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All Saints Day to be Observed On Sunday, November 3
On Sunday, November 3, we will take time in the worship service to remember those of
our fellowship who have died since last year at this time.
All Saints Day commemorates all Christian people, of every time and place, and has
been celebrated, in Christian churches, for many years. It is one way of honoring the gifts
and graces of faithful Christians, and to celebrate the power of God to raise up new saints in
our midst. We will give thanks for those loved ones and for all the saints who have preceded us in death. A
candle will be lit and a bell tolled as each name is called.
Come join the congregation in remembering those of our membership who are no longer among us.

Charge Conference Date Set
Fort Hill’s Annual Charge Conference is November 17, from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m., in the church
social hall. Every year, United Methodist congregations hold a charge conference for the purpose
of election of church officers, setting of church budget, and establishment of goals for the upcoming
year. Rev. Scott Davis, Lynchburg District Superintendent, will preside at the charge conference.
The voting members of the charge conference are the members of the Administrative Council and
ordained clergy who are retired or affiliated with Fort Hill. All members and friends of Fort Hill are
invited to attend.

Fort Hill to Host Red Cross Blood Drive
It has been a few years since Fort Hill sponsored a Red Cross blood drive, so we are
excited and happy to be able to host one again!
The American Red Cross will be in our Fellowship Hall on Thursday, November 21,
from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. We will need volunteers to help them set up, as well as take
down, their equipment. We will also need volunteers to help with light refreshments. Persons wishing to assist with registration are invited to contact the church office.
If you would like to be a donor, please call the church office (847-1251) to see what appointment times
are still available. We will set your appointment for you.

Commitment Sunday at Fort Hill Will Be In November
“Here I am Lord” is the focus of Fort Hill’s Commitment Sunday on November 17. Focusing on Isaiah
6:8, “Here I Am Lord” was Isaiah’s response when he heard God asking, “Whom shall I send and who will go
for us?”
The biblical account of life is the story of God’s calling and our faith-filled response. During worship on
November 17, members and friends of Fort Hill will be invited to indicate their response to God’s call upon
their lives, through Ministry Support Cards indicating their prayers, presence, financial support, service, and
witness for the upcoming year. Ministry Support Cards will be included in the bulletin on November 10 and 17
to allow for reflection and response. Persons wishing to receive Ministry Support Cards other than at worship,
may contact the church office.
“Here I am Lord.” How will you support the ministry of Fort Hill United Methodist Church?
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As we approach a season of thanksgiving, I am mindful of the gift of God’s love that has been a constant in my life. It is in gratitude for this holy gift that I choose to respond with the gifts of my life as a follower
of Jesus.
As part of the sermon during the October 13 worship, I shared a story from one of my mentors, Dr. F.
Douglas Dillard, Jr. In a book containing 40 of his sermons, Journeying With God, Doug told a story about a
family who went on a trip to Niagara Falls. They took the famous boat ride on the Maid of the Mist, which
goes up the gorge until it is literally into the spray of the falls. The passengers were laughing and talking and
joking. Because the day was gray and cool, they were also shivering. But just as they reached the spray of
the falls, the sun came out in full force from behind the clouds, and there seemed to be thousands of rainbows. The people who had been chattering and laughing, suddenly fell silent in the magnificence of this scene. As the hush fell over the boat, an irritable voice was heard to say, “They sure didn’t put much mustard on
this hot dog.”
In analyzing this story, Doug stated, “If we train ourselves to approach life with gratitude, we can rise
above the deficiency in the mustard content of the hotdog and see the magnificent opportunities in life.”
On November 17, the community of believers, known as Fort Hill United Methodist Church, will have
the opportunity to respond with gratitude to the gift of God’s love as followers of Jesus Christ. Answering
with the prophet Isaiah, “Here I am Lord,” we will complete Ministry Support Cards indicating our support
for the ministry of our congregation.
As you consider prayerfully your response to God’s call upon your life, and your support of the ministry of Fort Hill, I invite you to see the magnificent opportunities in your life as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
-Marc

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our current prayer
concerns are as follows:
Sentara Meadow View Terrace
Williams Home
Others who need our prayers:
(Clarksville, VA)
Doris Conner
Nancy Billingsley
Mike & Ellen Hill
Madeline Bush
Fred Fauber
Robert Johnson
Bryan & Lisa Garra
Gayle Phipps
The Summit
Bedford Co. Nursing Home
Rosser Gough
Roscoe Sale
Doris Thompson
Sue Gay
Jo Griffin
Delbert Spangler
Dana Stowman

New Bible Series To Be Taught
“Seeds of Faith” is a new Bible series being
taught by Marc Brown. The concept of this series is
that God plants seeds of faith in our lives as followers of Jesus. Every other week, short lessons
(approximately 3-5 minutes) are presented about
God, faith, and life. Each lesson concludes with an
invitation for participants to join us at Fort Hill in
worship.
The lessons are posted on the
church’s Facebook account. Feel free to share
the teachings as a way of sharing the good news of
God’s love, and as a way to invite others to worship
at Fort Hill.

A New Life to Celebrate!
Congratulations to Donovan &
Sarah Allen Huffer upon the birth of
their daughter, Charlotte Rae, on October 12. She is the granddaughter of
Mike & Cindi Roark Allen, and the great
-granddaughter of the late Ray & Ancy Roark.
Thank you Fort Hill family for making my
birthday so special – one which I will not soon forget.
I love each one of you. As I always say, God loves
you, I love you and there’s nothing you can do about
that! Thanks so much.
-Wayne Rhodes
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November Communion Offering
to Benefit Interfaith Outreach
Association

Items Being Collected for
Health Kits

Each month, half of our communion offering
helps us reach out to the needy in our community.
This month, our offering will be
given to Interfaith Outreach Association, as we join a coalition
of over 50 area congregations.
We have banded together to
participate in God’s mission,
through an interfaith effort, to help improve the quality
of life for our neighbors, through education, guidance
and support. The goal of IOA is to provide a helping
hand to individuals and families, who are in a crisis
situation.
The other half of the communion offering will
go into our Local Relief Fund. Thank you for your
generous gifts on communion Sunday.

The Genesis Circle is again collecting items
for Health Kits that go to the Annual Conference.
Your help was greatly appreciated last year!!! We
are hoping, with your help, to fill 75 health kits for
people in need throughout the United States and
territories. Each month we will collect a different
item. For the month of November, we are collecting individually wrapped new toothbrushes
(one toothbrush per pack). There is a container in
the Welcome Center for your donation. Thank you
for your support.

UMW Circle Meeting Dates
Wise Moon - Tuesday, Nov. 5, 12:00
Noon at Ledo's Pizza (Sachiko's)
Martha - Tuesday, Nov. 5, 1:00 p.m.
in the church Library. We will be filling our Salvation Army Christmas Stockings.
Genesis - Tuesday, Nov. 5, 7:00 p.m. at home of
Mary Siegle, 1225 Krise Circle
Reminder to all UMW members: Thanks Banks
are due at the November circle meetings.

It’s Time to Order Your Holiday Fruit!
Now is the time to order your holiday fruit and help benefit Churches for Urban Ministry too. This is a major
fundraiser for all the programs sponsored by CUM through the year, so your help is especially important to
sustain these valuable programs that provide support for so many in our community. Complete the coupon
below by Sunday, November 3, and turn in to the church office or collection plate with your check, made
payable to Fort Hill UMC. Pick up date will be December 10, 11, or 12 in the Fellowship Hall.
NOTE: To donate a 20 lb. box of navel oranges to the Lynchburg Area Food Bank for $24, check
here _______. Add the $24 to your total fruit order. Thank you!

- - - - - - - - - - - - --- --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

CHURCHES FOR URBAN MINISTRY FRUIT SALE

NAME:_________________________________________Phone ___________________
Mark type of fruit and number & size of boxes. Make check payable to Fort Hill UMC.
Orders must be prepaid!
Navel Oranges
20 lb.
$24

40 lb.
$37

Red Grapefruit
20 lb.
$24

40 lb.
$37

TOTAL PRICE:$______________

Mandarin Oranges
8 lb. box
$28

23 lb. box.
$42

Mixed (oranges/grapefruit/mandarins)
20 lb.
$34
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From Our Librarian . . .
The Forgotten Man of Christmas: Joseph’s Story –
Howard Edington, DC Press Books, 2017
A little early for Christmas? Have you been
in the stores recently? We all have favorite Christmas stories – some from our families, some from
other sources - Miracle on 34th Street comes to
mind as a favorite of mine. The
most important source for the
Christmas story comes from the
scriptures. We often think of the
manger scene, with Mary and the
baby, shepherds, wise men, angels. But there is one standing in
the background that has a great deal of influence in
the life of his step-son, Jesus, the Son of God. In
this book, the author looks at the life – and the
dreams – of Joseph, the carpenter, the protector,
the teacher of the child, Jesus. Discover Joseph’s
tremendous trust in God and his humble service to
Mary and the baby and let it bring a new understanding of the Christmas story.
*********************************
A note from our librarian: When checking out a
book from the church library, be sure to sign your
name on a white slip of paper that is on the library
desk. Also write the name of the book you are
checking out, along with its number, which is found
inside the front cover. When returning a book to
the library, please leave the book on the desk. I
will take care of putting it back on the proper shelf.
Thank you for your cooperation, and I hope you are
enjoying your “new” library.
-Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

Calling All Christmas Elves!
Help us decorate the church for the
Advent Season!
We will be meeting on November 24, in
the Welcome Center after the church
service, to decorate Fort Hill UMC.
Come join in the fun!

A Word From Amos
Hi, my Fort Hill family! This is Amos, your
little church mouse, reporting in again! You know, I
have been hanging around Fort Hill for quite some
time now, and it suddenly came to me that I have
not given a shout out to a very important group of
ladies, and a man, that seem very dedicated in what
they do for the church.
Who am I referring to? Well, it’s
the Church Office volunteers! There are
10 of them, and I see them coming and
going each week - just like clockwork!
I’ve heard how much Jeanette depends
on them, and they are always there to
help her out. So, I want to give a huge
shout out to Mary Murphy, Susan Akers,
Mary Wootton, Gail DeNoon, Sue Wright, Esther
Markert, Sandi Kiger, Shirley Apperson, Tillie Hunter
and last, but not least, William Saville! They all
seem to have fun when they are in the office because I hear all kinds of laughter coming from there.
So, ladies, and gent, you are very much appreciated. I know this because, when you can’t come in to
volunteer, I hear Jeanette saying how much she
wished you were there to help her out.
Well, that’s all I have to report this time! But
I’m always watching and listening for happenings
going on around the church. This is a very busy
place sometimes!
-Amos

Fort Hill Welcomes New Members!
Fort Hill UMC is pleased and excited to
welcome two new members to its congregation.
We welcome Rico and Mindy Zelaya, who
have been worshiping with
us for several years.
If you are interested
in joining Fort Hill, please
speak with Pastor Marc any
Sunday after the worship
service or call him at the church office at 8471251. Our next New Member Sunday will be
November 10.

Book Club to Meet in November
The next Book Club meeting will be held on
Wednesday, November 27 at 1:00 p.m. at Givens
Book Store Café on Lakeside Drive. The book that
will be discussed is When Did Everybody Else Get
So Old, by Jennifer Grant. Come join us!
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11/1
11/1
11/2
11/3
11/3
11/4
11/5
11/6

Virginia Watson
Gabriel Zelaya
Bryan Fielding
Frances Wilkinson
David Robertson
Erik Drinkard
Jennifer Jenks
Esther Markert

11/6
11/6
11/7
11/7
11/8
11/12
11/13
11/13

Judith Merryman
Nick Fisher
Mark Lowe
Mike Ledin
Greg Meese
Deborah White
Grace Thompson
Amanda Wood

11/14
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/16
11/17
11/23
11/23
11/23

11/24
11/24
11/25
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/28
11/28
11/30

Norma Smith
Kendra Toney
Allyson Miller
Mindy Zelaya
Christian Zelaya
Betty Burford
Dot Staples
Cara Hannell
Kathryn Toney

Marye Almond
Faye Meek
Mike Hill
Ann Robertson
Matthew Lee
Dana Bosiger
Derrick Duncan
Kenny Tolley
Cathy Armes

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

November Wedding Anniversaries
11/5

Mike & Lydia Ledin

31 years

11/25 Tracy & Tammy Roark

30 years

11/10 Charles & Earlean Loving

72 years

11/25 Gerald & Barbara Buit

31 years

11/22 Kevin & Crystal Wheelous

15 years

11/28 Delbert & Becky Spangler 27 years

11/29 John & Mary Siegle

51 years

Congratulations to Bryan Fielding and Kelsey Laubach who were married on
September 29, 2019, at the Sedalia Center in Big Island, VA.

Poinsettia Orders Now Being Accepted
Once again, we are accepting orders for poinsettias for the Advent/Christmas season. If you
give a plant, please plan for it to remain in place through Christmas Eve. We will not be
delivering leftover plants to shut-ins, as we do not have the personnel to do this, so
please make arrangements to have your poinsettia(s) picked up after the Christmas Eve Service. Deadline for ordering is December 8th! The cost is $20 each.
You may also choose to make a donation to the Capital Improvements Fund to help with
ongoing repairs around the church.

Poinsettia Order
$20.00 each - Make check payable to Fort Hill UMC and enclose with order
Order deadline December 8, 2019
In memory of:__________________________________________________________________
In memory of __________________________________________________________________
In honor of____________________________________________________________________
In honor of___________________________________________________________________________
□ I would rather give a gift to the Capital Improvements Fund in the amount of $______________
□ I will pick up after services
Name_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________ Email__________________________________________________
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November, 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the
Sanctuary

3

4
Holy
Communion

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

All Saints
Sunday

10

11

New Member
Sunday

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group
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Sat

2
10:00 Chair
Yoga

5
12:00 Wise Moon
Circle
1:00 Martha
Circle
2:00 Food truck

6

7

8

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10 - 2
Park View
work day

4:30 Backpacks
for Kids-FH

7:00 Genesis
Circle

7:00 Celebration 7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

12

13
7:00 AM Men’s
Group

9
10:00 Chair
Yoga

14

15

16

2:00 JOY Team

Newsletter
deadline

10:00 Chair
Yoga

22

23

4:30 Backpacks
for Kids –
Peakland UMC

17
9:00 Charge
Conference

18

7:00 Celebration
7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

19

20

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

7:00 AM Men’s
Group
2:00 Food truck
delivery
3:15 - 5:30
REACH food
distribution

Commitment
Sunday

24

25

Christ the King
Sunday

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

11:45 Decorate
church for
Advent

7:00 Church
Council

26

21

10:00 Chair
Yoga

12-4 Red Cross
Bloodmobile

4:30 Backpacks
for Kids–FH
7:00 Celebration 7:00 Sanctuary
Choir
Ringers

27

28

29

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10:00 Chair
Yoga

1:00 Book Club
7:00 Celebration
Ringers

30

Church Office Closed
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THE BOX SCORE
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1
Average worship attendance in 2018 - 130
Average worship attendance as of October 20, 2019 - 124
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2019 as approved by the Church
Council is: $442,242
We need an average of $8,504.66 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 42 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $$6,545.95
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

Change Made to the
New People Directory
If you have a copy of our new People Directory that was given out in July, 2019, please make
the following change in your directory:
Change of address for: Helen Easter - 1231 Long
Meadows Dr., Apt. 300, Lynchburg, VA 24502

New Bible Series Taught
“Seeds of Faith” is a new Bible series being
taught by Marc Brown. The concept of this series is
that God plants seeds of faith in our lives as followers of Jesus. Every other week, short lessons
(approximately 3 -5 minutes) are presented about
God, faith, and life. Each lesson concludes with an
invitation for participants to join us at Fort Hill in worship. The lessons are posted on the church’s Facebook account. Feel free to share the teachings as a
way of sharing the good news of God’s love and as
a way to invite others to worship at Fort Hill.

From the Hill
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536
Times of Worship
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Worship on the Lawn
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor
marcbrown@forthillumc.com
Brown5129@verizon.net
Jacob Dishman, Director of Music
jacob.dishman@gmail.com
Chris Loud, Communications Director
Chris.Loud50@gmail.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040
“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture
God’s people so they can
CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.”
-Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement

Fort Hill Is Partnering with
Local School
The Administrative Council has approved
the renewal of Fort Hill’s education partnership
with Perrymont Elementary School. There are
two ways this partnership will be realized:
1. Delivery of meal bags on Thursday mornings. The delivery requires participants to
load approximately 50 plastic bags at the
Food for Thought office, on the lower level of
the Plaza, into their vehicles and deliver
those bags to Perrymont.
2. Participation as a meal buddy, classroom
reader, tutor, and support of teachers and
staff.
Persons wishing to participate in this
partnership may contact the church office for
additional information or to indicate their willingness to help.

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Marc D. Brown
Pastor
Jacob Dishman
Director of Music
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline
is NOVEMBER 15TH!
Please submit SHORT
articles by this date to
assure inclusion.
Thank you!

Daylight Saving
Time Ends
At 2:00 a.m. on
Sunday,
November 3
FALL BACK!
DON’T BE EARLY
FOR CHURCH!

Special Thanksgiving Offering to be Received
Each year, the church receives a special Thanksgiving offering, which, in years
past, has been used to help in any area where there is a shortfall of cash flow, and last
year the Finance Committee designated this special offering to go to our Capital Improvements Fund, to help pay for the large expense to repair the slate roofing on both
buildings. Some major repairs have been done to the roofs, but there are still some minor things to be done. This year, the Committee voted to designate one half of this special offering to our Capital Improvements Fund to help pay for the remainder of the roof
repairs and the other half to go towards our 2020 apportionments. For the past two
years, we have been able to pay our apportionments in full by early spring. We would like
to be able to do that again in 2020. Please be as generous as you possibly can to help
us maintain our beautiful buildings, and to give us a good head start on paying our Conference obligation early.
As always, your gifts are very much appreciated!

-Finance Committee

