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FHUMC to Make Wishes Come True!
Fort Hill UMC recently partnered with Perrymont Elementary School to assist them in a variety
of ways. One way, that the JOY Team is supporting, is the Teacher Wishes Angel Tree.
The teachers at Perrymont will be asked to
suggest a list of supplies and materials they wish
they had for their classroom, but are
not provided by the school board.
These “wishes” will be placed on a
tree in the Welcome Center. Fort Hill
members and friends can select a
“wish card”, purchase the material(s)
requested and bring back to the
church during December.
The
“wishes” will be delivered to the
teachers in January.

Service of Lessons & Carols Planned
We are excited to announce that we will be
having a service of Lessons
and Carols during the Advent
season of 2019! This special
service, which will be held on
Dec. 15, during morning worship, will feature congregational
hymns, several choral works,
scripture readings, handbells, and other special music (including some original compositions). This program will encapsulate the story and meaning of the
Christmas season, and inspire us to live in Hope,
Love, Peace, and Joy as we contemplate the birth,
life, and significance of the gift of Jesus, God's Son."

She’s Back!
Rev. Janet Hawkins will reunite
with the Fort Hill ministry staff as a part
-time (10 hours per week) Minister of
Visitation, beginning December 1. In
partnership with the pastor, Janet will
visit homebound members as well as
persons in hospitals. Welcome back to the staff,
Janet!

December, 2019

Join In an Afternoon
of Joyful Giving
On Sunday, December 8, Fort Hill UMC will
be celebrating a Christmas Day of Joyful Giving,
after the worship service, in the Fellowship Hall.
We ask that you bring a
crockpot of soup or a dessert to
share. Salad, crackers and beverages will be provided. This should
be a grand time of fellowship as
we eat together and enjoy singing
some Christmas carols.
To help us plan, please call the church office (847-1251) by December 2 and let us know
that you are coming and if you will be able to provide a soup or dessert. You can also make your
reservation by using a reservation card found in the
pews. Don’t miss out on the fun, so make your reservation early!

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service Planned
On Christmas Eve, December 24, we will
be celebrating the Christmas Story and Message
at Fort Hill with a Service of Worship and Communion beginning at 5:00 p.m. It will be
a special service of scripture, music,
message and Holy Communion that
you will not want to miss. We hope to
see you all this Christmas Eve at Fort
Hill United Methodist Church. A nursery
will be provided.

The Fort Hill UMC Staff wishes
you and your family a joyful
and blessed holiday season!
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The season of Advent marks the beginning of the Christian year. Advent includes the four Sundays
preceding Christmas and concludes with Christmas Day. This year, the season of Advent begins on December 1. Advent is a time to remember the promised birth of Jesus and the promise of our Savior’s return in the
fulfillment of God’s redemption of creation. A journey of faith that leads both to the babe of Bethlehem and
the Savior of the cross, Advent is a time to remember who God is calling us to become in both the new beginnings of our lives as well as the ongoing journey of faith in Jesus.
As we observe the season of Advent at Fort Hill, I invite you to include weekly worship as part of your spiritual discipline for the new Christian year. Worship helps to shape our identity as followers of Jesus as we are
encouraged and encourage others to run the race of faith. Advent is a time to encounter the sacred presence
of God as we faithfully remember the promise of who God is calling us to become as followers of Jesus.
God’s blessings in this new year as we live together in the hope of Jesus Christ.
-Marc

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our current prayer
concerns are as follows:
Sentara Meadow View Terrace
Williams Home
Others who need our prayers:
(Clarksville, VA)
Doris Conner
Nancy Billingsley
Gaye Phipps
Madeline Bush
Fred Fauber
Roscoe Sale
Bryan & Lisa Garra
Delbert Spangler
The Summit
Bedford Co. Nursing Home
Rosser Gough
Dana Stowman
Doris Thompson
Sue Gay
Mike & Ellen Hill

Online Bible Series Offered
December Communion Offering
to Benefit ICM
Each month, half of our communion offering helps
us reach out to the needy in our community. This
month, our offering will be given to Industrial & Commercial Ministries, a program
that provides, upon request,
trained volunteer chaplains for
the workplace, to help employees, who are dealing with the
tough issues that all employees have to face in today’s world. Chaplains visit the facility, one day a
week, and are on call, for emergency situations. This
is an ecumenical, not-for-profit organization, which
trains, places and supports volunteer chaplains, like
our own Dodie Fauber.
The other half of the communion offering will go
into our Local Relief Fund, to help those who come to
our doors looking for some type of assistance. Thank
you for your generous gifts on communion Sunday.
Needed! An office volunteer for Tuesday afternoons - 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. If interested, please contact the church office.

“Seeds of Faith” is a Bible series being
taught online by the pastor. The concept of this series is that God plants seeds of faith in our lives as
followers of Jesus. Every other week, short lessons
(approximately 3 -5 minutes) about God, faith, and
life are offered. The lessons are posted on the
church’s Facebook account. Feel free to share the
teachings as a way of sharing the good news of
God’s love, and as a way to invite others to worship
at Fort Hill.

A Word From Amos
Hi, my Fort Hill family! This is
Amos, your little church mouse, reporting
in again! I don’t have much to report this
time, but I do want to wish each of you a
very Merry Christmas. I hope you will get
to spend time with your families - just like
I plan to do. I have learned in my years
hanging around Fort Hill, that families
play a very important part in our lives. And Fort Hill
families seem to know that because they care for,
and show love for, each other. But the best part of
all is that we are all part of God’s family. Enjoy your
holidays, and I will report in again in January!
-Amos

Page 3

Board of Trustees Update: Fort Hill Church Security
The Fort Hill Board of Trustees had its final meeting of the year in October, 2019, and we wanted to
provide the members of Fort Hill with an update on the changes that have happened over the past year in relation to church security. Unfortunately, mass violence in the United States has increased over the past few
years, and churches are one location that have been targeted in several cases. In response to this, we, as
your Board of Trustees, have determined that Fort Hill has been lacking in security measures over the years.
It is part of our duty to work hard to ensure the safety of all members and visitors to this church, and we wanted to provide you with an update on the completed projects, and the projects that we are working on currently
to address your safety. The information below is based on recommendations given to us by the Lynchburg
Police Department after a security assessment was performed in March, 2018.
Over the past year, we have completed projects that include:
Installation of fully functioning cameras throughout the interior and exterior of the church - all
exterior doors to the church have camera security
All locks on exterior doors have been changed to a new key to better account for all keys to the
church
All doors to the church shall remain locked unless actively being used by a group
All doors, except one front door are locked after the start of the 10:30 worship service every
Sunday morning
Gave Lynchburg Police Department authorization to enforce “no trespassing after hours”
We have created a “Security Task Force” as a subset of members of the Board of Trustees for 2020 to
have special focus on the areas we still need to address related to church security.
Areas of focus for 2020 for church security:
Completion of fire drill on a specific Sunday to inform all attending the service of best practice in the event
we have a fire or emergent need to evacuate the Sanctuary
Determination of best practice to address active shooter situations
Education of the congregation on fire drill and active shooter strategies
Assessment of needs on structural changes to the front of the Sanctuary building for increased monitoring
of security during church services
Completion of, and evaluation of, all security measures determined as a need for Fort Hill safety
We felt, as your Board of Trustees, that it was vital to provide you with this update so that all members are
aware of our progress, and to get you involved in understanding that it is everyone’s responsibility to help
maintain a safe church environment. If you have any specific questions about this information, or if you have
any input on Fort Hill church safety, you can direct your questions to Board of Trustees member Catherine
Beuerle Martin – cell # 434-665-8378 or email address: Catherine.martin@racva.com.

Fort Hill UMC Partners with Local School
In September, the Church Council approved the renewal of Fort Hill’s education
partnership with Perrymont Elementary School. Since that approval, the following
response has occurred:
♦ Five teams are delivering, on average, 50 bags of food from Food For Thought
to Perrymont on Thursday mornings:
♦ Seven persons have volunteered to be meal buddies, classroom readers, or tutors.
♦ The Joy Team is coordinating a “TEACHER WISHES Angel Tree” to help teachers with materials and
supplies that are not provided by the school board. These wishes will be shared as part of an
Afternoon of Joyful Giving following the December 8 worship service as well as being displayed
in the foyer and Welcome Center.
♦ The United Methodist Women will prepare a Christmas holiday meal for the 75 teachers and staff
members of Perrymont on December 20.
Persons wishing to assist with any of these ways of connecting with the students and staff of Perrymont
may contact the church office.
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From Our Librarian . . .
Grieving Through the Holidays,
Grief Care Fellowship, Inc.
Experiencing a loss can be so painful to anyone at any time, especially as we approach the holiday season – October through December. Losses
of many types can make the holiday season difficult
– death, separation, divorce, illness, family trauma, job loss, or
even moving to a new location.
This program is focused on giving
you “some insightful and reassuring
thoughts to encourage you not to
ignore the holidays but to discern
how you can successfully navigate this holiday season.” The notebook includes a DVD to guide you
through the program and quite a few helpful hints to
cope with the season.
*********************************
A note from our librarian: When checking out a
book from the church library, be sure to sign your
name on a white slip of paper that is on the library
desk. Also write the name of the book you are
checking out, along with its number, which is found
inside the front cover. When returning a book to
the library, please leave the book on the desk. I
will take care of putting it back on the proper shelf.
Thank you for your cooperation, and I hope you are
enjoying your “new” library.
-Wayne Rhodes, Librarian

Want to Make a Final 2019
Contribution to the Church?
All final contributions to the church for 2019,
should be brought to the church office no later than
12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 31, in order for
your gift to be reflected on your 2019 giving record.
Gifts received in the mail after that date and time, will
not be deposited until Sunday, January 5, 2020 and
therefore reflected on your 2020 giving record.

Items Being Collected for Health Kits
The Genesis Circle is again collecting items
for Health Kits that go to the Annual Conference.
Your help was greatly appreciated last year!!! We are
hoping, with your help, to fill 75 health kits for people
in need throughout the United States and territories.
Each month we will collect a different item. For the
month of December, we are collecting 3 oz. bars
of soap. There is a container in the Welcome Center
for your donation. Thank you for your support.

WHERE: Valley View – Long Meadows Drive
See you There!!
WHEN: TBD
WHO: Kids of Fort Hill and bring your friends!

CRAFTS, CAKE & FUN!
Given by: Fort Hill UMC

COME HELP THE KIDS
MAKE CRAFTS!
Fort Hill Welcomes New Members!
Fort Hill UMC is pleased and excited to
welcome three new members to its congregation.
We welcome Roberta Litten and Earl and
Judi Adams, all who have
been worshiping with us for
several months, and are no
strangers to Fort Hill.
If you are interested
in joining Fort Hill, please
speak with Pastor Marc any Sunday after the worship service or call him at the church office at 8471251. Our next New Member Sunday will be
December 22.

It’s Free, Free, Free!
Keep your money!
Shop in our Welcome Center
for all kinds of greeting cards,
including a huge Christmas
selection. You can do your
part to spread happiness, one smile at a time. Our
smiles & cards are free!
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12/2
12/4
12/4
12/5
12/5
12/5
12/5
12/6
12/7
12/8
12/9

Mary Unrue
Tommy Green
Matt Connelly
Dot Dawson
Nancy VanZant
Jean Fielding
Dwayne Grant
Paul Cox
Earl Wootton
Paul Rogers
Conner Kendrick

12/9
12/11
12/11
12/13
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/20
12/21

Richard Kiger
Clay Bourguignon
Carly Bosiger
Lynn Cash
Barbara Mayne
Mary Brockenbrough
Rick Hawkins
Dave Thomas
Peggy Vannaman
Robin Wrabley
Cheryl Manning

12/21
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28

Rhett Kiger
Greg Vincent
Leigh Wrabley
Wiley Green
Wesley Duncan
Cody Elliott
Cheryl Napier
Farrar Marsh
Earl Mottley
Melissa Sutor
Barbara Creasy

12/28
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/31
12/31

Hannah Coleman
Brantley Seale
Jack Robertson
Betty Martin
Delores Layne
Sonny Minnick
David Denny
Macy Hamilton
Kathryn Alvis
Madeline Bush
Liz Coleman

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base.
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

December Wedding Anniversaries
12/1 Rico & Mindy Zelaya
12/7 Bubba & Carol Humphries

9 years
23 years

12/21 Greg & Octavia Starbuck

23 years

12/28 Earl & Mary Wootton

17 years

Congratulations to Charlie Marsh, son of Les & Patti Marsh, and grandson of Farrar & Nancy Marsh, and Amy Chrest of Maryland, upon their marriage in Crozet, VA
on November 9. they are now living in Colorado.
We extend our sympathy to Marie Johnson and family upon the death of
her husband, Robert Johnson, on November 13.

Poinsettia Orders Now Being Accepted
Once again, we are accepting orders for poinsettias for the Advent/Christmas season. If you
give a plant, please plan for it to remain in place through Christmas Eve. We will not be
delivering leftover plants to shut-ins, as we do not have the personnel to do this, so
please make arrangements to have your poinsettia(s) picked up after the Christmas Eve Service. Deadline for ordering is December 8th! The cost is $20 each.
You may also choose to make a donation to the Capital Improvements Fund to help with
ongoing repairs around the church.

Poinsettia Order
$20.00 each - Make check payable to Fort Hill UMC and enclose with order
Order deadline December 8, 2019
In memory of:__________________________________________________________________
In memory of __________________________________________________________________
In honor of____________________________________________________________________
In honor of___________________________________________________________________________
□ I would rather give a gift to the Capital Improvements Fund in the amount of $______________
□ I will pick up after services
Name_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________ Email__________________________________________________
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December, 2019
Sun

1
Holy
Communion

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

Thu

4

5

Fri

6

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group
2:00 Food truck
delivery

1:00 Book Club

9

Joyful Giving
Celebration

10:00 Staff
meeting
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

6:30 SPRC

15 Newsletter 16
deadline

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

10:30 Christmas
Lessons &
Carols

22

10

4:30 Backpacks
for Kids-FH

11

12

13

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

17
2:00 Food truck
delivery
3:15 - 5:30
REACH food
delivery

7:00 Celebration 7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

18

19

20

7:00 AM Men’s
Group

14

21
10:00 Chair
Yoga

4:30 Backpacks
for Kids –
FHUMC
7:00 Celebration
7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

23

24

25

26

27

10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

30
10:00 Acts 29
Prayer Group

28
10:00 Chair
Yoga

5:00 Christmas
Eve service

29

7

10 - 2
Park View
work day
10:00 Chair
Yoga
12:00 UMW
Christmas lunch
@ Charley’s

4:30 Backpacks
for KidsPeakland UMC
7:00 Finance
Committee

Sat
9:00 UMW
Advent Brunch
@ Rustburg
UMC
10:00 Chair
Yoga
10:00 Choir
rehearsal

7:00 Celebration 7:00 Sanctuary
Ringers
Choir

8
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31
12:00 Deadline
for year-end
contributions

Church Office Closed

SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:45-10:30 a.m. Java Stop
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the
Sanctuary
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THE BOX SCORE
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house
of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1
Average worship attendance in 2018 - 130
Average worship attendance as of Nov. 17, 2019 - 123
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2019 as approved by the Church
Council is: $442,242
We need an average of $8,504.66 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 46 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $6,498.22
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

New Operating Budget for 2020
Approved by Church Council
Thank you to all the committees and work areas who worked hard preparing their budgets for
2020. The new budget for 2020 is $416,591 - a
0.95% decrease from the 2019 budget amount. You
may pick up a copy of the new budget in the Welcome Center. Questions? Please contact the church
office.

2020 Giving Envelopes Available
Starting December 22
Your box of offering envelopes for 2020 will
be available in the Welcome Center, beginning Sunday, December 22. Please be
sure to pick up your box, saving
the church the cost of mailing
them to you (appx. $3.50 per
box).
If you have not been receiving envelopes and would like to be included in 2020,
please notify the church office, at least a week prior
to December 22.
Note: Please do not use your 2020 envelopes
until January 1 as you most likely will have a new
envelope number. Offerings are posted by envelope numbers and NOT by name, unless you have
not been assigned an envelope number. Thank you!

From the Hill
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax: 434-847-2536
Times of Worship
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Worship on the Lawn
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor
marcbrown@forthillumc.com
Brown5129@verizon.net
Jacob Dishman, Director of Music
jacob.dishman@gmail.com
Chris Loud, Communications Director
Chris.Loud50@gmail.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401
The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040
“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture
God’s people so they can
CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.”
-Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement

United Methodist Women Christmas
Luncheon Scheduled
You don’t have to be a member of the UMW
to join in the fellowship and fun at the annual UMW
Christmas luncheon! All ladies are invited!
This year, the luncheon will be held on Saturday, December 14, at 12:00 Noon, at Charley’s
Restaurant on Graves Mill Road. Everyone will order from the menu. There will be a program provided by Sallie Johnson’s mother and music by our
very own Jacob Dishman.
To make your reservation, please call the
church office OR Ann Stinson at 384-8198 by December 9.

Holiday Breakfast Planned
This year, the annual Christmas/
Epiphany breakfast will be held the first Sunday
in Epiphany, which is January 12. Mark your calendar now for this time of good food and fellowship. There will be opportunities to sign up, closer to the event.

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Marc D. Brown
Pastor
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Visitation
Jacob Dishman
Director of Music
Worship Time:
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Staffed nursery provided.

Next newsletter deadline
is DECEMBER 15TH!
Please submit SHORT
articles by this date to
assure inclusion.
Thank you!

Special Christmas Offering
to be Received

Advent Devotion Booklet Now
Available

Each year, the church receives a special Christmas
offering, which is used to help in any area where there is insufficient cash flow to enable us to finish paying our obligations
for the year. This year, the Finance
Committee has decided that this offering will be used, along with the
Thanksgiving Special Offering, to help
finish the repairs on the slate roof, and
to make an advance payment on our
Conference obligation.

To help you prepare for the Advent
Season, be sure to pick up a copy of an
Advent Devotion booklet,
provided by the Society of
St. Andrew. Please use the
envelope provided to make a
gift to the Society to help
feed the hungry among us
You can find the booklets in
the Narthex, Welcome Center and office
hallway.

As always, your continuing support of the ministry and
programs at Fort Hill is very much appreciated. Thank you for
a wonderful financial year in 2019!

