
can grow up to be a responsible adult. God’s Grace seeks to make us into the people we were originally created to be. It works more like medicine than it does like candy. It is good, but not always sweet. Sometimes
Grace will taste bitter because it shows us where we have been wrong, but it becomes sweet as it calls us to
turn back to God and grow in the Spirit so we can be our better selves. God is more intent in keeping us out
of hell than putting us there.
I have come to know the Grace that saves me, not as a free pass for my mistakes and sins, but more
as a trip to the doctor who diagnoses my illness and prescribes treatment. Like the taking of an antibiotic that
kills the bacteria that attacks my body, Grace seeks to attack the infection of my soul, seeking to kill off selfish
desires and misguided ideals that get in the way of God’s eternal blessings.

Page 3

So, God is serious about sin, but desperately wants to save every sinner. So, when we hear of God’s
wrath and anger toward sinful behavior we must remember it is because that behavior is hurting one of God’s
children. And if there is one thing the Bible is very clear on is that God takes the love and security of us very
seriously. And that includes everyone!
In the Spirit of Christ,
Ron

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or
recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our prayer
concerns for July are as follows:
Guggenheimer
The Summit
Westminster-Canterbury
Others who need
Elizabeth English
Doris Thompson
Charlie Plunkett
our prayers:
Max Wilmer
Dale Almond
Heritage Green
Sentara Meadow View Terrace
Nancy Billingsley
Louise Ashwell
Valley View
(Clarksville, VA)
Dot Dawson
Jo Bennett
Madeline Bush
Lisa Garra
Seven Hills Hospice
Sue Gay
Emeline Hanway
Peyton Haywood
Mike & Ellen Hill
Gayle Phipps

August Communion Offering
to Benefit TOP
One half of the communion offering received
on the first Sunday of August, will be given to TOP,
Teens Opposing Poverty. TOP works to develop
ministries that give youth and young adults the opportunity to interact with homeless and poor people,
throughout Virginia. Fort Hill
UMC Youth have been a very
influential part of bringing TOP
to Lynchburg. Your support of
the TOP Ministry will help the
poor and homeless.
The other half of the offering will go to our own
Local Relief Fund, which is sent to Interfaith Outreach Association, to help those in need of rental or
utility assistance, etc.

Book Club to Meet in August
The next Book Club meeting will be held on
Wednesday, August 22, at 1:00 p.m. at Givens Book
Store Café on Lakeside Drive. The book that will be
discussed is Buff Corinth by Ladine Houfholder.
Come join us!

A Word From Amos
Hello my Fort Hill church family! It’s me,
your little church mouse, Amos, again. I wanted
to share with you a great big shout out to all
those who worked so hard, and gave so much of
themselves, for the Vacation Bible
School Week we had here in
June. So many people doing so
many things to make the events
of the week so successful. All the
music, Scott, and that other guy
who kept everyone anticipating
what was coming next. But there
were so many more people behind the scenes who gave of
themselves to do even the little things that made
the week so great. There were Ann Vincent,
Mindy Zelaya, Bonnie Kiger, Mark Lowe and
many more who worked so hard to make the Bible School a great success. It took everyone!
Everyone who participated made Bible School a
success, no matter how small or great their contribution. So, thank you to all of you who came
and worked at Bible School. Well done you good
and faithful servants!
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From Our Librarian . . .
Feathered, by Deborah Kerbel
Kids Can Press, 2016.
Set in 1980, this is the story of an 11-year-old
girl, Finch, who is exposed to a lot in her young life:
her father has died, her mother is depressed, she has
no friends and has a mean teacher! Things begin to
change for Finch when a new family moves in next
door, with two girls, including one her own age. As
the story continues, in spite of her sadness and the problems facing her,
Finch gains confidence and strength.
She is a truly good person who wants
to help others, but she just doesn't
know where to start.
This book is an easy and quick read, yet the
author introduces us to difficult topics such as bullying
and child abduction, all through the eyes of Finch.
Although the book is geared to young adults or middle-grade children, it also offers a springboard for further discussions, such as the importance of kindness,
how to help when others are grieving, and learning to
be a friend.
*********************************
A note from our librarian: A new checkout/return
procedure is now in place in the church library.
Make your book selection and fill out a card with the
book number found inside the front of the book, date
it, and sign your name. There is no set time limit for
books checked out. This is on the honor system.
When the books are returned, place them on the desk
in the library. The librarian will return the books to the
shelves. Thank you.
-Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

Wanted: All Handbell Ringers
(And Prospective Ringers)
Plan now to attend the annual “Bell Bash” as
we prepare for the next year of handbells. We will
meet in the handbell rehearsal room on Wednesday,
August 8, at 7:00 p.m. This event is a must for everyone who plans to ring bells at Fort Hill in the fall.
Enjoy ice cream, organize and plan for the
2018-2019 year, polish handbells and . . . of course,
fellowship! Bring your calendars and clean soft rags
to polish the bells.
Please contact Janet if you are interested in
ringing bells at Fort Hill this fall.

Fall Picnic for Fort Hill UMC
Musicians is Planned
Current and prospective Fort Hill musicians
(and Wannabe musicians) are invited to the annual Fall Kickoff covered dish picnic on Thursday,
August 16, at 6:00 p.m. This event will be held at
Heritage at Wyndhurst Clubhouse.
If you are not currently participating in the
music ministry, this gathering is reason enough to
join! Chicken and beverages will be provided.
Bring a salad, vegetables or a dessert to share.
Sign up in the Welcome Center, the choir room or
by calling the church office. Questions? Contact
Becky Spangler (237-1812) or Janet Hawkins (847
-1251 or 907-4810).
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8/1
8/2
8/2
8/2
8/4
8/5
8/7
8/8
8/8
8/11

Brad Cassidy
Ray Booth
Diane Thompson
Mary Carson Moser
Briannah Ecklund
Linda Fisher
Brittany Mistretta
Mary Kidd
Gray Wilkinson
Sarah Johnson

8/12
8/12
8/12
8/12
8/13
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/15
8/15

Donna Garner
Emma Kelly
John Hamilton
Michael Decker
Debra Miller
Roberta Litten
Anne Gardner
Ed Fielding
Sam Vest
Mason Grant

8/16
8/16
8/18
8/19
8/19
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/22
8/24

Ryan Englund
Casey Wrabley
Jenny Epperson
Jack Blackburn
Delbert Spangler
Warner Burford
Sylvia Morgan
Kim Bolinsky
David Almond
Robert Feese

8/24
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/29
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/31

Lynn Hughes
Maxine Wood
Scott Robertson
Tillie Hunter
Dennis Johnson
T. J. Beuerle
Matthew Robertson
Stuart Porter
Mickey Minnick
John Toney

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

August Wedding Anniversaries
8/2

Nathan & Allison Hunter

4 years

8/21 Don & Joyce Baker

36 years

8/13 Kenneth & Sherri Tolley

31 years

8/22 Don & Daryl Knott

25 years

8/16 Jim & Sandi Kiger

49 years

8/28 Max & Chinky Wilmer

65 years

8/20 John & Mary Ann Carter

63 years

8/28 Farrar & Nancy Marsh

64 years

8/28 Ed & Dana Whorton

54 years

Miscellaneous
We would like to thank all the
ladies that planned the New Beginnings.
Thank you to everyone that came and celebrated with us. It is great being a part of
the Fort Hill family! -Love, Cameron Byrd
and Cameron Roark
Dear Fort Hill Family, Thank you very much for
your care and concern, prayers and meals, visits and
calls during Lisa’s recent hospitalization. We love you!
-God bless, Lisa & Bryan Garra
Dear Fort Hill UMC, we want to thank everyone
for their part in providing such a wonderful memorial service and reception. We appreciate it so much. -Sincerely,
Andy, Steve & Susan Williams
Dear Fort Hill UMC Family, It is with great appreciation that I thank you for your condolences and acts of
kindness that you have shared with me since Martha’s
death. It was especially meaningful that the Hospitality
Committee provided a wonderful reception in late June for
our friends and family. Please continue to pray for us.
-Sincerely, Charlie Sumpter
Thank you Jeanette and Ronnie Seale for hosting
the Shepherds ice cream social in July. We are grateful
for your radical hospitality!

Thank you for the devotional book for
my graduation from Univ. of Central Florida.
My grandmother, Dot Morcom, sent it to me in
Florida after your graduate recognition in
June. Thank you for the thoughtful gift! I’m
blessed to have had so many supporting me
throughout my grad school journey over the
past couple of years. Thanks again!
-Randall Morcom

Can You Help?
I can't believe it but 2019 calendars
have already started coming. I have received
3. The Park View Calendar program is meeting a simple need for many people. Any extra
calendars, and other freebies that you get, and
do not need, please put them in my basket in
the Welcome Center , give them to me, or put
them in the pew where I usually sit, and I will
be glad to get them to PVCM. Thanks in advance for your help.
-Fred Fauber
We extend our sympathy to
Sherry Tolley and family upon the
death of her aunt, Linda Perry of
Madison Heights, on July 12.
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August, 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the
Sanctuary

5

6

Holy
Communion

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

7

Wed

1

7 AM
Men’s Group

8

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4
Church-wide
picnic at SML
Lunch at 12
Noon

9

10

7 AM Men’s
Group

11
10-2 Park View
work day

7:00 Bell Bash

12

19

13

14

15

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

10:00 Staff
Meeting
2:00 Food truck
Delivery
3:30 - 5:30
REACH pickup
& delivery

7 AM Men’s
Group
10-12 REACH
pickup &
delivery

21

22

20
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

6:00 Choir
Picnic at Wyndhurst Clubhouse

7 AM Men’s
Group
1:00 Book Club

26

27

28

29

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

7 AM Men’s
Group

7:00 Nominations Committee

5:00 FHUMC
serves meal at
Park View

Page 7

THE BOX SCORE

From the Hill

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1

is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536

Average worship attendance in 2017 - 139
Average worship attendance as of July 15, 2018 - 133
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2018 as approved by the Church
Council is: $437,681
We need an average of $8,416.95 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 28 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $9,922.96
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

Times of Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Ronald A. Litten, Pastor
ron@forthillumc.com
littenra@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Hawkins, Minister of Music &
Congregational Care
janet@forthillumc.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040

Driving Directions to Church-wide Picnic
Take Route 460 West to Route 122 exit at Bedford. Turn left on Route 122 and drive approximately 25 miles
south to Route 616 (Scruggs Road). Turn left on 616 and follow until you see the Bernard’s Landing sign at
Route 940 left turn. Once arriving at Bernard’s, continue past the sales office, marina, and restaurant on your
left. Proceed to the brick 2-story farmhouse/clubhouse. Turn right and park beside or behind the building.
Our picnic will be under the white tent on the deck.

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Ronald A. Litten
Pastor
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Music & Congregational
Care
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline is
AUGUST 15TH! Please submit
SHORT articles by this date to
assure inclusion. Thank you!

Choir Rehearsals Resume!
Celebration Ringers - Wednesday - September 5 at 7:00 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir - Thursday - September 6 at 7:00 p.m.

