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All Saints Day to be Observed On Sunday, November 4
On Sunday, November 4, we will take time in the worship service to remember those of
our fellowship who have died since last year at this time.
All Saints Day commemorates all Christian people, of every time and place, and has
been celebrated, in Christian churches, for many years. It is one way of honoring the gifts
and graces of faithful Christians, and to celebrate the power of God to raise up new saints in our midst. We
will give thanks for those loved ones and for all the saints who have preceded us in death. A candle will be lit
as each name is called.

Charge Conference Date Set
Our Lynchburg Central Cluster of churches will have their 2018 Charge Conference on Sunday, November 18 at 3:00 p.m. at Fort Hill UMC. Make plans to attend this once-a-year meeting
and find out what your church has done in the past year and hear about what other churches in our
cluster are doing.

Come Help Kids in Need!
Want to help kids in need while getting some fresh air and a little exercise? Support the CASA (Court
Appointed Special Advocates) Superhero Run on Saturday, November 3. They are still in need of volunteers
for activities that include parking attendant, registration/packet pickup, water stops and festival attendant.
Check out the volunteer web page https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2429580/false#/invitation to
see all of the volunteer opportunities.
Another way to help is to run/walk the 5K or enter your child in the 1 Mile Fun Run where they can
chase the villains with the help of a few superheroes. Come out and cheer on the runners and enjoy the activities.
To learn more about the Superhero run go to https://www.lynchburgsuperherorun.com/.
To learn more about CASA go to https://www.cvcasa.org/.

Join us in Prayer at the
Foot of the Cross
Tuesday, November 6, is Election Day. Our
Chapel (located at the Wilson Street entrance) will be
open from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for those who wish
to come and pray not only for our elected officials,
but for our nation as well as our state and local governments. There will be prayers and devotions available for you to use, or you may bring your own materials to use during your prayer time.
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“Well done, good and faithful servant, you have been faithful over a little, I will set you
over much, enter into the joy of your master.”

Matthew 25: 21

Well, we have been hearing about the gifts of the Holy Spirit. If you have been like many in the congregation, you probably have discovered things you never knew about God and how God works with the
Church (and individually with us in the church). But, up until now, I have been focusing on the need for the
gifts, and have avoided their benefits.
One reason I have done this is most people do not know their gifts, and therefore are not living into
them. But there are benefits! In Matthew 25, we hear the parable of the three servants who received gifts
from their master to be used for his kingdom, and we see two of the servants become busy for the good of
the master’s kingdom. The response above shows the master’s joy with these servants.
Giving of ourselves to the service of God gives back to us blessings that money and praise cannot
match. There is something about being a part of the work of the Kingdom that brings with it a joy, a sense of
accomplishment, a feeling of satisfaction that only those who do it can understand. God blesses the servants
of God’s Kingdom by seeking to share the Joy of the Kingdom with them, “…enter into the joy of your master…”
I have heard God’s call on me, and I fought it, for years. I did what I thought was expected, to attend
worship, Sunday School, give my offering and try not to sin. Then God called me into service and nothing
has been the same ever since. But through it all, I was given gifts that I did not even know I had. Those gifts
allowed me to serve God in ways that blessed me, that made me a better person, a more honest person, a
person God could shine through. It also made me conspicuous and stand out. No longer could I hide in the
pew, or slip in and out of church and be unnoticed. My anonymity was gone! And that can be very discomforting.
But there have been times when I have known Joy that has been beyond belief, an experience of
what it will be like when we are before God in Heaven and hear God say, “Well done, good and faithful
servant, you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much, enter into the joy of your master.”
Living into our gifts can be disconcerting if we focus only on the work, the burden of being a servant.
But when we realize that it is God we serve, and we are building God’s Kingdom here in our midst, then the
burden becomes a Joy, a Blessing that touches our souls as nothing else can, for God shares the Glory.
Are you willing to live into your Gifts?
In the Spirit of Christ,
Ron

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our prayer concerns
for October are as follows:
Guggenheimer
The Summit
Others who need our prayers:
Elizabeth English
Doris Thompson
Dale Almond
Max Wilmer
Nancy Billingsley
Edley Place Care
Doris Conner
Emeline Hanway
Valley View
Brian & Lisa Garra
Jo Bennett
Sue Gay
Mike & Ellen Hill
Sentra Meadow View Terace
Betsy Kempf
(Clarksville, VA)
Mae McCarron
Madeline Bush
Joan Roberts
Diane Thompson
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November Communion Offering
to Benefit Interfaith Outreach
Association
Each month, half of our communion offering
helps us reach out to the needy in our community.
This month, our offering will be given to Interfaith Outreach Association, as we join a
coalition of over 50 area congregations. We have banded together to participate in God’s mission,
through an interfaith effort, to help
improve the quality of life for our
neighbors, through education, guidance and support.
The goal of IOA is to provide a helping hand to individuals and families, who are in a crisis situation.
The other half of the communion offering will
go into our Local Relief Fund. Thank you for your generous gifts on communion Sunday.

It’s Going To Be A
Day of Giving
(sequel to ‘Night of Joy’)
December 9 at 12 Noon
Details to be announced at a later date

A Word From Amos
Hey my Fort Hill Family! This is Amos
again with another shout-out to a
special couple in the church. I am
speaking of Mark and Stacey
Lowe. I was hanging around the
church one night when I heard a
large group of people come into
the church and engage in conversation about children and youth
ministries. I could hear all the people telling how it used to be, and I
was touched by the involvement of so many who
gave of themselves to provide ministry to the children and youth of the church. But later in the
meeting, I heard the woman leading it ask who
would step up to lead youth ministry, to see where
it could happen and go. And I heard Mark and
Stacey speak up and say they would see what
they could do. Since then, I have heard of people
coming together and offering opportunities for the
youth to gather and grow. So, I want to give a
great big shout-out to Mark and Stacey Lowe,
who have heard the call, and answered it for our
young people.

Christmas Luncheon
Saturday, December 8, 2018
at 11:45 a.m.
The Fort Hill United Methodist Women’s Christmas Luncheon will be held
in the Fellowship Hall. Lasting Impressions catering: Sliced ham with raisin sauce,
Waldorf salad, chicken casserole, sweet potato casserole, dessert, coffee, tea, water, rolls/butter, Come join in spirit, fun, food and fellowship. Cost is $15 per
person. Use the form below to make your reservation, which may be turned in,
along with your check made payable to Fort Hill UMW, to Kim Beuerle or the
church office. See you there!

Fort Hill UMW Christmas Luncheon Reservation
Due by November 18, 2018
Name _______________________________________________ How many in your party?______
Amount paid _______________
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From Our Librarian . . .

YOU ARE INVITED!

The Sacred Secular: How God is Using
the World to Shape the Church
by Dottie Escobedo-Frank and Rob Rynders
Abingdon Press, 2016

Mark your calendars now for attending “O
For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”, a community
hymn festival to be held Sunday, November 11 at
4 p.m. at Court Street UMC. Check the Sunday
bulletin for more details.

What kind of relationship does our church
have with the community around us? How do we
reach new people? It is time for the church to reach
out from within its hallowed walls. In
today’s world, people seem to turn
their backs on “religion,” but search for
something “spiritual” in the world.
Take a look at how we “do” church. Is
it the same as we did it fifty years ago?
Everything changes. Have we considered that God could be doing something new in the world? This book is an examination
of “cultural spaces where people are experiencing
something sacred.” So often, these places are not in
the church. People who are spiritually hungry, and
seek God outside of the church, will find God in surprising places. Should not the “church” be there, too?
*********************************
A note from our librarian: A new checkout/return
procedure is now in place in the church library.
Make your book selection and fill out a card with the
book number found inside the front of the book, date
it, and sign your name. There is no set time limit for
books checked out. This is on the honor system.
When the books are returned, place them on the desk
in the library. The librarian will return the books to the
shelves. Thank you.
-Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

Able-bodied Fort Hill Friends
Needed!
Come join in the fun and help us prepare
our beautiful church for the Advent/Christmas season on Sunday, November 25, following
the worship service. A very,
very, very light snack will be
provided to sustain volunteers,
as we share in the joy of decorating the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall and Welcome Center. A good time will
be had by all!!! Watch for more details as the date
gets closer!

Singers Wanted!
Come join the choir, string quartet and
handbells for the Service of Lessons and Carols for
worship on December 23. Interested singers are
invited to attend choir rehearsals on Thursday
evenings beginning November 8. Rehearsals
begin at 7 pm with special Christmas music rehearsal beginning at 7:30 p.m. Contact Janet for
more information.

Book Club to Meet in November

UMW Circle Meeting Dates

The next Book Club meeting will be held on
Wednesday, November 28 at 1:00 p.m. (place to be
determined later). The book that will be discussed is
The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing
World. Come join us!

Lunch Bunch - Tuesday, November
6, 12:00 Noon at Milano’s

Items Being Collected for
Health Kits
The Genesis Circle is again collecting
items for Health Kits. Each month, they will be
collecting a different item. The item being collected this month is bars of soap.. A collection
basket is in the Welcome Center. Thank you for
your support.

Martha- Tuesday, November 6, 1:00
p.m. in the church Library
Genesis - Tuesday, November 6, 7:00 p.m. at the
home of Ann Vincent, 2086 Founding Way Rd.,
Bedford
Reminder to all UMW members: Thanks Banks
are due at the November circle meetings.
We extend our deepest sympathy to
Janet and Richard Hawkins and family
upon the death of her mother, Edith
Dollins, on October 23, in Waynesboro.
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11/1
11/1
11/2
11/3
11/3
11/4
11/5
11/6

Virginia Watson
Gabriel Zelaya
Bryan Fielding
Frances Wilkinson
David Robertson
Erik Drinkard
Jennifer Jenks
Esther Markert

11/6
11/6
11/7
11/7
11/8
11/12
11/13
11/13

Judith Merryman
Nick Fisher
Mark Lowe
Mike Ledin
Greg Meese
Deborah White
Grace Thompson
Amanda Wood

11/14
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/16
11/17
11/23
11/23
11/23

Norma Smith
Kendra Toney
Allyson Miller
Mindy Zelaya
Christian Zelaya
Betty Burford
Dot Staples
Cara Hannell
Kathryn Toney

11/24
11/24
11/25
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/28
11/28
11/30

Marye Almond
Faye Meek
Mike Hill
Ann Robertson
Matthew Lee
Dana Bosiger
Derrick Duncan
Kenny Tolley
Cathy Armes

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data
base. Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

November Wedding Anniversaries
11/5

Mike & Lydia Ledin

30 years

11/25 Tracy & Tammy Roark

29 years

11/10 Charles & Earlean Loving

71 years

11/25 Gerald & Barbara Buit

30 years

11/22 Kevin & Crystal Wheelous

14 years

11/28 Delbert & Becky Spangler 26 years

11/29 John & Mary Siegle

50 years

Miscellaneous
On Wednesday, October 3, Fort Hill UMC members were asked to donate items for the Carolina flood victims. Below is a note of thanks from Pamela Bomar, who spearheaded the collection, and sat out in front of
the church from 9 AM to 6 PM with a van to be filled with donations.
Good morning Jeanette and Roberta and Reverend Litten, and the Fort Hill United Methodist Church Family!
While planning the collecting of donation items for the South Carolina flood evacuees, I was beginning to
wonder if I had chosen the appropriate direction. My first day in Lynchburg was only moderately productive.
I asked for guidance, and God sent me an Angel. That Angel's name was 'Fort Hill United Methodist
Church.' The Angels came, one after another, and presented their gifts as if to the Christ Child, and filled the
stable with nourishing and life sustaining gifts that mean so much to the individuals - the Christ Children - who
welcomed the gifts with smiling faces and tears of gratitude in their eyes.
They asked, "Who gave all of this..?", "Where did you get all this…?" "Thank You!... Thank you!"
Your gifts have brightened the days of so many folks here; man and woman, old and young, to keep clean
and be fed and to be loved by their long distance neighbors in faith. Thank you so much for your generosity. Thank you for giving me the joy of delivering these gifts to smiling faces. (Thank you for restoring my faith
in the goodness of humanity.)
Some of the items are on the shelves at South Strand Helping Hand to be distributed to families in need, either residing or traveling through, while the bulk of those gifts are in the hands of evacuated families this very
morning. I wish you could see the smiles and joy your generosity has provided. Thank you so much.
Thank you Roberta Litten for coordinating your gallery of angels. Thanks to every person who reached out to
help.
May Blessings rain down upon you.
Pamela Bomar (mother of Dana Bomar Bosiger, Sam and Scott)
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the
Sanctuary

4

All Saints
Sunday
Holy
Communion

5
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

10:30 Children’s
Church

11

12
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

6:30 Sermon discussion time

19

10:30 Children’s
Church

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

7

10-6 Prayer in
Chapel
12:00 Lunch
Bunch Circle
1:00 Martha
Circle
7:00 Genesis
Circle

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
10:00 Sermon
discussion time
7:00 Celebration
Ringers

2:00 JOY Team
meeting
5:00 Backpacks
for Kids - Peakland UMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

13

14 7:00 AM

15

3:30 - 5:30
REACH distribution

Men’s Group
9:00 - 11:00
REACH
Distribution
10:00 Sermon discussion time

20

11:45 Deck the
Halls

3

8

9

10

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids FHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

21

22

10 - 2 Park
View work day

16

17

23

24

10:00 Sermon discussion time

6:30 Sermon
discussion
time

Church Office Closed

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

26
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

27

Sat

2

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

3:00 Charge
Conference at FH

25

Fri

5:00 Backpacks
for KidsFHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

6

7:00 Church
Council

18

Thu

28

29

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
1:00 Book Club

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids FHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

30
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THE BOX SCORE

From the Hill

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1

is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536

Average worship attendance in 2017 - 139
Average worship attendance as of Oct. 21, 2018 - 128
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2018 as approved by the Church
Council is: $437,681
We need an average of $8,416.95 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 42 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $8,594.38
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

Times of Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Ronald A. Litten, Pastor
ron@forthillumc.com
littenra@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Hawkins, Minister of Music &
Congregational Care
janet@forthillumc.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040

Poinsettia Orders Now Being Accepted
Once again, we are accepting orders for poinsettias for the Advent/Christmas season. If you
give a plant, please plan for it to remain in place through Christmas Eve. We will not be
delivering leftover plants to shut-ins, as we do not have the personnel to do this, so
please make arrangements to have your poinsettia(s) picked up after the Christmas Eve Service. Deadline for ordering is December 2nd! The cost is $20 each.
You may also choose to make a donation to the Capital Improvements Fund to help with
ongoing repairs around the church.

Poinsettia Order
$20.00 each - Make check payable to Fort Hill UMC and enclose with order
Order deadline December 2, 2018
In memory of:__________________________________________________________________
In memory of __________________________________________________________________
In honor of____________________________________________________________________
In honor of___________________________________________________________________________

□ I would rather give a gift to the Capital Improvements Fund in the amount of $______________
□ I will pick up after services
Name_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________ Email__________________________________________________

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Ronald A. Litten
Pastor
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Music & Congregational
Care
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline is
NOVEMBER 15! Please
submit SHORT articles by
this date to assure inclusion. Thank you!

Daylight Saving
Time Ends
At 2:00 a.m. on
Sunday,
November 4
FALL BACK!
DON’T BE EARLY
FOR CHURCH!

Special Thanksgiving Offering
to be Received
Each year, the church receives a special Thanksgiving offering, which, in years
past, has been used to help in any area where there is a shortfall of cash flow, and last
year the Finance Committee designated the entire offering to go to Park View Community Mission, to help with the expenses of their Welcome Center. This year, the Finance
Committee decided this special offering will go to our Capital Improvements Fund, to
help pay for the large expense that is coming up in 2019, to repair the slate roofing on
both buildings. The roofing is in very bad shape in some areas, and if not repaired, will
cause further damage to the buildings in the future. Please be as generous as you possibly can to help us maintain our beautiful buildings.
As always, your gifts are very much appreciated!
—Finance Committee

