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Fort Hill Welcomes A New Staff Member!
On August 5, Jacob Dishman, a native of the Shenandoah Valley, will join the Fort Hill staff as our
new Director of Music. He spent much of his childhood in church, and church choir rehearsal, with his mother
being the Music Director at Tinkling Spring Presbyterian Church in Fishersville, VA for 13
years. His father had a career as a music teacher at Ladd Elementary School, further
adding to the important place music had in the life of the family. In addition, singing in
county, district, and all-state choirs and attending the Church Music Conference at Massanetta Springs, cemented Jacob's deep love for sacred music. Recently, Jacob graduated from JMU with a Bachelor in Music Industry and Piano Performance, and from UNCGreensboro, with a Master of Music in Collaborative Piano Performance. After graduating, an interest in composing sacred music took hold, and Jacob hopes to be able to publish choral anthems and piano arrangements in the future. He has won the Presbyterian Association of Music
Anthem Competition, as well as the "Most Creative" award at the Joe Martin Composer Symposium. Jacob
believes that music has the ability to articulate thoughts and emotions in a deeper way, that words sometimes
cannot, and hopes to use music to inspire deeper faith and show the creative spark that God gives us all, to
be used for his glory.
Welcome, Jacob, to Fort Hill UMC!

Financial Planning & Security Workshop Planned
On Thursday, August 13, we are fortunate to have Financial
Advisors Brian Devers and Rick Huff speak with us about general financial
planning (qualified giving, new laws pertaining to IRA’s, estate planning,
etc.) Mr. Devers and Mr. Huff will also discuss SCAM exploitation.
Come join us on August 13 in Oxford Hall at 10:00 a.m. Light refreshments will be served. No reservations are required!

Virginia Annual Conference Offered A Challenge!
A report from our Lay Delegates
Our United Methodist Annual Conference arrived at the Berglund center in Roanoke, with Greg & Ann Vincent attending, There were lay leaders, clergy and those interested in the activities of the Methodist church from around the state of Virginia. Speakers
and music filled the arena with tribute to God through Jesus. Many questions were
brought up, and answers provided to the people there, to be taken back to their churches. Throughout the three days, we were challenged to be a part of the solution, not the
problem....to accept people for who they are, and not to do God's work and judge!!! What
a challenge, yet something all of us can accomplish through our savior and teacher, JESUS.
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First of all, I want to thank the members and friends of Fort Hill for the grace you have extended to
Beverly and me in my appointment to this community of faith. We have been blessed by many kind expressions of faith and love. In the short time I have served as your pastor, the following has been confirmed: Fort
Hill is a blessed place to serve God. On my first Sunday of worship, I shared about the difference God’s
grace makes in our lives. The scripture focus of that day’s worship was John 1:1-18. Within this passage of
scripture, there is one verse that defines the blessing of God’s love in our lives. That verse is John 1:16 –
“From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”
We are disciples of Jesus because we believe the fullness of God’s love, “grace upon grace,” is realized through Jesus. This belief defines our identity as individual disciples of Jesus and our identity as a community of disciples of Jesus. It is this belief that makes Fort Hill a blessed place to serve as we believe in
God’s grace together and live in God’s grace together.
·

·

·

Some of the ways Fort Hill shares the fullness of God’s grace upon grace include:
REACH – a program of the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank that provides food to low-income, homebound
adults in the community. Fort Hill partners with the Food Bank to provide a place to distribute food, as
well as volunteers who make monthly deliveries. Fort Hill, and the Food Bank, started this program in
January of 2017. Since that time, 31 volunteers from the church and community have served 41
households, including 28 seniors, 26 middle-age adults and 1 child.
BACKPACKS FOR KIDS – a program begun by the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank to ensure that children in need of nutritious food have enough to eat outside of school hours. Although it only takes 10
individuals to pack and deliver each week, over the years, hundreds of volunteers from Fort Hill, other
area churches, the University of Lynchburg, scout groups and civic groups have joined together to
provide food security for children at Dearington and Bass Elementary schools.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – a sign of God’s care for the children of Fort Hill UMC and the Fort Hill
community. Children as young as 3 years of age up to 5th grade are invited to learn about Jesus and
God’s grace that defines Fort Hill.

·

PARKVIEW COMMUNITY CENTER – Fort Hill is a partner with other congregations and other organizations in the ministry of Parkview Community Center where meals are served and hope is shared.

·

CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND – As a sign of caring for the children of the surrounding community, the
sound of children laughing and playing can be heard at the church’s community playground that is
never locked.

Thank you for your faithfulness in making Fort Hill a blessed place to serve God. I look forward to worshiping with you as together we grow in the fulness of God’s grace.
Marc

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our current prayer
concerns are as follows:
Guggenheimer
Sentara Meadow View Terrace
Others who need our prayers:
Elizabeth English
(Clarksville, VA)
Nancy Billingsley
Mike & Ellen Hill
Madeline Bush
Bryan & Lisa Garra
Mary Siegle
The Summit
Dana Stowman
Doris Thompson
Williams Home
Max Wilmer
Doris Conner
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August Communion
Offering to Benefit TOP
One half of the communion offering received
on the first Sunday of August, will
be given to TOP, Teens Opposing
Poverty. TOP works to develop ministries that give youth and young
adults the opportunity to interact
with homeless and poor people,
throughout Virginia. Fort Hill UMC
Youth, in the past, have been a very
influential part of bringing TOP to Lynchburg.
Your support of the TOP Ministry will help the
poor and homeless.
The other half of the offering will go to our own
Local Relief Fund, which is sent to Interfaith Outreach Association, to help those in need of rental
or utility assistance, etc.

Children’s Ministry Help Needed
The children’s ministry is in need of a couple people that would like to serve in the capacity
of Kid’s Church leaders on a rotating basis. This
is held during the regular 10:30 a.m. worship service on the first and third Sundays of the
month. You will be richly rewarded.
If you would be interested in more information, please contact Patty Marsh 434-841-0189
or pattyrmarsh@gmail.com
Also needed! Persons who like to, or
willing to, provide the Children’s Message, during
worship time, on a second or fourth Sunday of the
month. This would be on a rotating basis. The
more people who can provide this, the less often
you would be called upon. If interested in helping
with this ministry, please contact Carol Dee Robertson at
434-384-1998 or by email at
CDeeRob@comcast.net

From Our Librarian . . .
Why I Am A United Methodist
William H. Willimon, Abingdon Press, 1990

What is it that makes us United Methodists?
Can’t you just hear someone say, “Why, we’ve always been Methodists! My parents and grandparents were Methodists!” The author
takes a look at United Methodism and
the ways it has made, and continues to
make, a difference in his life “The United Methodist Church is the lengthened
shadow of an eighteenth-century priest
in the Church of England - John Wesley.” How did Methodism grow from that
one man’s experience to a worldwide movement
and message, emphasizing God’s grace to ordinary
people? This is a small book, only 128 pages, but it
gives us an important look at who we are as United
Methodists!
*********************************
A note from our librarian: When checking out a
book from the church library, be sure to sign your
name on a white slip of paper that is on the library
desk. Also write the name of the book you are
checking out, along with its number, which is found
inside the front cover. When returning a book to
the library, please leave the book on the desk. I
will take care of putting it back on the proper shelf.
Thank you for your cooperation, and I hope you are
enjoying your “new” library.
-Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

New Member Sunday
Will Be in August
August 18 has been set as New Member
Sunday. If you, or someone you
know, are interested in joining Fort
Hill UMC, please let the church office know, or contact the pastor,
Marc Brown, at 847-1251. You may
also speak with him after the worship service on any Sunday and let
him know your desire to join.

New People Directory Published
After many months of compiling, a new People Directory has been published for the
members and friends of Fort Hill UMC. While this directory is probably not entirely correct, it
is as correct as were able to make it. Because there were a limited number of directories
printed, we ask that each household only take one. If you feel that you need an additional
directory for your home, please notify the church office, and one will be printed for you. Thank you!
Please make this correction in your new directory: In the birthday pages in the back of the directory,
please add Madison Coghill’s birthday, which is July 13.
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Can you find these words
from the Gospel of John?

Bible Riddles
Q. Why did God create man before woman?
A. Because He didn’t want any advice on how to do it.
Q. Why did Noah have to punish and discipline the
chickens on the Ark?
A. Because they were using “fowl” language.
Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?
A. God drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a
Fury. David’s Triumph was heard throughout the
land. Also, probably a Honda, because the
Apostles were all in one Accord.

Test Your Biblical Knowledge

Across:

Down

3. David's son

1. prophecy author

5. promise

2. preserve corpse

8. prophetic book

4. Jesus

9. tax collector

6. 1st "church"

11. Nehemiah

7. Jeremiah's father

12. offered strange fire

8. sin

13. stoned to death

10. created on 5th day

14. Babylonian false god

14. liquid measure

15. Cain's son

16. place of torment

18. 15th O. T. book

17. O. T. king

20. father of harp

19. Jacob's son

Answers on Page 7 - No peeking!
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8/1
8/1
8/2
8/2
8/4
8/5
8/7
8/8
8/8
8/11
8/12

Brad Cassidy
Heather Hall
Diane Thompson
Mary Carson Moser
Briannah Ecklund
Linda Fisher
Brittany Mistretta
Mary Kidd
Gray Wilkinson
Sarah Johnson
Donna Garner

8/12
8/12
8/12
8/13
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/15
8/15
8/16
8/16

Emma Kelly
John Hamilton
Michael Decker
Debra Miller
Roberta Litten
Anne Gardner
Ed Fielding
Sam Vest
Mason Grant
Ryan Englund
Casey Wrabley

8/18
8/19
8/19
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/21
8/22
8/22
8/24

Jenny Epperson
Jack Blackburn
Delbert Spangler
Warner Burford
Sylvia Morgan
Kim Bolinsky
Cameron Martin
David Almond
Jessica Martin
Robert Feese

8/24
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/29
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/31

Lynn Hughes
Maxine Wood
Scott Robertson
Tillie Hunter
Dennis Johnson
T. J. Beuerle
Matthew Robertson
Stuart Porter
Mickey Minnick
John Toney

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

August Wedding Anniversaries
8/2

Nathan & Allison Hunter

5 years

8/21 Don & Joyce Baker

37 years

8/13 Kenneth & Sherri Tolley

32 years

8/22 Don & Daryl Knott

26 years

8/16 Jim & Sandi Kiger

50 years

8/28 Farrar & Nancy Marsh

65 years

8/20 John & Mary Ann Carter

64 years

8/28 Ed & Danna Whorton

55 years

Miscellaneous
Dear Church Family, I just want to say thank you so much for the book you gave me
for graduation. Thank you for the tremendous love and support throughout the years and
during my faith journey. I look forward to sharing my adventure with you all during my time
at Radford.
–Love, Kathryn Toney
Thank you to everyone for the prayers, cards, calls, and food while I have been recovering from
my injury. It is wonderful to be a part of such a caring community of faith.
-Mary Siegle
We extend our deepest sympathy to Linda Cannon and family upon the death of her husband, Rev. Glen H. Cannon, on July 12. Reverend Cannon served Fort Hill UMC as Senior Pastor
from 2002 to 2005. Cards may be sent to Linda at 7408 Spring Village Dr., Apt. 123, Springfield,
VA 22150. We also extend our deepest sympathy to and to Greg & Ann Vincent and family upon the
death of his mother, Barbara Vincent of Florida, on July 19.

Book Club to Meet in August

Fort Hill To Serve Park View

The next Book Club meeting will be held on
Wednesday, August 28 at 1:00 p.m. at Givens Book
Store Café on Lakeside Drive. The book that will be
discussed is Sally Ride: America’s First Woman in
Space by Lynn Sherr. Come join us!

Fort Hill UMC will be preparing and serving
the Wednesday evening meal at Park View Community Mission on August 7 at 5:00 p.m. Please
note the change in date. If you can help prepare
the meal, please be at Park View by 10 a.m. To
help serve the meal, please arrive by 5:00 p.m.
Help is also needed to clean up afterwards, which
starts around 6:00 p.m. Desserts are needed! If
you can provide a cake, cookie, brownies, etc.,
please bring to Park View by 3:00p.m. that day.
Thank you for your help!
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August, 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:00 - 9:30 a.m. Worship on the Lawn
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary &
Children’s Church 1st & 3rd Sundays

4

Holy
Communion

5

6

2

8

7:00 VBS Evaluation Meeting

5:00 FHUMC
serves meal at
Park View

12

13

14

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

10:00 Workshop on Financial Tips &
Scams

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

Sat

3
10:00 Chair
Yoga

10:00 JOY
Team Meeting
at Charley’s

9

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

11

7

Fri

10
10:00 - 2:00
Park View Work
Day
10:00 Chair
Yoga

15

16

17
10:00 Chair
Yoga

7:00 Finance
Committee

18
New Member
Sunday

25

19
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

26

20
2:00 Food Truck
delivery
3:15-6:00 REACH
delivery

27

21

22

23

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

28

24
10:00 Chair
Yoga

29

30

31

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

1:00 Book Club

6:00 Girl Scout
Parent meeting

10:00 Chair
Yoga
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THE BOX SCORE
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1
Average worship attendance in 2018 - 130
Average worship attendance as of July 21, 2019 - 128
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2019 as approved by the Church
Council is: $442,242
We need an average of $8,504.66 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 29 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $7,194.13
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

Looking for Amos?
Amos is on vacation during July
and August, hopefully visiting with his
family outside. We hope he will come
back and be refreshed to start his reporting again! Hope you are having fun,
Amos!
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Brown5129@verizon.net
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jacob.dishman@gmail.com
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God’s people so they can
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-Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Marc D. Brown
Pastor
Jacob Dishman
Director of Music
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline is
AUGUST 15TH! Please submit
SHORT articles by this date to
assure inclusion. Thank you!

Fort Hill Has A New Worship Service and Time!
Beginning July 21, Fort Hill introduced a new worship service
and time to its members, but especially to the Fort Hill community.
“Worship on the Lawn” is an informal time of worship at 9:00
a.m. and ending at 9:30 a.m. It is held on the lawn beside Memorial
Avenue. Congregational members are asked to bring a folding chair
to sit in and an extra chair, if possible, to share with any guests that
might be passing by and want to join in the service. Casual dress is encouraged. If
the weather is bad, the service will be held in the Fellowship Hall.
The goal of “Worship on the Lawn” is to help Fort Hill be a visible presence in
the community. Patty Marsh is serving as the lead contact for this service.

