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World Communion Day
to be Celebrated on October 7
On October 7, the famous, infamous and those of us in between will gather at a common table around
the world. This is the day when the Christian faith celebrates World
Communion Sunday. We come to the table from the North and the
South, the East and the West. It is a great privilege to share this meal.
There is no cost to us; the cross is a sign that reminds us of the
great cost to the host.
In addition to our regular communion offering, a special World Communion offering will be received, which will provide scholarships for U.S.
racial and ethnic-minority students and international students, on both undergraduate and graduate levels.
Go to www.umcgiving.org for more information on this important ministry. There will be special envelopes
available for you to use to make your contribution.
Please share the Eucharist with us at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, October 7.

Member of Staff Planning Retirement
On Sunday, September 9, our beloved staff member, Janet Hawkins, who is our Minister of Music
and Congregational Care, announced that she plans to retire during the summer of 2019. Below is a note
from Janet explaining her reasons for retiring:
Where have the years gone? It seems like yesterday that I began “feathering my nest” in my office in
the bowels of Fort Hill Church. I was young, I was single and I was wide-eyed and filled with hope and anticipation. Yes, it seems like yesterday, but it was September 1, 1986! Where have the years gone?
God has blessed me throughout my life, especially during my time at Fort Hill. It has been a privilege
and a joy to be partners in ministry with all of you. You have been a channel of God’s love and grace to me
throughout the years. Thirty-two years later I am still filled with hope and anticipation; however, I am no longer young and single!
It is time for me to savor one of God’s greatest blessings in my life – Richard. He has encouraged
and supported me throughout this journey. He has patiently waited for me to lighten my schedule and “wind
down”. After much prayer and discernment, I have decided the time has come for me to retire during the
summer of 2019.
I assure you that you have not seen the last of us! We are not going anywhere. It is with joy and
great excitement that we anticipate what God is going to do in and through his people at Fort Hill in the years
to come. May God bless and guide us all as we continue to be channels of God’s transforming love and
grace in this community!
With love and heartfelt gratitude,
Janet
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“For the body does not consist of one member but of many.

If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not
a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of the body.”
I Corinthians 12: 14-15
I cannot play a musical instrument, and I can
barely read music, but I still can sing in the choir. I
cannot work miracles among those who are hurting,
but I can listen and care. I cannot fix the things that
are wrong with the building, but I can give to the funds
that pay those who can. Over the years, I have gotten used to people complaining about me for what I
cannot do, but I have learned to focus on, and celebrate, what I can.
We all see, and feel, the need for things to be
done in the church. But, in spite of our knowledge,
we find we lack the skills needed to do them. Sometimes in the church, we can make others feel less
than faithful because they cannot do what we see,
and believe, is needed. We complain to the foot that
it is not a hand, or to the ear because it is not an eye.
It has been this way since long before the church
came into existence. “I need something done, why
can’t you do it?!” We put pressure on others around
us to be something they are not, and chastise them
for things we want them to do and they cannot.
Recently, I heard about a woman who was
asked to teach a children’s Sunday School class.
She was given the literature, and showed to the
classroom and left to do the job. No training, no mentoring, no reviewing of her gifts. “We need you to do
this, so here you are, go to it!” She raised concerns
immediately and was told not to worry about it, it
would all be ok. It was not! She tried, she got frustrated, she got depressed, and eventually quit the
church entirely. She went to another church where

they discovered what her gifts were, and the leaders in the church celebrated her gifts and helped
her develop them for the good of the church. She
was never forced, or guilted, into doing something
she was not gifted to do. And the things that she
could do were valued and appreciated, even
though they were not what some wanted.
It takes all kinds of parts to make the body
work well, but too often we focus on that part of
the body that hurts, or needs special attention.
But we do not neglect, or curse, the parts of the
body that are not affected. No, we take care of
them, nurture them and see to it they are in good
working order. Otherwise, we may have more
problems than we at first realized.
We have been studying the gifts, and
learning that we all have gifts, but not the same
gifts. And just because others want us to have
those gifts does not mean we will get them. Maybe if we spent more time discovering the gifts we
have, and celebrating and nurturing them, we just
might find that God will bless us for the good of the
entire community of faith. God knows your gifts,
and God blesses them, and blesses you when you
use them for God’s Kingdom and Glory (even
when they are not the gifts someone else wants
you to have). For we are all a part of the Body of
Christ and individually members of it, and we each
can contribute to the health and well-being of this
Body.
Yours in Christ,
Ron

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our prayer concerns
for October are as follows:
Guggenheimer
The Summit
Others who need our prayers:
Elizabeth English
Doris Thompson
Dale Almond
Max Wilmer
Nancy Billingsley
Edley Place Care
Doris Conner
EmelineHanway
Valley View
Brian & Lisa Garra
Jo Bennett
Sue G ay
Peyton Haywood
Sentra Meadow View Terace
Mike & Ellen Hill
(Clarksville, VA)
Betsy Kempf
Madeline Bush
Joan Roberts
Diane Thompson
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October Communion Offering
to Benefit Hunters for the Hungry
This month, one half of the Communion offering
will go to Hunters for the Hungry and the other half will
go to Interfaith Outreach Association, to assist those
who need help with rent, utilities, food, etc.
Hunters for the Hungry operates by solicitation of successful
hunters to donate venison. The
deer are accepted by professional
meat cutters who process (cut,
wrap, and freeze) the venison. The meat is provided
at no cost and is distributed by food banks and other
501 (C) (3) nonprofit organizations feeding Virginia's
needy. They are not supported by any state funds or
any United Way Agency. Funds are raised to cover
the cost of processing, distribution, and the overhead
expenses of operation (less than 20% of total expenses). Financial support is currently the limiting factor.
Your generous donation on Communion Sunday
will help these hunters feed the hungry, as well as
help those who go to Interfaith Outreach looking for
assistance.

Experiencing Grief?
Come join others in this informal setting!
Are you experiencing grief following the loss
of a loved one? If so, you are invited to attend an
intimate gathering in Oxford Hall, following the
morning worship service, on Sunday, November 5.
A light lunch will be served, followed by a time of
remembering and celebrating the lives of our loved
ones. Feel free to invite others to attend. More details will be announced in the November newsletter.

UMW Circle Meeting
Dates
Lunch Bunch - Tuesday, October
2, 12:00 Noon at Isabella’s
Martha- Tuesday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. in the
church Library
Genesis - Tuesday, October 2, 7:00 p.m. at home
of Bonnie Kiger, 1165 Jefferson Oaks
Ct. #51, Forest

A Word From Amos
Hello again, my Fort Hill United Methodist
Church family. This is Amos with a
new shout out. I have been hearing about a couple in the church,
who are in business making signs.
I believe I heard this right - that
their company is called Signs by
Tomorrow. The couple’s name is
Les and Patty Marsh. I see where
a new banner has been hung in
the Sanctuary, with all these puzzle pieces all over it, and a message asking
where we all fit in with the Body of Christ. I have
seen many such banners over the years here at
the church, both inside and out, that have come
from Signs by Tomorrow. They have helped make
Fort Hill a place where people can be gently
coaxed to examine their relationship with God.
So, thanks to Les and Patty, and their company,
Signs by Tomorrow, for that wonderful banner.

Book Club to Meet in October
The next Book Club meeting will be held
on Wednesday, October 24, at 1:00 p.m. at Given’s Café. The book that will be discussed is
The Sacred Secular by Dottie Escobedo-Frank
and Rob Ryndere. Come join us!

Salad Bar and Ice Cream Sundae
Extravaganza To Be Held
On Sunday, October 21, The UMW will
host a Salad Bar and Ice Cream Sundae lunch
after church. What better to have for Sunday
lunch than a healthy salad, a yummy ice cream
sundae, and good fellowship? Please sign up
using the reservation cards in the pews. Reservations are not mandatory, but will help us in
planning. A freewill offering will be accepted.
Plan to join in the fun!

Items Being Collected for
Health Kits
The Genesis Circle is again collecting
items for Health Kits. Each month, they will be
collecting a different item. The item being collected this month is fingernail clippers. A collection basket is in the Welcome Center. Thank
you for your support.
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From Our Librarian . . .
Hollow Faith: How Andy Griffith, Facebook, and the
American Dream Diluted the Gospel, by Stephen
Ingram – Young Ministry Partners
and Abingdon Press, 2015
What kind of faith are we modeling to our
youth?
Stephen Ingram looks at the reasons the
church is failing its youth and producing poor imitations of Christianity and a disconnected faith. He examines how modern
culture has separated people from the
values of the Gospel. This results in a
shift in our faith. “We build enormous
buildings, spend millions of hours in
Bible study and worship, and spend
comparably very little time and money
in taking care of the people Jesus chose to spend
most of his ministry with.” This books describes what
is wrong with today’s youth ministry and gives powerful reasons to change what you are doing. Six sessions for youth are available to accompany this text.
(www.youthministrypartners.com/hollowfaith)
*********************************
A note from our librarian: A new checkout/return
procedure is now in place in the church library.
Make your book selection and fill out a card with the
book number found inside the front of the book, date
it, and sign your name. There is no set time limit for
books checked out. This is on the honor system.

Some Facts of Life
Did you know that out of the world’s population:
4% die attending movies
8% die eating in fast food restaurants
10% die in home accidents
13% die in bars
18% die smoking
47% die from accidents
But only one out of 75 million people die in
choir rehearsal!
As you can see, staying out of choir may be hazardous to your health! If you are not involved in
music ministry, please see Janet or a choir member for more details!

UMW Candle Burning Service
Will Be Held in October
If you would like to honor or remember a
loved one at our October 28 worship service, consider a gift to UMW missions through our candle
burning tradition. A gift of any amount can be
given, and the honorees will be listed in a bulletin
insert. The candle is burned at the rate of 60
cents per second to represent UMW mission work
around the world on behalf of women, children,
and youth. Please turn in your donation by October 14. Checks should be made out to Fort Hill
United Methodist Women. Gifts can be turned in
to Kim Beuerle or to the church office in an envelope clearly labeled for UMW.
Candle Burning Service on October 28
Name___________________________________
My gift is in honor of
_______________________________________
________________________________________________

My gift is in memory of
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

You Can Give to Missions
Throughout the Year
Can’t support the Candleburning for Missions
right now? Want to honor someone in a different
way? Got a newborn in the family you want recognized? Well, here is a way you can do any or all of
them!
You can give a gift to missions (any $ amount)
at anytime of the year by simply picking up one of the
UMW Mission cards that can be found in the hallway
mailboxes next to the Welcome Center. There are
cards for remembering loved ones, cards for honoring
someone on their birthday, cards for honoring a newborn, etc. Just pick out the card you want, fill in the
information requested, and send, along with your
check, made payable to Fort Hill UMW, to Kim Beuerle, 107 Chesterfield Road, Lynchburg, VA 24502, or
give to her at church one Sunday. The person you are
honoring will be notified of your gift.

Answers to puzzle on page 7: 1. blizzard,
2. fog, 3. hail, 4. climate, 5. lightning,
6. hurricane, 7. earthquake, 8. Aurora Borealis,
9. eclipse,10. erosion, 11. glacier, 12.avalanche,
13. humidity, 14. geyser, 15. cloud, 16. ice,
17. flood, 18. equinox, 19. frost

Page 5

10/1 Dodie Fauber
10/1 Mary Murphy
10/2 Amy Grant
10/5 Mike Thompson
10/5 Tim Beuerle
10/5 Rod Ruhland
10/7 Karen Detwiler
10/8 Mary Ann Robertson
10/9 Andy Cooke
10/10 Chris Marsh

10/10
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/11
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/13
10/15

Michael Wilkes
Jesse Nunnally
Dana Stowman
Sue Wright
Ben Nunnally
Michael Morgan, II
Ryan Bingham
Benjamin Zelaya
Eddie Englund
Spencer Bourguignon

10/16
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/18
10/19
10/21
10/22
10/23

Melvin Drumheller
Elbert Minnick, III
Tember Ferguson
Lori Roark
Emery Conner
Joan Watson
Rick Poindexter
Andy Poindexter
Janet Basham
Erika Lowe

10/24
10/24
10/25
10/25
10/28
10/29
10/29
10/31

Anne Tucker
Leah Wheelous
Kim Beuerle
Crystal Wheelous
Marlene Seale
Mike Robertson
Taylor Saville
Charley Jones

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

October Wedding Anniversaries
10/1 Richard & Janet Hawkins

30 years

10/18 David & Sally Faidley

10/4 Scott & Carol Dee Robertson

32 years

10/21 Chris & Jennifer Marsh

23 years

6 years

10/22 Kevin & Robin Wrabley

30 years
27 years

10/6 Grant & Heather Seale
10/8 Jerry & Bev Conner

35 years

10/26 Rod & Leigh Ruhland

10/10 Mark & Stacey Lowe

37 years

10/27 Glenn & Kelly Hann

4 years

6 years

Miscellaneous
We express our sympathy to
Mary Siegle and family upon the death
of her brother, Jack Hazelwood of Brandon, WI, on September 13, 2018.

Congratulations to Tom
& Marilyn Chilton upon the birth
of their great-granddaughter,
Ashlyn Jolie Bourgeois, on September 5, 2018, in Slidell, LA.

Here is a Mission Opportunity for You!
Come be the hands of Christ
Fort Hill UMC has been asked to prepare and serve the Wednesday
night meal at Park View Community Mission on October 17 instead of October
31. Our church normally provides the meal whenever there is a fifth Wednesday
in the month, but for October another UM church wants to get on board in helping to provide this meal, so we are now scheduled for Wednesday, October 17.
Make your plans now to come be a part of this very
worthy mission. If you would like to help prepare the meal,
you will need to be at Park View by 2:00 p.m. If you would
rather help serve the meal, please plan to be there by 5:00
p.m. If you can’t make either of these times, perhaps you could come at 6:00
p.m. and help with the cleanup. If you have never helped at the Mission before,
please come help on this date. You will come away with a good feeling, knowing
you helped feel some very hungry people.
Desserts will be needed for this meal. This is another way you can help!
If you can provide a cake, pie, brownies or cookies, please bring them to the
Mission by 3:00 p.m. on that date. Thank you for your willingness to be a part of
this ministry.

It’s A Jigsaw
Puzzle Bonanza!
Do you enjoy
working jigsaw puzzles
during the cold weather
months? Are you trying
to figure out what to do
with puzzles you have
already
assembled?
Browse and pick up a
jigsaw puzzle in the vestibule leading into the
choir rehearsal room.
Drop off any used puzzles for others to enjoy!
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October, 2018

Sun

7
Holy
Communion

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

12:00 Lunch
Bunch Circle
1:00 Martha
Circle
2:00 Food truck
delivery
7:00 Genesis
Circle
7:00 Finance

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
10:00 Sermon
discussion time

9

10

8
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

6:30 Sermon
discussion time

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

15
Newsletter
deadline

6:30 Sermon
discussion time

21

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
10:00 Sermon
discussion time

10:30 Children’s
Church

14

Wed

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

22

16

17 7:00 AM

2:00 Food truck
delivery
3:30 - 6 REACH
distribution

Men’s Group
9:00 - 11:00 REACH
Distribution
10:00 Sermon discussion time
5:00 FHUMC serves
meal at Parkview

23

1:00 Book Club
7:00 Celebration
Ringers

29
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

30

5

6

12

13

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids - Peakland UMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

18

19

20

26

27

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids FHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

31
7:00 AM Men’s
Group
10:00 Sermon discussion time

6:30 Sermon
discussion
time

Sat

10 - 2 Park
View work day

25

10:00 Sermon discussion time

10:30 UMW
Candleburning

11

24

12:00 Salad & Ice
Cream lunch

Fri

5:00 Backpacks
for KidsFHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

28

4

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids FHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

10:30 Children’s 10:00 Acts 29
Church
Prayer Group

6:30 Sermon
discussion
time

Thu

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the
Sanctuary
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THE BOX SCORE

From the Hill

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1

is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536

Average worship attendance in 2017 - 139
Average worship attendance as of Sept. 16, 2018 - 129
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2018 as approved by the Church
Council is: $437,681
We need an average of $8,416.95 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 37 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $9,023.91
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

Times of Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Ronald A. Litten, Pastor
ron@forthillumc.com
littenra@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Hawkins, Minister of Music &
Congregational Care
janet@forthillumc.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040

Finance Committee Meeting Date
Changed
The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 2 instead of October 9 due to a conflict
in schedule for some members. Committee members
should make every effort to attend as the 2019 Budget
will be prepared.

Answers found on page 4. No peeking!

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Ronald A. Litten
Pastor
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Music & Congregational
Care
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline is
OCTOBER 15! Please submit
SHORT articles by this date to
assure inclusion. Thank you!

Who Wants to . . . .
GET FIT FOR FALL?
On Wednesday morning, October 24th, our very own Sally Sullivan
Fraidley, Physical Therapist with BWXT, will be at Fort Hill
UMC to talk with us about good health and wellness.
She might even challenge us with some dynamic
stretching! Watch for more details as the date gets
closer!

