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New Sermon Series Starting in September
Do you know what gift God has given you that you may serve God? Everyone has one! But not everyone knows what their gift is, or what it means to use it.
Throughout the Fall, starting September 2, we will have a sermon series on
the Gifts of the Spirit, Fitting into the Body of Christ. A special banner has been
made, in memory of John Cocke, to celebrate this series, and it will be in the Sanctuary throughout the series. Instead of a typical Bible Study, as we have done in the
past, everyone in the congregation is invited, and encouraged, to participate in a special discussion opportunity that will be made available three different times each
week for anyone who wishes to attend.
The first will be on Sunday nights at 6:30 p.m., beginning September 9. The second will be during the
week, on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m., and the third will be during the Sunday School time starting the
following Sunday morning on the 16th. Each of these will be opportunities to discuss the sermon, and specific
gifts preached on, and to learn further what these gifts are, and how we can know if we have them. So, plan
now to be with us at worship, and find a time to participate in the discussions that will follow.

FHUMC is off to Bedford!
EVERYONE WELCOME!
Wednesday, September 26th
Please Join us for 1, 2 and/or 3 Events
Event #1 D Day Memorial Walking Tour
10:00 am Meet at Bedford Welcome Center
$8.00 group rate (need 13 for group rate)
(shuttle carts for 5 persons - extra $5 each person)

Event #2 Lunch at Liberty Station
12 Noon – Dutch Treat

Event #3 Gross Orchard at 2 pm
6817 Wheats Valley Road, Bedford
Shop and/or Wagon Ride thru the Orchard ($3.50)
Please register by filling in the Pew Registration Card (drop in offering plate) or contact church office by Sept. 16th. If you
are going to the D Day Memorial, your $8 + $5 (if cart) needs to be in the office by 9/16. Please make checks payable to D
Day Foundation. Please indicate which events you will be attending: #1 (if need a cart), #2 and/or #3. If you would
like to carpool, if you could provide transportation for others, or if you prefer meeting the group in Bedford, please indicate. Carpools will leave church parking lot at 9:00 a.m.
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“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.”
-1 Corinthians 12:4-6
hen I was in elementary school, the teachers could handwrite a message on my report cards,
every six weeks. There was a theme amidst my report cards over the years that, I could swear,
became my teachers’ collective mantra: “Does not work up to his potential.” Consequently, my Mother and I
would have those repeated discussions concerning my school work.
Remembering those discussions now, reminds me of the parable in Matthew 25: 14-30 of the talents.
I was the third servant, burying my talent in inactivity and a wandering mind. Those discussions were my
“come to Jesus” moments. But it took time and repeated efforts to make a positive impact.
Looking back on it now, I realize what the problem was. I didn’t care about my potential. I was told
that I could make not less than a C on my report card. So, I simply rose to the level of my expectation, and I
became a C student. However, my teachers could see in me greater potential, that was not being tapped and
used.
But things did change about the time I was in the seventh grade. I had failed three subjects in one
grading period, and “all you know what” broke loose at home. I was grounded for the entire six weeks till the
next report card. That did it! I was now ready to review my potential.
Spiritually, many of us are just like my early academic endeavors - we do not work up to our potential.
And the problem is we have gotten the wrong message. We have learned that all that is required is that we
put our names on the role, attend church (semi-regularly), and contribute something to the finances of the
church. The rest is left up to the “special” people who are the leaders. And, consequently, we do as much as
possible to not be leaders. In short, we bury our talents, our potential.
Paul tells us in the passage above that we have all received gifts from God, special gifts that the Spirit
puts within us that are meant for the overall purpose of God’s Kingdom. Do you know what your gift is? Don’t
say you don’t have one - you do! God gave it to you! Everyone has at least one gift that God has given them
to be used for God’s Purposes, God’s People, God’s Kingdom and the Work of Jesus Christ in our world today. But, not everyone is using them. Many individuals are not working up to their potential, and the Kingdom of God is suffering for it.
I have often heard the old saying: “Do what you love, and you will never work a day in your life.” I
can’t say I completely agree with this, but I know that what I do in my life is not so much work as it is a vocation, a calling, and it drives me to be the best person I can be, to live up to my potential.
All of us know that Fort Hill UMC is going through some tough times right now, and has been for
years. We are seeing ministries die away, and we grieve this. We seek for someone to step up and keep
them going, but no one does. And we worry for our future.
However, for all our worry and frustrations for these lost ministries, no one has asked the questions
that God is asking. “Are you willing to live and work up to your potential?” “Are you willing to use the gifts I
gave you to serve me?” “Do you even know what your gifts are?” Another question God could ask us is:
“How long do you want to be a C student in my classroom, and yet want to enjoy the benefits of being an A
student?”
Starting now, in September, we are going to learn about the gifts of the Spirit, and discuss them, and
learn what our individual gifts are. We cannot truly serve God, or live up to our potential as God’s Church,
until we know for sure what God has gifted us to accomplish. We have talked and talked and talked about
what we want our church to be and provide, but we have never asked God if that is God’s desire for us. And
so, we have floundered, become repeatedly more and more frustrated, and we have only seen our ministries
fade all the more. Don’t you all think it is time that we turned to God and discovered what God wants for us,
from us, and out of us, by learning where and how God has gifted us?
Yours In Christ, Ron
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September Communion Offering
to Benefit Society of St. Andrew
One half of the September Communion offering
will go to Society of St. Andrew. The other half will go
to Interfaith Outreach Association to assist those who
need help with rent, utilities, food, etc.
Did you know that September
is National Hunger Action Month?
Currently, there are over 45 million people in the United States
who are hungry or food insecure.
At the same time, as a country,
we throw away over 96 billion pounds of food. SOSA’s national hunger ministry has rescued good, nutritious fruits and vegetables from the fields of farmers
all over the US, which has resulted in food appearing
on the dinner plates of our hungry brothers and sisters.
Thank you for your generous gifts!

♪

Worship Participation for
10:30 a.m. Worship Services

♫

Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 23

Sanctuary Choir
Sanctuary Choir
Sanctuary Choir & Instrumental Ensemble
Sanctuary Choir & Celebration Ringers

Sept. 30

Sanctuary Choir

♪

A Word From Amos
Hello Fort Hill family! This is your little
church mouse again with a very
special shout out, and declaration of
thanks, to two very special ladies of
our church family. I am speaking of
Dee Booth and Jean Fielding. For
years, they organized and led Kingdom Kids. They were here, week
after week, planning, preparing and
getting things together for that ministry, every Spring and Fall. Their
dedication and service were second to none.
Their commitment and diligence were a witness to
everyone who helped and served alongside them.
I hear that they have retired from that ministry,
and that made me sad, though I have seen their
service and understand fully their need to do so.
They will be missed. And so, I wanted to give this
shout out for them and their time, talents, service
and sacrifice for the children of our church and
community.
Your little church mouse, Amos

Book Club to Meet in September
The next Book Club meeting will be held
on Wednesday, September 26, at 1:00 p.m. at
Given’s Café. The book that will be discussed is
Hollow Faith by Stephen Ingram. Come join us!

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are
in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our prayer concerns for
September are as follows:
Guggenheimer
The Summit
Others who need our
Doris Conner
Doris Thompson
prayers:
Elizabeth English
Max Wilmer
Dale Almond
Nancy Billingsley
Edley Place Care
Valley View
Lisa Garra
Emeline Hanway
Jo Bennett
Sue Gay
Peyton Haywood
Sentara Meadow View Terrace
Mike & Ellen Hill
(Clarksville, VA)
Betsy Kempf
Madeline Bush
Joan Roberts

Can You Help?
I can't believe it but 2019
calendars have already started coming. I have received
3. The Park View Calendar
program is meeting a simple
need for many people. Any
extra calendars, and other
freebies that you get, and do
not need, please put them in
my basket in the Welcome
Center , give them to me, or
put them in the pew where I
usually sit, and I will be glad
to
get
them
to
PVCM. Thanks in advance
for your help. -Fred Fauber
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From Our Librarian . . .
Bus to Corinth by Ladine B. Housholder
Copper Teapot Publishing, 2016
This is the story of five women going on a
journey through Greece to honor the memory of a
friend, and retrace the footsteps of Paul the Apostle
during his ministry in Athens and Corinth. Throughout their journey, the women discover that the study
of Corinthians actually transforms their
own lives as they discover how the
Apostle Paul loved and labored in Corinth. As this book is a sequel to The
Well Women: Crossing the Boundaries
by the same author, it took quite a
while trying to sort out the characters
and their different personalities. The
“flashback” references to Paul’s letters to the Corinthians puts this into the category of historical fiction.
*********************************
A note from our librarian: A new checkout/return
procedure is now in place in the church library.
Make your book selection and fill out a card with the
book number found inside the front of the book, date
it, and sign your name. There is no set time limit for
books checked out. This is on the honor system.
When the books are returned, place them on the desk
in the library. The librarian will return the books to the
shelves. Thank you.
-Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

Notes from United Methodist Woman
The Genesis Circle wishes to thank everyone who so generously contributed items for the 50
health kits that where taken to Annual Conference
for UMCOR. The circle will once again be collecting
items for kits beginning in October. The item to be
collected in October will be nail clippers.
(Inexpensive ones can be purchased at Dollar General, Dollar Tree, or WalMart.) More information will
be in future newsletters.
All women of the church are invited to the
UMW joint meeting on September 30 after church at
11:45 for lunch and a program . The cost of the
lunch is $5.00, payable at the door. Reservations
may be made by turning in a reservation card that is
in the pew rack or by calling the church office.
Save the date!! On October 21, after church
there will be a SALAD BAR AND ICE CREAM SUNDAE EXTRAVAGANZA You won't want to miss it!

Java Stop Coming to a Stop?
To all those who give of themselves to provide for Java Stop, “Thank You!” Your generosity
and provisions are greatly appreciated. But, to
the church at large, we say, “Help!” We need persons who will help with the task of providing for
Java Stop, to bring lite food stuffs for those who
come to Sunday School, as an expression of hospitality. There are some persons who are very
good at providing this, but they are few. More are
needed.
Too often we forget that we are all the
body of Christ, called to share in the ministry of
Jesus here at Fort Hill. There are some individuals whose commitment
is so great that they
give, and give, and give,
and we take their commitment for granted.
We may not even say
“thank you.” Then they
stop! Maybe they stop
because they are tired,
or because it has become too much, or they just
want others to join in and help . . . but no one
does. It is good to be grateful for what others do,
but even more it is great to join in the tasks and
lend a hand, be a part, share the commitment and
make whatever ministry we have easier for those
who do it. “Many hands make lite work!”
So, take your gratitude to the next level
and search your hearts, and your calendars, for a
time to be a part of this ministry of hospitality on
Sunday morning, and be a part of those who provide for Java Stop!

UMW Circle Meeting Dates
Lunch Bunch - Tuesday, Sept. 4
12:00 Noon at
Isabella’s
Martha- Tuesday, Sept. 4, 1:00 p.m. in the church
Library
Genesis - Tuesday, Sept. 4, 7:00 p.m. at home of
Becky Spangler, 220 Paulette Circle
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September Birthdays
9/1
9/2
9/2
9/3
9/3
9/4
9/4
9/6
9/8
9/8
9/8
9/8

Marsha Glass
Terry Minnick
Whitney Robertson
Maggie Scott
Brooke Kendrick
Mark Howard
Sarah Saville
William Saville, Jr.
Jennifer Marsh
Carrie McCane
Griffin Spencer
Brooklyn Staton

9/8
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/16

9/18
9/18
9/18
9/19
9/19
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/21
9/22

Emma Quarles
Carol Hall
Havion Ferguson
Shelly Wedler
Parker Staton
Marilyn Chilton
Jackie Gay
Carolyn Coleman
Vickie Ferguson
Jon Roark
Rhonda Ford
Pat Staton

Joe Thornhill
Barry Bell
Jonathan Napier
W. D. Perdieu
Norma Almond
Ryan Vincent
Ann Buchanan
Phyllis Hicks
Dalton Huskin
Lexey Bourgugnon
Jesse Hamilton
Mike Mistretta

9/22
9/24
9/24
9/26
9/28
9/29
9/29
9/30
9/30
9/30
9/30

Travis Simmons
Nancy Ware
John Thornhill
Mary Ann Carter
Wayne Rhodes
Mike Allen
Deborah Gibson
Sara Foutz
Bryan Garra
Michael Manning
Brent Mays

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

September Wedding Anniversaries
9/5

Tom & Marilyn Chilton

59 years

9/16 Jimmy & JoAnn Mays

57 years

9/7

Jack & Barbara Blackburn

72 years

9/19 Robert & Barbara Mayne

29 years

9/8

Bryan & Lisa Garra

28 years

9/19 Mark & Amanda Anthony

9 years

48 years

9/24 Kevin & Megan Boniface

7 years

9/12 Terry & Ann Stinson

9/30 Ken & Delores Layne

57 years

Miscellaneous
On behalf of Brandy and Christian
Everhart, we would like to thank the Sanctuary Choir, especially Janet Hawkins and Sylvia Morgan, for the lovely New Beginnings event for
Charlee on July 29. It was truly a special occasion, and
we are grateful to all who came, and for the thoughtful
kindnesses and gifts. The Everharts moved back to North
Carolina at the end of August due to a job change, but
they enjoyed coming to FHUMC, and look forward to visiting again. We are truly blessed with a loving congregation.
-Daryl and Don Knott

We extend our sympathy to
June Plunkett and family upon the
death of her husband, Charlie Plunkett, on July 20; and to Sue Gay &
Linda Sutor upon the death of their
aunt, Louise Ashwell, on July 25;
and to Richard & Janet Hawkins upon the
death of their sister-in-law, Nan Hawkins, on
August 10.

THANK YOU Delbert and Becky Spangler for
hosting the choir dinner in August. We are grateful for
your gracious hospitality!

Congratulations to Andrew &
Heather Jenks upon the arrival of their son, Wade Royal
Jenks, on July 25. He is the
grandson of Bob Jenks and
the late Barbara Jenks and
the nephew of Jennifer Jenks;
and to Willie & Catherine Martin upon the arrival of their son, Cameron Andrew Martin, on August 21. He is the grandson of Tim & Kim Beuerle and great grandson of Billy Saville..

Thank you for your generous donation of $114
to support our work of ending homelessness. Your gift
will provide the opportunity for our homeless neighbors to
rebuild their lives with hope and dignity. In the first quarter
of 2018, your support allowed us to provide housing and
a restored sense of security for 57 homeless children
through our Community First program. -With gratitude,
Sarah Quarantotto Executive Director of Miriam’s House
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September, 2018

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the
Sanctuary

2

Holy
Communion

3
Church Office
Closed

10:30 Children’s
Church
Have a safe
Labor Day!

9

10

3:00 N. Hawkins
memorial service

4
12:00 Lunch
Bunch Circle
1:00 Martha
Circle
2:00 Food truck
delivery
7:00 Genesis
Circle

11

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

17

10:30 Children’s
Church

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

6:30
Sermon
discussion time

8
10 - 2 Park
View work day

5:00 Backpacks
7:00 Celebration
for KidsRingers
FHUMC
7:00 Nomina7:00 Sanctuary
tions Committee
Choir

12

18

19

2:00 Food truck
delivery
3:30 - 6 REACH
distribution

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
9:00 - 11:00
REACH
Distribution
10:00 Sermon discussion time

6:30 SPRC

24
30

7

13

14

15
Newsletter
deadline

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids - Peak7:00 Celebration land UMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

16

23

6

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
10:00 Sermon
discussion time

6:30 Sermon
discussion time

3:00 District Conference
6:00 Youth meeting at
Lowe home
6:30 Sermon discussion time

5

25

20

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids FHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

26

27

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
9:00 FH to Bedford
trip
10:00 Sermon discussion time
1:00 Book Club
7:00 Celebration
Ringers

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids FHUMC
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

21

22

28

29
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THE BOX SCORE

From the Hill

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1

is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536

Average worship attendance in 2017 - 139
Average worship attendance as of August 19, 2018 - 135
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2018 as approved by the Church
Council is: $437,681
We need an average of $8,416.95 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 33 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $9,389.41
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

It’s Time To Start Preparing
the 2019 Operating Budget
All work areas and departments should start planning their budget for 2019. Your requested budget
figures should be submitted to the Finance Committee no later than October 1.
If you need an updated expense report for your work
area or department, please
contact the Financial Secretary, Jeanette Seale, at
847-1251, Ext 201 or email her at secretary@forthillumc.com.

Times of Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Ronald A. Litten, Pastor
ron@forthillumc.com
littenra@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Hawkins, Minister of Music &
Congregational Care
janet@forthillumc.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040

District Conference to be Held
On September 16, 2018, the District will
hold its Annual District Conference/Training
Event at Amelon UMC, 220 Amelon Road, Madison Heights, VA, at 3:00 pm. Rev. Alex Joyner,
DS of the Eastern Shore District, will be preaching. Beginning at 4:45 pm, there will be the Annual District Training with Martha Stokes leading
one of the training sessions. Other training
events will be offered, but there will be only the
one event following the District Conference that
will last 75 minutes. So, plan to attend the District Conference/Training event at Amelon UMC
on September 16.

Backpacks for Kids Program Begins!
What is the Backpacks for Kids Program? It is a program that provides bags of food
that go home with the children from two local elementary schools each Friday, so that families will have enough food in their home to feed their children properly. Won’t you be a
part of helping to fight hunger and poverty in Lynchburg? Be a Backpacks for Kids volunteer! We pack bags of food every Thursday, that school is in session, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Church groups, civic groups, scout groups and others in the community are welcome to
participate! If you would like to volunteer, sign up in the Welcome Center, call the church
office or just show up at the back parking lot door on Thursday afternoons at 5:00 p.m. All
ages are welcome to come participate!

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Ronald A. Litten
Pastor
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Music & Congregational
Care
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline is
SEPTEMBER 15TH! Please
submit SHORT articles by this
date to assure inclusion.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO “BELONG” AT FORT HILL UMC?
Then we want you . . . .
To discover the joy of serving the Lord through music ministry at Fort Hill.
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!
Contact Janet, the church office or any choir member
for more information.
Sanctuary Choir (Thursdays at 7 p.m. beginning September 6)
Celebration Ringers (Wednesdays at 7 p.m. beginning September 5)
Instrumental Ensemble (Rehearse one Sunday per month at 9 a.m.)
Guitarists/Percussionists always welcome!

