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Confirmation Sunday at Fort Hill UMC is in June
Confirmation Sunday will be June 2, and we are pleased to have two confirmands joining the church
at that time. This year’s confirmands are Andrew Marsh and Ciara Tolley. They have been studying with
Pastor Ron the past three months about Methodism and what it means to be a member of the church. They
will be helping with Holy Communion on that Sunday. After the worship service, there will be a small reception in Oxford Hall for them. Please make your plans to stay after worship to meet, congratulate and welcome
our newest members of Fort Hill UMC!

Music Sunday Coming
to Fort Hill!
Meet Fort Hill’s 2019 Graduates
High School:
*Kathryn Toney graduating from Jefferson
Forest HS and will be attending Radford University
in the fall
*Kyle Wrabley graduating from Jefferson Forest HS
and will be attending Christopher Newport University
in the fall
College:
*Tom Robertson graduating from James Madison
University with a Bachelor of Science Degree from
the School of Media Arts & Design (journalism) and
will begin work on June 17 as a news reporter for the
Zanesville (Ohio) Times Recorder
*Elizabeth Ruhland graduating from the University
of Lynchburg with a Bachelor’s Degree and teacher
certificate. She is currently seeking a job in teaching.
*Robbie Toney graduating Magna Cum Laude from
the University of Lynchburg with a Bachelor of Arts in
Business Administration and a Minor in Management, and will be joining Toney Construction Co. full
time
We will be celebrating and recognizing these young
adults for their accomplishments on Sunday, June 16, during
the worship time. Please join us on that Sunday to wish them
well as they start a new chapter in their lives.

“When In Our Music God Is Glorified”
is the theme for Fort Hill’s Music Sunday
on June 9 at 10:30 a.m. Come lift your
voice in song with Fort Hill musicians and
friends.
There will be soloists,
choir, Men’s Chorus,
handbells, brass, woodwinds, strings, organ,
and piano. The variety
of music will be pleasing
and uplifting, but most of
all, we will be singing praises to God.
You do to want to miss this!
After the service, there will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall honoring our
retiring Director of Music, Rev. Janet
Hawkins, and an opportunity for you to
thank her for her 32 years of dedicated
service to Fort Hill UMC.
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“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God
every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion…”
Philippians 1: 2-6
How does one say goodbye? Even more, how does one say thank you to those who have blessed his
life? For that is what I need to do! I must say goodbye to you, my friends and family of Fort Hill UMC, and
that is not an easy thing for me to do. I am happy to be retiring, to step away from the ministry of the Church
and pursue other opportunities in my life and service, but I am not happy to be leaving people I have grown to
love with my whole heart. But in saying goodbye, I want also to say thank you for the privilege you have given me of being your Pastor, and to plan and do worship that has been exciting, engaging and relevant. I must
say a huge thank you to my friend and colleague, Janet Hawkins, who has made that endeavor a true joy.
But many of you have been instrumental in that process, or at least patient and encouraging as we worked it
through.
I am even more grateful for the privilege of just being at Fort Hill UMC, for I have found you to be a
wonderful place and people to be in ministry with. You have been extremely gracious with Roberta and I as
we have participated in the life and ministry of the church, showing appreciation even when we did not deserve it. We have laughed much, cried some and stood together through the good and the bad.
I have always tried to do the right thing as your Pastor, but I am not naïve in the knowledge of my limitations and flaws. But you have still accepted me and encouraged me, warts and all. I have not always had
that in my ministry, so I say a very grateful thank you to you all for that.
As I move forward, I recognize that I cannot be part of Fort Hill’s future going forward, but like Paul
says in his letter to the church in Philippi, I will always pray for you with joy. God is not finished with you yet!
With the changes that are coming, God is seeking to make of you a church that can be God’s place for all
people. You will have resources going forward you did not have when I first arrived. These resources will
allow you to be in ministry as you have never been able to be in ministry before. Take full advantage of them!
Be open to the presence and power of the Spirit of God in this church, and continue in Grace to be God’s
people for all the people who are seeking and needing God in their lives. To this end God has called you, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion…”
Your Servant and Friend,
Ron

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our current prayer
concerns are as follows:
Guggenheimer
Sentara Meadow View Terrace
Others who need our prayers:
Elizabeth English
(Clarksville, VA)
Nancy Billingsley
Mike & Ellen Hill
Madeline Bush
Bryan & Lisa Garra
Ken & Delores Layne
The Summit
Doris Thompson
Williams Home
Max Wilmer
Doris Conner
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June Communion
Offering to Benefit
Churches for Urban
Ministry Camp Timothy
One half of the communion
offering, received on the first Sunday of June, will
be given to Churches for Urban Ministry, for their
Camp Timothy Program, a program that was organized in 1952 for the purpose of providing summer
enrichment for children and youth, ages 5-13, living in the inner city. The tuition for a child to attend the summer program for six weeks is approximately $30. This is quite a bargain, considering
the actual cost per child is close to $400. For
many parents, even the $30 is difficult to come up
with. Will you please provide a scholarship for a
needy child to attend camp? Your generous contribution to the June Communion Sunday love offering will make some child happy and enriched by
allowing him/her to attend Camp Timothy. The
other half of the offering will go to our own Local
Relief Fund, which is sent to Interfaith Outreach
Association to help those in need of rental or utility
assistance, etc.

UMW Circle Meeting Dates
Wise Moon - Tuesday, June 4, 12:00
Noon at Valley View
Martha- Tuesday, June 4, 12:00 Noon at Crown
Sterling
Genesis - Tuesday, June 4, 6:00 p.m. at
Charley’s restaurant

Book Club to Meet in June
The next Book Club meeting will be held
on Wednesday, June 26 at 1:00 p.m. at Givens
Book Store Café on Lakeside Drive. The book that
will be discussed is Threading My Prayer Rug by
Sabeeha Rehman. Come join us!

A Word From Amos
Hey my Fort Hill UMC family! This is Amos,
your little church mouse, here to give a different kind
of a shout out. Usually I acknowledge special people
in the church who make a difference in and through
our church, but this time I want to give a shout out to
the Lord. I have been watching and listening to you
all for some time now, and I have noticed that you
seem very anxious and upset over some changes
that are coming. We mice know about anxious
changes! But hanging out here at Fort Hill and with
so many of you I have learned about God. God is
with us. But, like you, I have had to learn to pay
close attention to when and where God shows up.
I know the Pastor is leaving,
retiring actually, and that that bothers
some of you. And I know that Janet is
also retiring and leaving the ministry
here at the church for new experiences
and new kinds of ministry beyond our
little home here. These changes are
making many of you very anxious and
doubtful about your future. But being a
very little mouse and hardly even visible to you, I
have also seen and heard many other things that say
something very different to me. I still see and hear
God being active and still in charge here. God is
watching out for you, even if you do not think so, or
you cannot see it.
I like Ron, the Pastor, but he is not God. I
really like Janet and appreciate what she does so
well here, but she is not God either. I like Jeanette,
Chris and Crystal too, and I see and hear all the
good they do. But none of them is God. God is in
them, and beyond them! God uses them and others
to accomplish what God knows is needed, but God is
more than any one person or persons in the church.
God is greater, God is more, God never makes mistakes.
Do not lose heart, my Fort Hill family! So, do
not let your anxiety take over, or your doubts give
way to despair. God is still here; God is not going
anywhere. God is still calling people to the work of
the church, the work of God’s Kingdom. Be patient,
be faithful, stay the course and continue in service for
God, and you will see, even as I do, that God will be
faithful with you.
Your Little Church Mouse,
Amos

Page 4

From Our Librarian . . .
Threading My Prayer Rug: One Woman’s Journey
from Pakistani Muslim to American Muslim
by Sabeeha Rehman, Arcade Publishing, 2016
It is one thing to move from one town to
another, but imagine moving from one country,
with its culture, and moving to a new country, with
a totally different culture! This book is the story of
one woman’s journey from Pakistan
to the United States and the experiences she encounters. We see
how she navigates American society, while maintaining her self-identity
for her children and community. Immigrant life is filled with conflicts between family traditions while assimilating
into the tapestry that is America, but she overcomes and becomes a strong voice to moderate
Muslims. She believes the way to deal with extremism in any form is through education and dialogue. “Get to be known and love thy neighbor.”
*********************************
A note from our librarian: When checking out a
book from the church library, be sure to sign your
name on a white slip of paper that is on the library
desk. Also write the name of the book you are
checking out, along with its number, which is
found inside the front cover. When returning a
book to the library, please leave the book on the
desk. I will take care of putting it back on the
proper shelf. Thank you for your cooperation, and
I hope you are enjoying your “new” library.
-Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

Coming Soon!
Vacation Bible School
Fort Hill UMC is joining with Chestnut Hill
UMC for Vacation Bible School
this summer to be held at Fort
Hill. Dates are July 22 - 24, so
mark your calendars now!
Each evening will start
with a snack supper at 5:15
p.m. The VBS fun will start at
6:00 pm and end at 8:00 p.m.
This year, our VBS will focus on being mission
minded.
Invite the children in your neighborhood,
your grandchildren, or any child that you think
would want to join in the fun. More details will be
in upcoming bulletins and the July newsletter.

McPherson Scholarship
Applications Still Being
Accepted
It is a great privilege to offer
scholarships, from the McPherson
Scholarship Endowment, each year.
All first year college students (2019
high school graduates), who are
members of Fort Hill UMC, are encouraged to apply. Second thru
fourth year students may apply also. Applications can
be picked up in the church office, and must be returned no later than June 9. Scholarship awards will
be made in July.

Fort Hill to Receive New Pastor in June
With Pastor Ron retiring in June, Fort Hill will
be receiving a new pastor effective June 26. We are
pleased to welcome Rev. Marc D. Brown and his wife,
Beverly, to Fort Hill. Reverend Brown’s first Sunday
with us will be June 30.
Reverend Brown currently is serving as the
Director of Connectional Ministries, whose office is at
the Conference Center in Richmond.
A native of Virginia, he is an Eder in the Virginia Conference with a Bachelor’s degree from Radford
University and a Master of Divinity from Wesley Theological Seminary. He has served appointments in the
Conference since 1977, which have included churches in the Peninsula, Richmond, Winchester, Charlottesville and Norfolk Districts. He also has served
for seven years as district superintendent of the Richmond District.
He and his wife live in Amherst, where she is a
Gifted Education Specialist with the Amherst County
School System. They have two adult children and
families: Ginny (married to Bryan) who have four children (Abby, Brady, Frankie, Eddie); Adam (married to
Rachel) who have two children (Ethan, Vivian).
There will be a reception after the worship service on June 30 to welcome them to Fort Hill.

Farewell Reception Planned
for Pastor Ron
There will be a farewell reception for Pastor
Ron and his wife, Roberta, immediately after the worship service on June 16, in the Fellowship Hall. Make
plans to attend the reception to wish them well as he
retires from the ministry.
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June Birthdays
6/1
6/1
6/1
6/1
6/3
6/3
6/3
6/4
6/4
6/5
6/6
6/7
6/8
6/9

6/9
6/9
6/10
6/11
6/11
6/13
6/14
6/14
6/14
6/17
6/17
6/18
6/19
6/19

Jason Spence
Allison Hunter
Elizabeth Ruhland
Trent Mawyer
June Plunkett
Ann Vincent
Steve Huskin
Liz Thornhill
Karen Beverly
Jessie Blanks
Jeanette Seale
Les Marsh
Greg Starbuck
George Laubenstein

Rich LaReau
Jessica Hamilton
Jeanette Almond
Christina Dore
Riley Seale
Greg Sullivan
Terry Thompson
Willie Moseley
Megan Marsh
Ken Knott
Bob Alvis
Cindie Allen
Jared Jones
Jesse Mays

6/19
6/20
6/21
6/22
6/22
6/24
6/24
6/26
6/26
6/26
6/26
6/26
6/26
6/27

Klare Tatum
Patty Marsh
Jim Hill
Tommy Wyant
Valerie Fusco
Laura Elliott
Mark Elliott
Hank Bollmer
Gail DeNoon
David Glass
Annette Moseley
Eric Mitchell
Kyle Wrabley
Tracy Lee

6/27
6/28
6/28
6/28
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/29
6/29
6/30
6/30
6/30

Scott Winnagle
Shirley Apperson
Bonnie Kiger
Ethel Lloyd
Anna Gay
Meriel Wiley
Neal Cassidy
Aaron Lee
Hailey Gibson
Shirley Roberts
James Blanks
Cassidy Elliott

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

June Wedding Anniversaries
6/3 William & Kathy Saville

30 years

6/23 Ron & Roberta Litten

6/11 Mike & Cindie Allen

36 years

6/23 Donovan & Sarah Huffer

6/14 Bill & Lynn Cash

39 years

6/25 Tim & Kim Beuerle

36 years

6/15 Steve & Pat Mays

46 years

6/26 Marc & Karen Beverly

20 years

6/17 Mike & Ellen Hill

75 years

6/27 Eddie & Cindy Englund

38 years

6/17 Jon & Lori Roark

30 years

6/27 Wiley & Carolyn Green

49 years

6/28 Ed & Jean Fielding

50 years

6/21 Mike & Valerie Fusco

5 years

35 years
7 years

6/21 George & Norma Almond

61 years

6/28 Dennis & Sallie Johnson

44 years

6/22 John & Macy Hamilton

28 years

6/28 Greg & Ann Vincent

44 years

6/29 John & Mary Scott

28 years

Miscellaneous
Beth, of Wise Street Ministries, very much appreciates the many items contributed
by members of Fort Hill UMC. She says many families have been blessed by your generosity.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
-The Martha Circle
Dear FHUMC - Thank you so much for the gift card and warm wishes. I don’t check
my mailbox often enough and apologize for my late acknowledgement!! Thanks again,
-Abigail Englund
Many thanks for the college care packet/.gift card you sent me. I really appreciate it, and I am grateful for your support over the years. I just finished my second year at VMI and look forward to a good summer
here in Lynchburg.
-Zach Wiley
We extend our deepest sympathy to Mike Hill and family upon the death of his sister-inlaw, Shirley Hill, on April 27; to Pam Smith and family upon the death of her father, Stanley
Smith, on April 28; and to the family of Anne Tucker who died on May 20.
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June 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary &
Children’s Church 1st & 3rd Sundays

2

Holy
Communion

Confirmation
Sunday
11:45 Reception
for Confirmands

9

3

4

5

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

12:00 Martha
Circle
12:00 Lunch
Bunch Circle

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10

11:45 Farewell
reception for
Janet Hawkins

Father’s
Day
Graduate
Sunday
11:45 Farewell
reception for
Pastor Ron

23

17

30

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

11

12

6

7

7:00 Finance
Committee

18

8
10:00 - 2:00
Park View Work
Day

10:00 JOY Team
VBS Prep &
Lunch

10:00 Chair
Yoga
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

13

14

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

15
10:00 Chair
Yoga

7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

19

20

21

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

22
10:00 Chair
Yoga

Virginia Annual Conference
See Spotlight page for details

24

11:45
Reception
for new
pastor

6:00 Genesis
Circle

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

6:30 SPRC
meeting

16

10:00 Chair
Yoga

25

26

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10:30-12:30
VBS Prep Party

1:00 Book Club

27

28

29
10:00 Chair
Yoga
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THE BOX SCORE
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1
Average worship attendance in 2018 - 130
Average worship attendance as of May 19, 2019 - 124
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2019 as approved by the Church
Council is: $442,242
We need an average of $8,504.66 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 20 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $8,077.06
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

Fun in the Sun
Enjoy some summer-themed laughter while you lounge!
Seen on a church sign (and appropriate for grilling season): “God doesn’t make misteaks.”

From the Hill
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536
Times of Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Ronald A. Litten, Pastor
ron@forthillumc.com
littenra@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Hawkins, Minister of Music &
Congregational Care
janet@forthillumc.com
Chris Loud, Communications Director
Chris.Loud50@gmail.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040
“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture
God’s people so they can
CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.”
-Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement

Person approaching a shoreline: “Is this river any good
for fish?”
Response: “It must be. I can’t get any of them to leave
it.
Q: Why do people go to church in the summer?
A: It’s prayer-conditioned!
Q: Why was it so hot in the stadium after the game?
A: All the fans left.
Q: While hiking, how can you identify a dogwood tree?
A: By its bark.
Q: What do sheep have on sunny days?
A: A baa-baa-cue!

Samaritan Fund Offering Still Being Received
The annual drive for support of the Virginia United Methodist Homes through the Samaritan Offering began
on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13, and ends on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 17. Please consider giving a gift to
this fund, in honor or memory of a loved one or friend. You may designate which home you wish to support.
Make checks payable to FHUMC, for credit on your giving record.

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Ronald A. Litten
Pastor
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Music & Congregational
Care
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline is
JUNE 15TH! Please submit
SHORT articles by this date to
assure inclusion. Thank you!

Virginia Annual Conference to be Held in Roanoke
The 2019 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held June 20-22 at
the Berglund Center in Roanoke.
This year’s theme is “Moving Forward in God’s
Mission,” based on Matthew 28:18-20 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Each year, our Bishop sets a monetary goal to help others throughout the world.
Bishop Lewis has set a goal of $150,000 for this year, and the recipients will be: Africa University Student
Scholarships - $40,000; Cambodia Pastors Leadership Training - $40,000; Mozambique Lay Leadership
Training - $20,000; Brazil “Shade and Fresh Water” children’s program - $20,000; and Just Neighbors
Matching Funds Grant for Immigrant Legal Counsel in four districts - $30,000. If you would like to contribute to Bishop Lewis’ appeal, please earmark your check and offering envelope “Conference Offering” and
place in the collection plate.
Fort Hill’s representatives to Conference his year, in addition to Pastor Ron and Janet, are Greg
and Ann Vincent. They will be presenting the 62 health kits, assembled by the Genesis Circle, which you
so generously donated. Thank you!

