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WE ARE GETTING ALL GEARED UP FOR A FORT HIILL/CHESTNUT HILL UMC 

MISSION MINDED  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 

When:  Mon., July 22nd - Tues., July 23rd & Wed., July 24th 

5:15 - 6:00 pm  Supper  (For All VBS participants, their families, volunteers) 
6:00 - 8:00 pm  - VBS Program 

Ages:  Preschool Program (Potty Trained 3 year olds - Pre-K)  
and Elementary (Completed K - Completed 5th grade) 

Registration Forms available in the church office, Welcome Center or online at 
 https://www.forthillumc.com/vacation-bible-school/ 

(right click on above link and click “open hyperlink” to view form 

or copy and paste link into your browser) 

 

We need FHUMC congregation to help with the following: 
To PRAY for our VBS; 

To INVITE children and grandchildren in your family and neighborhood; 
To GIVE them an available registration form and to OFFER transportation if possible; 

To ASSIST with providing some needed items - see the VBS table in the Welcome Center; 
To VOLUNTEER to help those 3 days, especially need CREW LEADERS (no prep required) 

Thanks to so many who have already volunteered. 
 

The Purpose of a Mission Minded VBS is for children to learn the importance for Christians 
to be in service to others.   

We will be talking about WHO DO YOU SERVE? on Monday 

HOW DO YOU SERVE on Tuesday 

WHY DO YOU SERVE? on Wednesday 

We will actually be doing service projects each night.  
 

Questions and to Volunteer, please call Mindy Zelaya at 434-426-8909  
or Becky Spangler at 434-660-6067. 
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 What a privilege it is to be appointed as pastor of Fort Hill, a congregation that has been a faithful bea-
con of hope in Jesus Christ since 1899.  During the years, people in this community of faith have been the 
body of Christ as they rejoiced with those who rejoice and wept with those who weep.  At the altar of Fort Hill, 
the sacredness of life has been experienced as lives have been joined, renewed in the water of baptism, con-
firmed in the faith of Jesus Christ, sustained in Holy Communion, and remembered in the great cloud of wit-
nesses.   
 

 What a privilege it is to be appointed as pastor of Fort Hill, a congregation that is a faithful beacon of 
hope in Jesus Christ in 2019.  During this year, you have been the body of Christ as you have lived the vows 
of discipleship to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.  You have been the body of Christ in express-
ing your gratitude to Ron and Roberta for the ways they blessed your congregation.  You have been the body 
of Christ as you expressed your gratitude to Janet for the blessings of her ministry of music and congregation-
al care.  You are the body of Christ as you welcome Beverly and me to your church family.  You will be the 
body of Christ as you welcome Jacob Dishman in August to be the new Director of Music for your church.      
 

 What a privilege it is to be appointed as pastor of Fort Hill, a congregation that will be a faithful beacon 
of hope in Jesus Christ in the years that are ahead.  In the journey that is before us, we will be greeted by the 
risen Christ who waits to welcome us in the dawning of a new day of ministry.  We will encounter challenges 
that are facing the Church universal and questions that are facing people in the uncertainty of life through faith 
in the certainty of God’s steadfast love. 
 

 As your pastor, I promise to travel the journey of Christian faith by your side as a fellow follower of Je-
sus Christ.  I do not profess to know the answers to all the questions that are with us, but I do profess faith in 
the risen Jesus Christ who has promised to be with us always.  I do not profess to know all the right questions 
to ask, but I do profess faith in God who will help us to ask the right questions together as we live in God’s 
grace as a community of faith.        
 

As your pastor, I invite us to join together in two ways as a community of faith in the time that is ahead.  
First, I invite us to pray daily and listen together for the ways God is calling us into fresh expressions of minis-
try.  Secondly, I invite us to worship together weekly as we grow together as a community of disciples who 
witness to the holy touch of God’s presence in the Fort Hill community.   

 

 I look forward to the ways we will bless God through our life together.  What a privilege it is to 
be appointed as pastor of Fort Hill!   

      In Christ’s service, 
      Marc 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 

 We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or re-
covering at home.  Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin.  Our current prayer 
concerns are as follows: 
 

Guggenheimer           Sentara Meadow View Terrace            Others who need our prayers:  
Elizabeth English   (Clarksville, VA)                    Nancy Billingsley           Mike & Ellen Hill 
     Madeline Bush        Bryan & Lisa Garra          Mary Siegle 

The Summit                                               Dana Stowman 

Doris Thompson  Williams Home          
Max Wilmer    Doris Conner                 
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  Church-wide Potluck Picnic Planned! 
 

 Thursday, July 11 

    Bernard’s Landing Conference Center Deck  
        at Smith Mountain Lake 

 

All are invited!  Bring your whole family and friends!  Please call the church of-
fice by Friday, July 5, and let us know you want in on the fun! 
 

Bring a beverage and your favorite picnic goody: veggie, salad or dessert, . . . Surprise us!  Fried 
chicken will be provided. 
 

If you wish to carpool, meet at the church at 10:30 a.m. for a 10:45 a.m. departure. 
If you wish to carpool from Timberlake UMC parking lot, meet there at 11:00 a.m. 

 

There will be swimming, fishing, food and good conversation.  Bring your fishing pole, gear and bait and/or 
swimming suit and towel.  A pool is adjacent to the Conference Center deck.   
There will be tables set up for afternoon games for those interested. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    
Tear this sheet off and drop into offering plate OR call the church office at 847-1251 by July 5 

 

YES! I’m going to the picnic!  Wouldn’t miss it! 
 

Name_________________________________ There are ________ in my group. 
 

_____ I will drive myself. (Directions on page 7) 
 

_____ I will drive myself and can transport _____ others 

 

_____ I would like transportation from Fort Hill UMC 

 

_____  I would like transportation from Timberlake UMC 

A Word From Amos 

 

 Hey my Fort Hill UMC family!  This is Amos, your little church mouse.  It sure has been hectic around 
here lately with so many changes taking place.  It’s hard for a little fella like me to find a place to hide because 
things are getting moved out and in, people coming and going all days of the week!  Pastor Ron has now offi-
cially retired and moved out of the office, and your new pastor, Marc, has moved in.  I saw him the other day, 

but he didn’t see me.  But he almost stepped on me.  Anyway, he is a nice looking person with 
a friendly smile.  I think he is going to fit in nicely here at Fort Hill.  I’m looking forward to 
“watching” him and find out what exciting things he is planning for us all. 
 

 Janet is stilling hanging around but only for a few more days.  Boy, what a  reception 
you guys gave her one Sunday.  I was watching from a corner and thought I was going to really 
eat good that evening as there would surely be crumbs scattered here and there.  But, to my 
surprise, there was not a morsel to be nibbled on!  Those ladies really cleaned the kitchen and 
Fellowship Hall good!  And then Sophia came in the next day and mopped the floor! And the  
same thing happened the following Sunday when you gave Pastor Ron a reception!  How is a 

little guy like me supposed to survive? 

 

 Well, I need to tell you that with the summer months here, I feel like I want to go outside for a change 
and visit with some of my family.  So, I am taking a vacation during July and August and will not be reporting 
to you on the exciting things that I know will be happening at Fort Hill while I am gone.  I hope you will have a 

good summer, be safe in any travels you might take, and enjoy time with your family.  I know I plan to!  

          

        Your Little Church Mouse,       

        Amos 
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July Communion Offering 
to Benefit 

Lynchburg Daily Bread 

 

      One half of our communion of-
fering, received on the first Sunday 

of July, will be given to Lynchburg Daily Bread. 
LDB is a non-profit organization providing free, nu-
tritious meals and day shelter to those in need.  
LDB is dedicated to feeding, without any question,  
all individuals who come in its doors.  Please help 
them continue this vital ministry, by your generous 
communion offering on July 7.  The other half of 
the offering will go to our own Local Relief Fund, 
which is sent to Interfaith Outreach Association to 
help those in need of rental or utility assistance, 
etc. 

From Our Librarian . . .  
The Miracle of Israel, (DVD).  

Miracle of Israel Foundation, 2015 

 

 This film tells the story of the only nation in 
the history of the world that has maintained a na-
tional identity for centuries without a homeland.  

How could a nation scattered for 
nearly nineteen hundred years 
come back to life, apart from di-
vine intervention?  The documen-
tary, narrated by the late Leonard 
Nimoy, explores four ancient 
prophecies in light of modern 
events including:  the establish-

ment and struggles of the state of Israel in 1948; 
the re-gathering of the lost Jewish tribes from all 
over the world, including the United States, to the 
homeland; the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusa-
lem (for the third time!); and claims of the coming 
of the Jewish Messiah.  These four miracles or 
“signs” are distinct threads woven into the fabric 
and seams of the Jewish people’s survival and 
restoration.   
  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

A note from our librarian:  When checking out a 
book from the church library, be sure to sign your 
name on a white slip of paper that is on the library 
desk.  Also write the name of the book you are 
checking out, along with its number, which is 
found inside the front cover.  When returning a 
book to the library, please leave the book on the 
desk.  I will take care of putting it back on the 
proper shelf. Thank you for your cooperation, and 
I hope you are enjoying your “new” library.  
     -Wayne Rhodes,  Librarian 

 How can I begin to express my gratitude to my 
beloved Fort Hill church family? 

 The retirement reception on June 9 was uplift-
ing, upbeat, celebrative, affirming and completely over-
whelming!  Thank you to the cast of thousands who 
helped with food, decorations, speakers, clean up, etc.  
Richard and I are grateful for the 
generous and thoughtful financial 
gift.  Your expressions of love go 
on and on and on.  I am touched by 
the time, effort, expense and love 
required to pull off such a wonderful 
celebration.  It was “over the top”! 

 It has been a joyful privilege 
to work with the many dedicated Fort Hill musicians 
throughout the years.  This hard working, fun loving 
crew of singers, ringers and instrumentalists faithfully 
offer their musical talents and resources for the glory of 
God year after year.  I continue to be inspired by their 
willingness to comply with just about every request 
(and I have made quiet a few unusual requests 
throughout the years!).  I would like to extend a special 
thanks to everyone who participated in the June 9 mu-
sical service.  Through your music God was truly glori-
fied! 

 The greatest surprise of that day was discover-
ing friend and talented colleague Daryl Knott had com-
posed and secretly rehearsed For Everything, A Sea-
son in my honor.  Words fail to express how humbled I 
feel to receive such an honor.  I regret that I unknow-
ingly created so many obstacles along the way.  I ac-
cept this amazing gift of music with heartfelt gratitude, 
awe and with a tremendous sense of unworthiness.   

 I am touched and humbled by the expressions 
of love and appreciation Richard and I have received 
from you all.  I am filled with gratitude for the joy of 
serving God in partnership with you.  We have shared 
laughter and tears, joys and sadness, births, deaths, 
marriages, divorce and countless other experiences on 
this holy journey.  Through it all, God’s grace has 
strengthened and sustained us, and I am thankful! 

 And now For Everything, A Season seems so 
relevant as we come to yet another transition in life.  I 
am confident that God’s grace will continue to under-
gird Fort Hill in this next chapter of the journey.  This is 
a day of new beginnings.  Let us face the future with 
great excitement and anticipation as we discern and 
live into God’s vision and plan for Fort Hill UMC. 

 With heartfelt love and unending gratitude, 

 Janet 



7/4   Janet Hawkins 

7/7   Susan Akers 

7/8   Bill Marsh 

7/8   Tammy Roark 

7/9   Alex Drinkard 

7/10 Sally Faidley 

7/12  Ethan Green 

7/12  Andrew Marsh 

7/12  Sophia Zelaya 

7/13  G. H. Jones 

7/13  Madison Coghill 

7/14  Kathy Saville 

7/14  Kaylin Moseley 

7/14  Tyler Drinkard 

7/15  Charlie Loving 

7/15  Joan Roberts 

7/15  Ann Glass 

7/16  Jennifer Moseley 

7/17  Charlie Armes 

7/18  Emily Jones 

7/18  Lorri Buchanan 

7/19  Avery Thompson 

7/20  Jerry Conner 
7/21  Doris Thompson 

7/23  Lucas Kendrick 

7/24  Bob Jenks 

7/24  Derrick Quarles 

7/25  Andy Williams 

7/25  Donnie Toney 

7/25  Michael Gibson 

7/27  Joan Cocke 

7/27  Ronnie Seale 

7/27  Mary Siegle 

7/27  Deborah Glass 

7/28  Sherry Martin 

7/29  Roscoe Sale 

7/29  Bob Doney 

7/29  Noel Thompson, Jr. 
7/30  Jean Poindexter 
7/31  Barbara Blackburn 

7/31  Carol Ann Stinson 

7/31  Rodger Beverly 

  If  your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base. 
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information. 

 July Birthdays 

      July Wedding Anniversaries 

7/4   Richard & Rhonda Nunnally 27 years 7/10  Donnie & Kendra Toney 26 years 

 

                                   7/18  Jamie & Robin Salyer                 5 years 
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Miscellaneous  

Book Club to Meet in July 

 

 The next Book Club meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, July 24 at 1:00 p.m. at Givens Book 
Store Café on Lakeside Drive. The book that will be 
discussed is Kind of Kin by Rilla Askew. Come join 
us! 

 Our thanks and appreciation for all the beautiful cards, prayers and telephone calls re-
ceived during our medical issues,  Also, thanks to Janet and Ron for their visits and calls to 
check on us. We are so blessed to have such a loving church family.                   
            -Love, Kenneth and Delores Layne 

 

 I would like to thank all of Fort Hill for their prayers, food, visits, cards, phone calls and loving care 
during my surgery and recuperation.  I feel very blessed to have such a large and wonderful support group. I 
thank God for every one of you.                -With Love, Sue Wright 
 

 Dear Fort Hill Family, Thank you for my graduation gift and my care package back around exams.  
You all have been a huge part of my life, and I am very thankful for everyone.  Thanks for all the love and 
support you all have shown me over the years!       -Love Robbie Toney 

 

 Dear Fort Hill UMC Friends, Greetings in the name of the Risen Christ who is alive and at work 
among us!  I am writing to share a certificate from Bishop Sharma D. Lewis thanking you for faithfully giving 
100% to the Apportionment Covenant in 2018.  I would like to add my deep gratitude for your faithfulness to 
our mutual partnership in Christ as we seek to make disciples for the transformation of the world.  Together, 
we are 86 churches of The Lynchburg District, each an outpost of God’s kingdom, seeking to grow in our love 
of God and our service to others.  Thank you for your ongoing engagement in this connectional network of 
congregations as we continue to release the gifts of God for God’s use in our region and far beyond! 
             -Grace and peace, Rev. Scott E. Davis, Lynchburg District Superintendent 

It’s Free! 
 

 If you ever need the service of a Notary Pub-
lic, look no further than the church office!  Our Ad-
ministrative Assistant, Jeanette Seale, can notarize 
your legal documents.  Just call ahead to make sure 
she is available at the time you want to stop by.  
And it’s free! 
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July 2019 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

2 3 4 

 

 

Happy July     
      4th! 
 

Church Office    
      Closed 

5 6 

 

10:00 Chair  
           Yoga 

7    Holy 

   Communion 

 

 

8 

 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

 

9 

 

10 

7:00 AM  Men’s                    
                Group 

 

 

 

 

 

11   

 

 

12:00 Church-
wide picnic at 
SML 

 

 

 

 

 

12 13 

10:00 - 2:00 
Park View Work 
Day 

 

10:00 Chair  
           Yoga 

14 

 

 

15 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

17 

7:00 AM  Men’s                    
                Group 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 20 

VBS prep day 

 

10:00 Chair  
           Yoga 

 

 

21    

 

 

22 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

2:00 Food Truck 
delivery 

3:30-5:30 REACH 
delivery 

24 

7:00 AM  Men’s                    
                Group 

9-11 REACH 
delivery 

1:00 Book Club  

25 26 27 

 

10:00 Chair  
           Yoga 

28 29 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

7:00 AM  Men’s                    
                Group 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING  SCHEDULE 

 

 8:45-10:30 a.m.   Java Stop 

 9:15 a.m.  Sunday School   
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary & 

                   Children’s Church 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Vacation Bible School 
Snack Supper @ 5:15      VBS 6-8 
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From the Hill  
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,  
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308 

Phone:  434-847-1251           Fax:  434-847-2536 

 

Times of Worship 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor 
marc@forthillumc.com 

Brown5129@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Janet Hawkins, Minister of Music & 

Congregational Care 

janet@forthillumc.com 

 

Chris Loud, Communications Director 
Chris.Loud50@gmail.com 

 

Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant 
secretary@forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent 
Phone:  434-832-0401 

 

The Rev. Sharma Lewis,  Bishop,  Richmond, VA 

Phone:  1-800-768-6040 

 

“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture 
God’s people so they can 

CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.” 

           -Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement 

THE BOX SCORE 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house 
of the Lord!’”  Psalm 122:1 

 

Average worship attendance in 2018  - 130 

Average worship attendance as of  June 23, 2019 - 128 

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to 
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the  

windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an  
overflowing blessing.”   Malachi 3:10 

 

BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT 

Your first line of giving — mission and ministry! 
      Budget for 2019 as approved by the Church  
                             Council is: $442,242 

 

We need an average of $8,504.66 per week to meet  
this budget. 

 

As of 25 weeks, our weekly receipts  
have averaged $7,305.22 

Thank you for your support of the mission  
and ministry of your church! 

Directions to Bernard’s Landing at 
Smith Mountain Lake  

from Lynchburg: 
 

*Route 460 W to Route 122 at Bedford 

 

*Turn left on Route 122 and drive about 
25 miles south to Route 616 (Scruggs 
Road) 
 

*Turn left onto Route 616 and continue  
approximately 7 miles 

 

*Turn left onto Ashmeade Road (Route 
940). There will be a sign for Bernard’s 
Landing 

 

*Once arriving at BL, turn left onto Sailor’s 
Cove Drive toward the Conference Center 
 

*Turn right onto Woodbridge Circle and a 
sharp right again into the Conference 
Center parking lot. Take the steps down 
to the deck. 
 

*For handicapped drop-off, parking  there 
is limited. Parking available down Wood-
bridge Circle on the right, taking the 
paved driveway to the deck. 



Fort Hill United Methodist Church 

106 Oakridge Blvd. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

Phone: 434-847-1251 

Fax: 434-847-2536  
 

www.forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins 

Minister of Music & Congregational 
Care 

 
 

Worship Time: 
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary 

Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School:  9:15 a.m. 

 

Staffed nursery provided. 

Next newsletter deadline is  
JULY 15TH!  Please submit 
SHORT articles by this date to 
assure inclusion.  Thank you! 

Fort Hill UMC to Welcome a New Director of Music in August 
 

 On August 5, Jacob Dishman, a native of the Shenandoah Valley, will join the Fort Hill staff as our new 
Director of Music. He spent much of his childhood in church, and church choir rehearsal, with his mother be-
ing the Music Director at Tinkling Spring Presbyterian Church in Fishersville, VA for 13 years.  His father had 
a career as a music teacher at Ladd Elementary School, further adding to the important place music had in 
the life of the family.  In addition, singing in county, district, and all-state choirs and attending the Church Mu-
sic Conference at Massanetta Springs, cemented Jacob's deep love for sacred music.  Recently, Jacob grad-
uated from JMU with a Bachelor in music industry and piano performance, and from UNC-Greensboro, with a 
Master of Music in Collaborative Piano Performance.  After graduating, an interest in composing sacred music 
took hold, and Jacob hopes to be able to publish choral anthems and piano arrangements in the future. He 
has won the Presbyterian Association of Music Anthem Competition, as well as the "Most Creative" award at 
the Joe Martin Composer Symposium.  Jacob believes that music has the ability to articulate thoughts and 
emotions in a deeper way, that words sometimes cannot, and hopes to use music to inspire deeper faith and 
show the creative spark that God gives us all, to be used for his glory. 


