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Christmas Eve Candlelight  
     Service Planned  

 

 On Christmas Eve, December 24, we 
will be celebrating the Christmas Story and 
Message at Fort Hill with a Service of Wor-
ship and Communion beginning at 7:00 
p.m.  It will be a special service of scripture, 
music, message and Holy Communion that 

you will not want to miss.  We hope to see you all this 
Christmas Eve at Fort Hill United Methodist Church. A 
nursery will be provided. 

Fort Hill UMC Hosting Many Events During December 

The Fort Hill UMC Staff wishes  
you and  your family a joyful 
and blessed holiday season! 

Advent Breakfast Planned 

 

 On Sunday, December 2, the first Sunday in Ad-
vent, a breakfast will be served in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00 a.m.  Breakfast casseroles, morning pastry items, 
fruit, juices, etc. will be needed.   If you plan to come, 
please fill out a reservation card found in the pews and 

indicate what you are willing to 
bring to share and how many will be 
in your party.  This helps us to know 
how to plan for the event.  Also, 
during that time, those who wish to 
do so, will have the opportunity to 
do the gift assessment to discover 
your spiritual gift(s).  This will be the 
culmination of Pastor Ron’s sermon 
series on Spiritual Gifts. 

 

 You are invited to come share in the fellowship 
and good food, whether you choose to do the assess-
ment or not.  Hope to see you there! 

Join In the Church-wide 

Day of Joyful Giving 

 

 On Sunday, December 9, Fort Hill UMC 
will be celebrating a Christmas Day of Joyful Giv-
ing, after the worship service, in the Fellowship 
Hall.  A lasagna lunch, along with bread and bev-
erages, will be provided. 
 

 We ask that you bring a potluck dish of 
salad or dessert to share.  This should be a 
grand time of fellowship as we eat together and 
enjoy singing some Christmas carols. 
 

 After lunch, we will be 
blessing the hats, gloves, 
scarves, and socks donations 
to Park View Community Mis-
sion (see article about this on 
page 4) 
 

 Please let us know that 
you are coming and what dish 
you will be able to bring by December 4, so we 
will know how to plan.  You may fill out a reserva-
tion card found in the pews OR use the reserva-
tion coupon found on page 4 of this newsletter.  
Don’t miss out on the fun, so make your reserva-
tion early! 

Special Christmas Music to be 

Presented by Fort Hill Musicians 

 

 Plan now to prepare your heart for 
Christmas on Sunday, December 23, as Fort Hill 
singers, ringers and instrumentalists share some 
familiar, and some not so familiar, music of the 
season. Hal Hopson’s Festival of Lessons and 
Carols is a moving service of scripture lessons 
interspersed with beloved carols, with opportuni-
ties for congregational involvement. 
 

 Come to remember, to be renewed and 
to celebrate Jesus, God’s greatest gift! 
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 

 We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or re-
covering at home.  Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin.  Our prayer concerns 
for December are as follows: 
 

Guggenheimer        The Summit       Sentra Meadow View Terrace   Others who need our prayers:  
Elizabeth English        Doris Thompson   (Clarksville, VA)         Dale Almond      Sue Gay 

          Max Wilmer    Madeline Bush         Nancy Billingsley       Mike & 

Edley Place Care                                 Doris Conner      Ellen Hill 
Emeline Hanway        Valley View                                           Brian & Lisa Garra     Mae 

           Jo Bennett             McCarron

 Have you ever been closed up in a dark room 
and tried to find your way out?  Once, I found myself 
in my basement and the lights went out.  Now my 
basement could be labeled a disaster area.  There is 
stuff everywhere!  It is hard enough to maneuver 
around when there is light, but with the lights out, it 
can be dangerous.  The phase “stumbling in the dark” 
does not do the situation justice.  I found myself taking 
my life in my own hands, and shins, too, for that mat-
ter.  I felt like a blind man in a strange place without 
the means to move about safely. However, a good 
flashlight would have made all the difference.   
 

 Another situation that comes to mind is driving 
at night in the rain.  I have cataracts, and night driving 
is difficult enough, but in the rain, when the lights from 
my car bounce off the pavement, that level of difficulty 
becomes just as dangerous as maneuvering about my 
basement in the dark.  However, in this situation the 
problem is not just a lack of light, but a real sense of 
blindness.  In that circumstance, I fully appreciate 
what Jesus was saying in Matthew 6: 22-23: “The eye 
is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, 
your whole body will be full of light; but if your 
eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how 
great is the darkness!”   
 

 In Isaiah 9, we hear the prophet proclaim that 
for “those who lived in a land of deep darkness—

on them light has shined.”   That deep darkness 
can also be understood as blindness, but not just the 
inability to see, but blindness that comes from the un-
healthy eyes of our souls (deep darkness). 
 

 Sometimes I find myself in a dark place, a 
place where my physical eyes can see just fine, but 
the eyes of my soul are shut to truth around me.  I see 
what I want to see, but not the things I need to see.  
So, I find myself stumbling around with a bad attitude, 
a misguided sense of reality, eyes for what I think will 

make me happy, but blind to dangers such de-
sires can bring to my soul.  This is Spiritual 
Blindness.  It is the self-centered sight that can-
not see beyond its own nose. 
 

 God appreciates when we have limita-
tions with our physical eye-sight, and provides 
the various means to correct the problem.  But 
for our spiritual eye-sight, we need light that will 
illumine the dark condition of our souls.  That is 
the light that shines in the deep darkness and 
illumines the true nature of our souls.  When we 
can truly see the condition of our souls, we are 
then able to clear out the clutter and junk that 
causes us to stumble in our daily walk with God.  
That clutter may be false notions, or ideas that 
cause us to embrace fear instead of hope.  Or, 
the junk can be those things we give ourselves 
to, like passions and wants, that only serve to 
weigh us down, or hold us captive.  Such cir-
cumstances can cause us to cry out to God for 
help, only to discover we have neither the eyes 
to see God’s presence, or ears to hear God call-
ing to us across the minefield that has become 
our souls.  We feel helpless, alone in the dark, 
unable to see where to go, or what we should 
avoid.   
 

 Into that darkness, God shines a light, 
the Light of Christ, seeking not just to find us in 
our darkened selves, but to illumine a path we 
can follow to move our souls into that place 
where God is and where we are safe to dwell in 
hope, peace, joy and love.  Are you ready for 
the Advent of God’s light to guide your souls 
where God’s grace abounds? 

 

      

 In the Spirit that is Christ, 
 

 Ron 



A Word From Amos 

 

 Hello again, my Fort Hill Family.  I was 
thinking, since I last spoke with you 
all, that there are two people to 
whom I am very much indebted to in 
our church.  I am speaking of Jean-
ette Seale and Carolyn Maness.  
Without their help, assistance, and, 
to be honest, permission, I would not 
be able to speak with my church 
family.  They work so hard and faith-
fully to get the newsletter together, 
organized and edited for greater reading and pro-
fessionalism.  They even make our Pastor look and 
sound good, and I can tell you that that is no easy 
task.  Their complementary responsibilities are a 
true blessing to us all.  They make the newsletter 
look good, sound better, and read very well.  So, I 
want to give this great big shout out to Jeanette and 
Carolyn for all their work and service to this won-
derful tool of communication.  Just a word from your 
little church mouse, Amos. 

December Communion Offering  
to Benefit ICM 

 

     Each month, half of our communion offering helps 
us reach out to the needy in our community.  This 
month, our offering will be given to Industrial & Com-
mercial Ministries, a program that provides, upon re-
quest, trained volunteer chaplains for the workplace, to 

help employees, who are dealing 
with the tough issues that all em-
ployees have to face, in today’s 
world.  Chaplains visit the facility, 
one day a week, and are on call, 
for emergency situations.  This is 

an ecumenical, not-for-profit organization, which trains, 
places and supports volunteer chaplains, like our own 
Dodie Fauber. 

     The other half of the communion offering will go 
into our Local Relief Fund, to help those who come to 
our doors looking for some type of assistance. Thank 
you for your generous gifts on communion Sunday. 
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2019 Giving Envelopes Available 

Starting December 16 

 

          Your box of offering envelopes for 2019 will be 
available in the Welcome Center, beginning Sunday, 
December 16.  Please be sure 
to pick up your box, saving the 
church the cost of mailing them 
to you (appx. $3.20 per box). 
      
     If  you have not been receiv-
ing envelopes and would like to 
be included in 2019, please notify the church office, at 
least a week prior to December 16. 
 

Note:  Please do not use your 2019 envelopes until 
January 1 as you most likely will have a new envelope 
number.  Offerings are posted by envelope numbers 
and NOT by name, unless you have not been assigned 
an envelope number. Thank you! 

HERE WE COME  
A-CAROLING! 

 

 Plans are in the works for 
churchwide Christmas caroling in 
the neighborhood and at a local 
nursing home.  All are welcome!  
Details to come! 

Come ring in the season with the Bells of the Blue Ridge 
Come enjoy Lynchburg’s community handbell ensemble as they 

 present three festive concerts in the area this holiday season. 
 Saturday, Dec. 15 at Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church  

(5:00 p.m.  & 7:30 p.m.) 
   Tuesday, Dec. 18 at Snidow Chapel,  
University of Lynchburg (7:30 p.m.) 

Soup Labels Not Needed! 
 

 The United Methodist Women are no long-
er collecting Campbell Soup labels, as that pro-
gram has expired. They are, however, still collect-
ing cancelled postage stamps. There is a basket 
in the Welcome Center for your stamps.  Thank 
you for your help! 
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From Our Librarian . . .  
 

The Book of Joy : Lasting Happiness  
in a Changing World,  

by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and  
Archbishop Desmond Tutu with Douglas Abrams.  

Avery Publishing, 2016 

 

 In 2015, His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, met with 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu to discuss the subject of 
joy.  Both of these men are winners of 
the Nobel Peace Prize, and are both 
great spiritual masters and moral lead-
ers of our time.  They are also known 
for being among the most infectiously 
happy people on the planet.  They 
have been through great personal, and 
national, adversity, yet they find joy as a way of life.  
Their main question: How do you find joy despite suf-
fering?  “There is no joy without sorrow, that in fact it is 
the pain, the suffering that allows us to experience and 
appreciate the joy. Indeed, the more we turn toward 
the suffering, our own and others, the more we can 
turn toward the joy.”  To have joy yourself, you must 
bring joy to others! 

    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
A note from our librarian:  A new checkout/return 
procedure is now in place in the church library.  
Make your book selection and fill out a card with the 
book number found inside the front of the book, date it, 
and sign your name.  There is no set time limit for 
books checked out.  This is on the honor system.  
When the books are returned, place them on the desk 
in the library.  The librarian will return the books to the 
shelves.  Thank you.          -Wayne Rhodes,  Librarian 

Items Being Collected for  
Health Kits 

 

 The Genesis Circle is again collecting 
items for Health Kits.  Each month, they will be 
collecting a different item. The items being col-
lected this month are sturdy combs, 6 to 8 inches 
long, and band aids that are 3/4" by 3 ". In Octo-
ber, 50 nail clippers were collected. Thank you!! 
 

 A collection basket is in the Welcome 
Center. Thank you for your support. 

Fort Hill Has a Christmas 

Mission Project 
 

 Brrr!  It’s cold outside, and there are 
many adults and children who don’t have 
the proper clothing to keep them 
warm during the winter 
months. 
 

 For this reason, we will 
be collecting new, and gently 
used, hats, gloves, scarves, and 
socks for all ages.  These items will be 
taken to the Park View Community Mis-
sion to be distributed to the families they 
serve.   
 

 Your gift of any of these items can be 
placed on the garland in the Fellowship Hall or 
on the tree in the Welcome Center between No-
vember 25 and December 12. 

Day of Joyful Giving Reservation Form 

 

_______ Yes! I am coming to the Day of Joyful Giving on December 9 after church 

 

There will be ________ people in my group. 
 

For my potluck dish, I plan to bring: _____ salad 

 

       _____ dessert 
 

Name_____________________________________________________________ 



12/2   Mary Unrue 

12/3   Elizabeth English 

12/4   Tommy Green 

12/4   Matt Connelly 

12/5   Dot Dawson 

12/5   Nancy VanZant 
12/5   Jean Fielding 

12/5   Dwayne Grant 
12/6   Paul Cox 

12/7   Earl Wootton 

12/8   Paul Rogers 

12/9   Conner Kendrick 

12/9    Richard Kiger 
12/11  Clay Bourguignon 

12/11  Carly Bosiger 
12/13  Lynn Cash 

12/16  Barbara Mayne 

12/17  Mary Brockenbrough 

12/18  Rick Hawkins 

12/19  Dave Thomas 

12/20  Peggy Vannaman 

12/20  Robin Wrabley 

12/21  Cheryl Manning 

12/21  Rhett Kiger 
12/22  Greg Vincent 
12/22  Leigh Wrabley 

12/23  Wiley Green 

12/23  Wesley Duncan 

12/25  Cody Elliott 
12/26  Cheryl Napier 
12/27  Farrar Marsh 

12/27  Earl Mottley 

12/27  Melissa Sutor 
12/28  Barbara  Creasy 

12/28  Hannah Coleman 

12/28  Brantley Seale 

12/29  Jack Robertson 

12/30  Betty Martin 

12/30  Delores Layne 

12/30  Sonny Minnick 

12/30  David Denny 

12/30  Macy Hamilton 

12/30  Kathryn Alvis 

12/31  Madeline Bush 

12/31  Liz Coleman 

  If  your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base. 
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information. 

      December Wedding Anniversaries 
 

12/1   Rico & Mindy Zelaya               8 years  12/21 Greg & Octavia Starbuck      22 years 

 

12/7  Bubba & Carol Humphries      22 years             12/28  Earl & Mary Wootton          16 years  
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Miscellaneous  

Want to Make a Final 2018 

Contribution to the Church? 

 

     All final contributions to the church for 2018, 
should be brought to the church office no later than 
12:30 p.m. on Monday, December 31, in order for 
your gift to be reflected on your 2018 giving record.  
Gifts received in the mail after that date and time, will 
not be deposited until Sunday, January 6, 2018 and 
therefore reflected on your 2019 giving record. New Operating Budget for 2019  

Approved by Church Council 
 

 Thank you to all the committees and work 
areas who worked hard preparing their budgets 
for 2019.  The new budget for 2019 is $442,242 - 
a 0.99% increase from the 2018 budget amount.  
You may pick up a copy of the new budget in the 
Welcome Center. Questions? Please contact the 
church office. 

 Thanks to everyone that made my birthday on October 11 a very special day. I  
appreciate all the beautiful cards, phone calls and the thoughtful gifts. I thank God for my 
Fort Hill family and friends.                -Love, Sue Wright 
 

On behalf of the Dollins family I would like to thank the members of the Fort Hill church 
family.  Your thoughts and prayers have helped us as we cared for our Mom throughout 

the years.  As we sat at Mom’s service of celebration, we were touched by the love, the presence and the 
support of our family and friends.  To those who were able to attend, sing and/or play bells at the service – 
Thank you.  You helped us make the celebration of Mom’s life very special.  We are grateful for the many var-
ied expressions of love and support in recent weeks.  Thank you all. 
       -With grateful hearts, Ray, Donald and Lloyd Dollins, Janet D. Hawkins and Bettie D. Tindall 

Help make a difference for a child in need by pur-
chasing a Starfish necklace or ornament from 
CASA. The Lunch Bunch Circle will have these at 
church on Sunday, December 2 and 9 and at the 
UMW Christmas Luncheon on Saturday, Decem-
ber 8. You can read the Starfish Story at https://
www.cvcasa.org/starfish-story. 

Spread Some Christmas Cheer! 
 

 Why not begin your search for that perfect 
Christmas greeting, in our very 
own Welcome Center? You will 
find a huge selection of awe-
some/beautiful/cute/funny Christ-
mas cards, at the unbeatable 
price of . . . ZERO! 
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December, 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

11:00 Yoga 
Class 

2 First Sunday    
      in Advent 
         Holy  
  Communion 
9:00 Advent Break-
fast 
Children’s Church 

3 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

4 

 

 

 

6:00 Fellowship 
Class Christmas 
Dinner 

5   7:00 AM 

     Men’s Group 

 

 

 

7:00 Celebration 
Ringers 

6 

 

 

5:00 Backpacks 
- FHUMC 

7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir 

7 8 

Park View work 
day 

11:00 Yoga Class 

12:00 UMW 
Christmas Lunch 

9 

 

 

11:45 Day of Joyful 
Giving lunch 

 

10 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

11 

 

2:00 Food truck 
delivery 

3:30 - 5:30 
REACH 

7:00 Finance 
Committee 

12  7:00 AM 

     Men’s Group 

 

9:00 - 11:00 
REACH 

 

7:00 Celebration 
Ringers 

13 

 

 

5:00 Backpacks 
- Peakland UMC 

7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir 

14 

 
15 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

11:00 Yoga Class 

 

16 

10:30 Children’s 
Church 

 

 

17 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

18 

 

 

 

5:00 Backpacks 
- FHUMC 

19  7:00 AM 

     Men’s Group 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Celebration 
Ringers 

20 

 

 

 

7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir 

21 22 

 

11:00 Yoga 
Class 

23 

10:30 Festival of 
Lessons &  
Carols 

 

 

24 

 
 
 
 
 

7:00 Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 

Merry Christmas 

26  7:00 AM 

     Men’s Group 

27 28 29 

 

11:00 Yoga Class 

30 31 

Last 2018 gifts 
received until 12 
Noon 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 
 

Notice:  The next Finance Committee meeting will 
be on Tuesday, December 11, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Conference Room.  All members are encouraged to 
attend this last meeting of 2018. 

SUNDAY MORNING  
SCHEDULE 

 

 8:45-10:30 a.m.   Java Stop 

 9:15 a.m.  Sunday School   
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the    
                   Sanctuary  

Church Office Closed 
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Times of Worship 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon 

 

Rev. Ronald A. Litten, Pastor 
ron@forthillumc.com 

littenra@gmail.com 

 

Rev. Janet Hawkins, Minister of Music & 

Congregational Care 

janet@forthillumc.com 

 

Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant 
secretary@forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent 
Phone:  434-832-0401 

 

The Rev. Sharma Lewis,  Bishop,  Richmond, VA 

Phone:  1-800-768-6040 

THE BOX SCORE 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house 
of the Lord!’”  Psalm 122:1 

 

Average worship attendance in 2017  - 139 

Average worship attendance as of  Nov. 18, 2018 - 129 

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to 
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the  

windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an  
overflowing blessing.”   Malachi 3:10 

 

BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT 

Your first line of giving — mission and ministry! 
      Budget for 2018 as approved by the Church  
                             Council is: $437,681 

 

We need an average of $8,416.95 per week to meet  
this budget. 

 

As of 46 weeks, our weekly receipts  
have averaged $8,331.61 

Thank you for your support of the mission  
and ministry of your church! 

 

 

♦Class begins in January - 9 week program at Fort Hill  
♦Limited space 

♦Partial scholarships available 

♦Contact Patty Marsh for more information (434) 841-0189 



Fort Hill United Methodist Church 

106 Oakridge Blvd. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

Phone: 434-847-1251 

Fax: 434-847-2536  
 

www.forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Ronald A. Litten 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins 

Minister of Music & Congregational 
Care 

 

 

Worship Time: 
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary 

Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School:  9:15 a.m. 

 

Staffed nursery provided. 

Next newsletter deadline is  
DECEMBER 15!  Please  
submit SHORT articles by 
this date to assure  
inclusion.  Thank you! 

Special Christmas Offering  
to be Received 

 

            Each year, the church receives a special Christmas 
offering, which is used to help in any area where there is insuf-

ficient cash flow to enable us to finish 
paying our obligations for the year. 
This year, the Finance Committee has 
decided that this offering will be used, 
with the Thanksgiving Special Offer-
ing, to help repair our slate roof. 
 

 As always, your continuing 
support of the ministry and programs 

at Fort Hill is very much appreciated.  Thank you for a wonder-
ful financial year in 2018!          -Finance Committee 

 

Advent Devotion Booklet Now 
Available 

 

 To help you prepare 
for the Advent Season, be 
sure to pick up a copy of an 
Advent Devotion booklet pro-
vided by the Society of St. 
Andrew.  Please use the en-
velope provided to make a 
gift to the Society to help feed the hungry 
among us  You can find the booklets in 
the Narthex, Welcome Center and office 
hallway. 


