From the Hill
Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502
Phone (434) 847-1251
Corner of Memorial and Oakridge
Website: www.forthillumc.com
Volume 54, No. 9

September, 2019

United Methodist Women Will Have A Unit Meeting
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Mark your calendar for September 15 to attend the UMW Fall Unit Meeting immediately after the worship service that day. The Genesis Circle will be providing the program,
and the Martha Circle will provide the lunch (watch upcoming bulletins for menu). The cost of
the lunch will be $10 per person, and you can pay at the door. Reservations should be made
by September 8 by calling the church office or telling Kim Beuerle. Hopefully, there will be someone from the Henry Fork Center to talk to us about the services they provide for students during the school
year and summer. We are asking that you bring a school supply item that they feel the students will need
throughout the school year. Here is a list of what the Center said they need: pocket folders, pens--red, black,
blue, pencil pouches (no boxes), dry erase markers. The Center is always in need of cleaning and paper
products as well. If you could bring an item to the unit meeting, it would be appreciated!
This is a good opportunity to come and find out what UMW is all about while enjoying a delicious lunch
and enjoyable fellowship.

JOY Team Hosting Luncheon
“Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Your New Ministers
But Were Afraid to Ask”
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We all are excited about our new Minister and our new Director of Music and want to
get to know them. BUT . . . . do you want to know more? If so, we have just the occasion for
you! Reverend Marc and Jacob have agreed to answer questions on Sunday, September
22.

We will be having a luncheon after the church service that day. Lasagna, bread and beverages will be provided. If you are able, please bring a salad or dessert to share.
Bring your questions! We promise good interrogation!
Please call the church office by Tuesday, September 17, to let us know you’re coming! This helps us
plan food-wise as well as table setup. Thank you!
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Make a joyful noise to the Lord! With these words, the author of Psalm 100 states the intention of life
that is lived with faith in God. The entire psalm reads this way:
1

Make a joyful noise to the LABC, all the earth.
Worship the LABC with gladness;
come into his presence with singing.
3
Know that the LABC is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
5
For the LABC is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
2

What is the intention of your faith in God? What is the intention of your life? In the upcoming months
of September, October, and November, we shall consider what intentional faith and life in God means for followers of Jesus. Each Sunday, during these months, worship will focus on how Christians can live with Godfilled joy in the midst of uncertain times. I hope you will be able to join the Fort Hill community of faith in worship as we consider what it means to live in God’s faithfulness.
It is a blessing to serve as pastor of Fort Hill!
Marc

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our current prayer
concerns are as follows:
Sentara Meadow View Terrace
Liberty Ridge
Others who need our prayers:
(Clarksville, VA)
Sue Gay
Nancy Billingsley
Robert Johnson
Madeline Bush
Fred Fauber
Gayle Phipps
Bryan & Lisa Garra
Dana Stowman
The Summit
Williams Home
Mike & Ellen Hill
Frances Wilkinson
Doris Thompson
Doris Conner
Max Wilmer

A Word From Amos
Hi, my Fort Hill family! This is Amos, your little church mouse, reporting in again! I’ve had
a wonderful summer visiting with my family, and I hope your summer has been fun also. But, you
guys must have missed me while I was gone because one Sunday morning, around 9:00 a.m., I
was awakened by hymn singing. I peeked out from my nest, and, low and behold, there was my
Fort Hill family gathered under the pine trees beside the playground singing some of my favorite
hymns! I know you were singing to praise God, but it warmed my little mousy heart that you came
outside to “my turf” and were singing. Now, every Sunday since then, there are f o lk s gathered in
the same spot singing, hearing scripture read and listening to Pastor Marc’s message. I hope you are among
those that have worshiped on the lawn recently, but, if you aren’t, then you need to join in for a Sunday and
see what you are missing. Be sure to bring a folding chair to sit in. I’ll be watching for you!
Amos
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September Communion Offering
to Benefit Society of St. Andrew
One half of the September Communion offering
will go to Society of St. Andrew.
The other half will go to Interfaith
Outreach Association to assist
those who need help with rent, utilities, food, etc.
Did you know that September is
National Hunger Action Month?
Currently, there are over 45 million people in the
United States who are hungry or food insecure. At
the same time, as a country, we throw away over
96 billion pounds of food. SOSA’s national hunger
ministry has rescued good, nutritious fruits and
vegetables from the fields of farmers all over the
US, which has resulted in food appearing on the
dinner plates of our hungry brothers and sisters.

Children’s Ministry Help Needed
The children’s ministry is in need of a couple people that would like to serve in the capacity
of Kid’s Church leaders on a rotating basis. This
is held during the regular 10:30 a.m. worship service on the first and third Sundays of the
month. You will be richly rewarded.
If you would be interested in more information, please contact Patty Marsh 434-841-0189
or pattyrmarsh@gmail.com
Also needed! Persons who like to, or
willing to, provide the Children’s Message, during
worship time, on a second or fourth Sunday of the
month. This would be on a rotating basis. The
more people who can provide this, the less often
you would be called upon. If interested in helping
with this ministry, please contact Carol Dee Robertson at
434-384-1998 or by email at
CDeeRob@comcast.net

New Member Sunday
Planned
September 15 will be New
Member Sunday at Fort Hill! If you
are interested in joining the membership of Fort Hill, please call the
church office at 847-1251, or speak
to Pastor Marc after any worship service.

From Our Librarian . . .
The Pastor’s Bible Study
Abingdon Press, 2004-2008
The Pastor’s Bible Study is a multi-volume
set containing many resources for Bible studies. The series is written by scholars and pastors to
assist pastors and church leaders in today’s Christian and interfaith communities. The study is designed to bridge biblical scholarship and prayerful reflections for
personal and inspirational experience. Each volume includes studies in the Old Testament and New
Testament, studies on prayer and
discipleship, and studies on Christian living. A CD-ROM is included in each volume
containing supplementary material such as a
searchable text of the study, PowerPoint slides and
other material for handouts and presentations. The
volumes are an asset to both clergy and lay teachers in presenting the scriptures and the Christian
message. (Currently, we have the first four volumes
of the series in our library.)
*********************************
A note from our librarian: When checking out a
book from the church library, be sure to sign your
name on a white slip of paper that is on the library
desk. Also write the name of the book you are
checking out, along with its number, which is found
inside the front cover. When returning a book to
the library, please leave the book on the desk. I
will take care of putting it back on the proper shelf.
Thank you for your cooperation, and I hope you are
enjoying your “new” library.
-Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

UMW Circle Meeting Dates
Wise Moon - Tuesday, Sept. 3,
12:00 Noon at Vinny’s on Wards
Road
Martha- Tuesday, Sept. 3, 1:00 p.m. in the church
Library
Genesis - Tuesday, Sept. 3, 6:30 p.m. at home of
Ann Vincent for a cookout. Ladies,
bring your spouses!
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If you were unable to attend the Financial Workshop held at Fort Hill UMC on Tuesday, August 13,
here is information that was provided about elder abuse and contact information if you suspect someone is
being abused.

VIRGINIA ELDER ABUSE
Links to State Laws
State’s Legal Definition of Financial Exploitation

Illegal unauthorized, improper or fraudulent use of the funds, property, benefits, resources or other
assets of an incapacitated Virginia resident over 18 or any person 60 or older. This use must deprive the victim of rightful use or access to such funds, property, benefits, resources or other assets.
This extends to caregivers and those serving in fiduciary capacity for the victim.
Va. Code Ann. § 63.2-100
Overview of state specific laws on financial exploitation including any criminal code and any
state immunities for banks reporting exploitation.
Virginia Adult Protective Services
Provides information on reporting financial abuse
888-832-3858

Additional Local Resources
Virginia Department of Social Services
804-726-7000
Office of the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman
Serves as an advocate for older residents receiving long-term care services
804-565-1600
Virginia Office of the Attorney General
804-786-4718

National Resources
Eldercare Locator
An information and referral resource to provide support to consumers across the spectrum of issues
affecting older Americans.
https://eldercare.acl.gov
AARP Fraud Watch Network
Empowers consumers to take action to protect themselves, their families, and communities from
scams and fraud. Provides educational resources and a free consumer helpline staffed with
volunteers trained in fraud counseling.
www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork
877-908-3360
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September Birthdays
9/1
9/2
9/2
9/3
9/3
9/4
9/4
9/6
9/8
9/8
9/8
9/8

Marsha Glass
Terry Minnick
Whitney Robertson
Maggie Scott
Brooke Kendrick
Mark Howard
Sarah Saville
William Saville, Jr.
Jennifer Marsh
Carrie McCane
Griffin Spencer
Brooklyn Staton

9/8
9/8
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/15

Emma Quarles
Benjamin Zelaya
Carol Hall
Havion Ferguson
Shelly Wedler
Parker Staton
Marilyn Chilton
Jackie Gay
Carolyn Coleman
Vickie Ferguson
Jon Roark
Rhonda Ford

9/16
9/16
9/18
9/18
9/18
9/19
9/19
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/21

Pat Staton
Linda Drinkard
Joe Thornhill
Barry Bell
Jonathan Napier
W. D. Perdieu
Norma Almond
Ryan Schmidt
Phyllis Hicks
Dalton Huskin
Lexey Bourgugnon
Jesse Hamilton

9/22
9/22
9/24
9/24
9/26
9/28
9/29
9/29
9/30
9/30
9/30
9/30

Mike Mistretta
Travis Simmons
Nancy Ware
John Thornhill
Mary Ann Carter
Wayne Rhodes
Mike Allen
Deborah Gibson
Sara Foutz
Bryan Garra
Michael Manning
Brent Mays

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

September Wedding Anniversaries
9/1

Cameron & Cameron Byrd

1 year

9/12 Terry & Ann Stinson

49 years

9/5

Tom & Marilyn Chilton

60 years

9/16 Jimmy & JoAnn Mays

58 years

9/7

Jack & Barbara Blackburn

73 years

9/19 Robert & Barbara Mayne

30 years

9/8

Bryan & Lisa Garra

29 years

9/19 Mark & Amanda Anthony

10 years

9/30 Ken & Delores Layne

58 years

Miscellaneous
Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for your constant love and support. Thank
you for the scholarship money. I’m very thankful and appreciate it.
-Thanks again, Kathryn Toney
We extend our deepest sympathy to the family of Elizabeth English who
died on July 31; to Nancy Billingsley and family upon the death of her sister-in-law, Lois Stone of
Lynchburg, on August 14; and to Shirley Apperson and family upon the death of her sister, Elsie
Franklin of Rustburg, on August 15.

Book Club to Meet in September

We want to hear from you but . . . . .

The next Book Club meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 25 at 1:00 p.m. at Givens
Book Store Café on Lakeside Drive. The book that
will be discussed is The Feathered Bone, by Julie
Cantrell. Come join us!

if you happen to call during regular office hours
and there is no answer, it’s not because we have
left for the day, but most likely because there is
only one staff person
available (with no volunteer in the office), and
they are answering another call. Please call
again, or leave a voice
message and someone will call you back as soon
as possible. Your call is important to us. Thank
you!
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September, 2019
Sun

1

Holy
Communion

Mon

2
Church Office
Closed

10:30 Children’s
Church
Have a safe
Labor Day!

8

9

Tue

3
12:00 Lunch
Bunch Circle
1:00 Martha
Circle

Wed

4

Thu

5

Fri

6

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

Sat

7
10:00 Chair
Yoga

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids

6:30 Genesis
Circle

7:00 Celebration
7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

10

11

12

13

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

2020 Budgets
due
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10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

14
10 - 2
Park View
work day

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids

10:00 Chair
Yoga

7:00 Celebration
7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

15

16

Newsletter
deadline

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

17

22

23

11:45 JOY lunch- 10:00 Acts 29
eon - meet new
Prayer Group
staff members

19

20

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10:30 Children’s
Church
11:45 UMW Unit
Meeting

18

10:00 Chair
Yoga

7:00 Church
Council

5:00 Backpacks
7:00 Celebration for Kids
Ringers
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir

24

25

26

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
1:00 Book Club

21

27

28
10:00 Chair
Yoga

5:00 Backpacks
for Kids

7:00 Celebration
7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

29

30
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:00 - 9:30 a.m. Worship on the Lawn
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary &
Children’s Church 1st & 3rd Sundays

Page 7

THE BOX SCORE
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1
Average worship attendance in 2018 - 130
Average worship attendance as of August 18, 2019 - 127
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2019 as approved by the Church
Council is: $442,242
We need an average of $8,504.66 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 33 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $6,949.61
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

It’s Time To Start Preparing
the 2020 Operating Budget
All work areas and departments should start planning their budget for 2020. Your requested budget
figures should be submitted to the Finance Committee no later than September 9. If you need an
updated expense report for
your work area or department, please contact the Financial Secretary, Jeanette Seale, at 847-1251, Ext 201 or email her at secretary@forthillumc.com.

From the Hill
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536
Times of Worship
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Worship on the Lawn
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor
marcbrown@forthillumc.com
Brown5129@verizon.net
Jacob Dishman, Director of Music
jacob.dishman@gmail.com
Chris Loud, Communications Director
Chris.Loud50@gmail.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040
“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture
God’s people so they can
CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.”
-Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement

Backpacks for Kids Program
Begins!
What is the Backpacks for Kids Program? It is a program that provides bags of
food that go home with the
children from two local elementary schools each Friday, so
that families will have enough
food in their home to feed their
children properly. Won’t you
be a part of helping to fight
hunger and poverty in Lynchburg? Be a Backpacks for
Kids volunteer! We pack bags
of food every Thursday, that school is in session, 5:00-6:00 p.m. Church groups, civic
groups, scout groups and others in the community are welcome to participate! If you would
like to volunteer, sign up in the Welcome Center, call the church office or just show up at the
back parking lot door on Thursday afternoons
at 5:00 p.m. All ages are welcome to come
participate!

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Marc D. Brown
Pastor
Jacob Dishman
Director of Music
Worship Time:
9:00 a.m. Worship on the Lawn
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline is
SEPTEMBER 15TH! Please
submit SHORT articles by this
date to assure inclusion.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO “BELONG” AT FORT HILL UMC?
Then we want you . . . .
To discover the joy of serving the Lord through music ministry at Fort Hill.
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!
Contact Jacob, the church office or any choir member
for more information.
Sanctuary Choir (Thursdays at 7 p.m. beginning August 29)
Celebration Ringers (Wednesdays at 7 p.m. beginning August 28)
Guitarists/Percussionists always welcome!

