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THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BEGINS 

 

When the song of the angels is silent 
When the star in the sky is gone 

When the kings and princes are home 

When the shepherds are again tending   
 their sheep 

When the manger is darkened and still 
The work of Christmas begins........... 
To find the lost 
To heal the broken 

To bring peace among people 

To befriend the lonely 

To release the prisoner 
To make music in the heart. 
       -Howard Thurman 
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 

 We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or re-
covering at home.  Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin.  Our current prayer 
concerns are as follows: 
 

Sentara Meadow View Terrace        Williams Home            Others who need our prayers:  
           (Clarksville, VA)      Doris Conner          Nancy Billingsley    Gayle Phipps 

Madeline Bush                  Fred Fauber    Roscoe Sale 

                Bryan & Lisa Garra   Delbert Spangler 
The Summit  Bedford Co. Nursing Home                     Mike & Ellen Hill    Dana Stowman 

Doris Thompson                      Sue Gay               

Max Wilmer              

 I was speaking with one of my sisters recently about a family member’s purchase of a house.  In the 
course of our conversation, I inquired if this was a newly constructed house.  She told me the house was built 
in 1990.  As I processed the fact that 1990 was 29 years ago, I felt like cold water was being thrown on me.  
1990 seems like only a short breath ago, not 29 years ago!   
 

 Three hundred eleven years ago, in 1708, Isaac Watts wrote the hymn, O God, Our Help in Ages 
Past.  One of the verses to this hymn includes the phrase, “Time like an ever-rolling stream.”  We live in the 

reality of time.  I have been thinking about time following my conversation with 
my sister.  As we prepare for 2020, I would like to share some of the conclu-
sions I have reached.   
 

 Conclusion One:  Time is a gift from God.  Genesis 1:1-31 is the open-
ing account of God’s creation of time as it tells of God speaking each day of 
the week into existence through the ordering of creative and chaotic possibili-
ties.   

 

 Conclusion Two: Time is the reality in which our relationship with God, and each other, is realized.  
Genesis 2:1-4a tells of God living in relationship with the generations of the heavens and the earth.  “Thus the 
heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.  And on the seventh day God finished the work 
that God had done, and God rested on the seventh day from all the work that God had done.  So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that God had done in 
creation.  These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.”   
 

 Conclusion Three:  The fulness of God in Jesus Christ was realized through the context of time as “the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth.” (John 1:14) 
 

 Conclusion Four:  Our faith in Jesus Christ is realized in the reality of time and eternity. “Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  (Hebrews 13:8) 
 

 Conclusion Five:  The question of faith is how we choose to live with trust in God’s gifts of time and 
eternity.  “For I am convinced that neither death, no life, nor angels, not rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
 

 As you prepare for the new year, what are your conclusions about God’s gift of time for your life?   
  

            -Marc 
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January Communion Offering  
to Benefit  

Lynchburg Daily Bread 

 

     You can help Fort Hill UMC support LDB  by 
giving generously to the com-
munion offering on January 5.  
One half of that offering will be 
given to LDB.  Much good food 
that is not used at feeding 
events at FHUMC is carried to 
LDB.  The receivers are very 
gracious and appreciate all 

food that is brought there.  The other half of the com-
munion offering will be given to Interfaith Outreach 
Association to help those who need assistance with 
rent, utilities, etc.  Thank you for your generous gifts! 

2020 Flower Chart Available 

 

     If you are looking for a way to honor or remem-
ber someone, you might want to consider placing 
flowers on the altar some Sunday.  To do so, you 
can check the new Flower Chart in the office hall-
way, beside the water fountain.   You have two op-
tions to choose from: 
     1.  The two brass urn arrangements for $68 total 
OR 

     2.  An arrangement for the altar table for $38. 
 

     Just sign your name be-
side the date that you want, 
and put a “T” or an “U” be-
side your name to indicate 
which size arrangement you 
want. Place your check for 
$68 or $38 in one of the spe-
cial envelopes provided at 
the chart, along with the wording that you wish to be 
in the bulletin, and put the envelope in the collection 
plate or bring to the church office. 
 

     If you wish a certain color or particular type of 
flower, just let the church office know, and it will be 
taken care of.   
 

    Sign up early to get the date(s) you want as the 
chart usually fills up quickly. 

Choir Rehearsals Resuming 

 

Sanctuary Choir rehearsals will resume on Thursday, 
January 9 at 7 p.m.  Now is a good time to join the 
Sanctuary Choir!  Contact any choir member for more 
information. 
Celebration Ringers rehearsals will resume on 
Wednesday, January 8 at 7 p.m. 

It’s Time Again! 
 

 Time for what???  It’s time for Fort Hill UMC 
to prepare the Wednesday night meal at Park View 
Community Mission!  January has five Wednes-
days, and Fort Hill has agreed to prepare the meal 
anytime there is a fifth Wednesday.   
 

 Your help is needed!  If you can help pre-
pare the meal on January 29, please be at Park 
View by 10:00 a.m.  If you would rather help serve, 
you will need to be there by 5:00 p.m.  If you can 
only come to help clean up after the meal, please 
be there by 6:00 p.m. 
 

 Another way you can help is to provide des-
serts for that evening. Cakes, pies, cookies, brown-
ies are favorites.  If you can provide any of these 
desserts, please bring them to Park View by 3:30 
p.m. that day. Thank you! 

You Are Invited To . . . . 
 

a Christmas Open House with the Shenandoah 
Southern Model Railroad on 
Saturday, January 4 (the 11th 
Day of Christmas), 1:00 p.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. at the home of 
John & Mary Siegle, 1225 
Krise Circle (corner of Rugby 
and Krise) NOTE: Children age 9 and under must 
be accompanied by a parent in the train room. 
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From Our Librarian . . .  
 

Embrace Grace (DVD) 
Liz Curtis Higgs, Waterbrook Press, 2017 

 Many of you have “experienced” Liz Curtis 
Higgs through her numerous books.  On this DVD, 
you can spend a joy-filled hour with Liz as she 
shares the message of God’s amazing grace and 
the freedom of the forgiven life.  
“Wherever you are spiritually, what-
ever you have been through emo-
tionally, you’ll soon find you are al-
ready enfolded in the arms of One 
who believes in you, supports you, 
treasures you, loves you.” 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

A note from our librarian:  When checking out a 
book from the church library, be sure to sign your 
name on a white slip of paper that is on the library 
desk.  Also write the name of the book you are 
checking out, along with its number, which is found 
inside the front cover.  When returning a book to 
the library, please leave the book on the desk.  I 
will take care of putting it back on the proper shelf. 
Thank you for your cooperation, and I hope you are 
enjoying your “new” library.  
        -Wayne Rhodes,  Librarian 

Items Being Collected for Health Kits 

 

 The Genesis Circle is again collecting items 
for Health Kits that go to the Annual Conference.  
Your help was greatly appreciated last year!!! We are 
hoping, with your help, to fill 75 health kits for people 
in need throughout the United States and territories.  
Each month we will collect a different item.  For the 
month of January, we are collecting 10 bandaids 
per donation. There is a container in the Welcome 
Center for your donation. Thank you for your sup-
port. 

Welcome Your 2020 Church Leaders 

 

 Here is a listing of the church officers for 2019.  Please support these leaders and feel free to contact 
them with any concerns you may have for their area: 
 

Lay Leader     Mark Lowe     Ministry Team Leaders 

Church Council Chair    David Gough 

Finance Chair    David Thomas                Care & Share Chair      Lydia Ledin    
Staff-Parish Relations Chair   Jean Fielding                Worship Chair        Nancy Zehmer 
Trustee Chair                TBD by Trustees                                        Mission Co-Chairs    Bonnie Kiger & 

Treasurer     Judy Hall              Becky Spangler 
Assistant Treasurer    Jean Fielding 

Lay Member to Annual Conference    Dennis Johnson          
 

     We are thankful for these members for stepping forward to lead us in 2020. 
 

UMW Circle Meeting Dates 

 

Wise Moon - Tuesday, January 7,  
12 Noon at Isabella’s Restaurant in  

            Boonsboro Village 

 

Martha- Tuesday, January 7, 1:00 p.m. in the  
              church Library 

 

Genesis - Tuesday, January 7, 7:00 p.m., at the  
       home of Bonnie Kiger, 1165 Jefferson     
       Oaks Ct, #51 

Three Questions 

 There’s a tale of a traveling priest who was 
confronted by a soldier in pre-revolutionary Russia. 
Rifle in hand, the soldier barked, “Who are you? 
Where are you going? Why are you going there?”  
 

 Instead of answering, the priest asked how 
much the soldier was paid — and offered double if 
the soldier would challenge him with those three 
questions each day as he passed by.  
 

 Those three important questions can guide 
us on our journey through the brand-new year 
ahead. For Christians, thankfully, the answers are 
clear:  
 

• Who are you? “I’m a child of God!”  
• Where are you going? “I’m going out into the 
world!”  
• Why are you going there? “I’m going out of love for 
Jesus, who died for me!”  
 

 Place these questions and answers in a spot 
where you can see them each day. Then go forward 
confidently, knowing “whose” you are and what your 
purpose is. 



1/2   Rhonda Nunnally 

1/4   Kim Sisson 

1/5   Robin Poindexter 
1/5   Amy Huskin 

1/6   Danna Whorton 

1/7   Don Baker 
1/7   Catherine Martin 

1/11  Jo Griffin 

1/11  Frances White 

1/11  Vickie Watkins 

1/12  Walter Kelly 

1/14  Judy Duncan 

1/14  Lydia Ledin 

1/15  Lisa Stone 

1/17  Monique Bell 
1/17  Hannah Roark 

1/18  Ronnie Fisher 
1/19 Darlene Marsh 

1/19  Mark Anthony, V 

1/19  Brandon Thompson 

1/20  Michael Gibson 

1/21  Jett Hamilton 

1/22  Kelly Huber Hann 

1/23  Judy Robertson 

1/25  Vicki Ryan 

1/16 JoAnn Mays 

1/26  Bill Cash 

1/27  Susan Kiger 
1/27  Sallie Blanks 

1/29  Nancy Marsh 

1/29  Sarah Housley 

1/29  Joe Cannon 

1/29  Katlyn Adams 

1/30  Matthew Bingham 

  If  your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our data base. 
Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information. 

January Wedding Anniversaries 

1/25  Wendall & Diane Thompson          45 years 
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January Birthdays 

 We extend 
our sympathy to 
David Gough and 
Marikay Litaker and 
their families upon 
the death of their 
father, F. Rosser 
Gough, Sr. on November 28. 

Miscellaneous  

 A special thanks to Frances Wilkinson, Betty Pierce and Huguette Hawks for 
knitting over 40 beautiful sweaters for the Lamb's Wool Project (Operation Christmas 
Child).  Because of each of you, a child is blessed with warmth and comfort this winter. 
 

 Also, my appreciation and thanks to the members of the three UMW Circles 
for filling 18 Salvation Army Christmas stockings and giving funds for another 18.  Your 
generosity and kindness gave 36 needy  

children a great Christmas. 
 

 Thank you  again for your support.                 -Delores Layne 

 

 Thank you for partnering with us to deliver weekend food bags to Perrymont Elementary School.  
Your team is a vital part of our program! May God bless you as you serve our community.  
                   –Sincerely, Julie Farley 

 

 Thank you so much for being so faithful to your service at the Park View Café!  The neighbors love 
you and all you bring to the Café. We look forward to having you again soon and appreciate your willingness 
to serve.            -Love, Justine Kiger, Café Director 
 

 Thank you, thank you, thank you!  Your continued generosity and support is very much appreciated.  
Our continued growth is possible because of YOU!                         -William Austin, Daily Bread Board Member 
 

 The family of Frank Rosser Gough Sr. would like to thank everyone for their many cards, visits and 
prayers during his short  illness.  The family is grateful to God for his long life & find peace in knowing he is in 
heaven.  
 

 The staff wishes to thank the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, and the congregation, for our year-
end bonus. It is a privilege and joy to serve God, and be in ministry with the Fort Hill congregation.  We look 
with anticipation to what God’s plans are for all of us in 2020. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   Happy     

     New Year! 
 

 

 

 

 

Church Office     
      Closed 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 4 

 

10:00 Chair  
          Yoga 

 

5 

            
           Holy 

    Communion 

 

 

 

6   

 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

 

 

7 

 

12:00 Wise Moon 
Circle 

1:00 Martha Circle 

 

 

 

7:00 Genesis  
        Circle 

8 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Group 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Celebration  
         Ringers 

9 

 

 

4:30 Backpacks 
for Kids-

Peakland UMC 

 

7:00 Sanctuary            
         Choir 

10 11 

10 - 2  
Park View 
work day 

10:00 Chair  
          Yoga 

 

12 

 

Baptism of the 
Lord Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

2:00 Food truck 
delivery 

 

 

 

7:00 Church  
        Council 

15 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Group 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Celebration    
         Ringers 

16 

2:00 Teacher wish 
list items delivered to  
Perrymont 
 

 

4:30 Backpacks for 
Kids –FHUMC 

 

7:00 Sanctuary  
         Choir 

17 

 

18 

10:00 Chair  
          Yoga 

19 

 

  
                
                 

     

20 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Group 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Celebration   
         Ringers 

23 

 

 

 

4:30 Backpacks 
for Kids –
FHUMC 

 

7:00 Sanctuary  
         Choir 

24 25 

10:00 Chair  
          Yoga 

26 

 

27 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

28 

 

2:00 Food truck 
delivery 

3:15 - 5:30 
REACH food 
pickup & deliv-
ery 

29 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Group 

 

5:00 FHUMC 
serves dinner at 
Park View 

 

7:00 Celebration    
         Ringers 

30 

 

 

4:30 Backpacks 
for Kids –
Peakland UMC 

 

7:00 Sanctuary  
         Choir 

31 

 

 

 

  
     SUNDAY MORNING  

SCHEDULE 

 

 8:45-10:30 a.m.   Java Stop 

 9:15 a.m.  Sunday School   
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the  
                   Sanctuary  
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Times of Worship 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor 
marcbrown@forthillumc.com 

Brown5129@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins 

Minister of Visitation 

tuned2joy02@gmail.com 

 

Jacob Dishman, Director of Music 

      jacob.dishman@gmail.com  

 

Chris Loud, Communications Director 
Chris.Loud50@gmail.com 

 

Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant 
secretary@forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent 
Phone:  434-832-0401 

 

The Rev. Sharma Lewis,  Bishop,  Richmond, VA 

Phone:  1-800-768-6040 

THE BOX SCORE 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house 
of the Lord!’”  Psalm 122:1 

 

Average worship attendance in 2018  - 130 

Average worship attendance as of Dec. 15, 2019 - 124 

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to 
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the  

windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an  
overflowing blessing.”   Malachi 3:10 

 

BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT 

Your first line of giving — mission and ministry! 
      Budget for 2019 as approved by the Church  
                             Council is: $442,242 

 

We need an average of $8,504.66 per week to meet  
this budget. 

 

As of 50 weeks, our weekly receipts  
have averaged $6,728.49 

Thank you for your support of the mission  
and ministry of your church! 

        A Word From Amos 

 

 Hi, my Fort Hill family!  This is Amos, your little 
church mouse, reporting in after the holidays!  I hope 
you enjoyed your family gatherings as much as I did.   
 

 I have to tell you that I am in awe of the beau-
tiful music and decorations that I heard and saw 
around Fort Hill during the month of 
December.    I don’t know who they 
are, but I want to give a great big 
shout out to those who helped deco-
rate the inside and outside of the 
church.  And did you see the size of 
that Christmas tree?  Or, as I heard 
someone call it, a Chrismon tree.  I 
don’t exactly know what a “chrismon” is unless it’s the 
decorations that were hanging on the tree, but they 
sure were beautiful!  And I also heard someone say 
that a lady of the church handmade most of them 
many years ago. One night, when all was quiet in the 
church, I was in the Sanctuary.  The only lights on in 
there were the lights on the tree.  I sat at the bottom 
of the tree and gazed upward.  It was so beautiful!  I 
imagine it was kind of like that with the Wise Men 
gazing at the star above Bethlehem.  They were prob-
ably in awe just like I was gazing at the lights on the 
tree. 
 

 And now we are in a new calendar year and a 
new church calendar year and season called Epipha-
ny.  Are you familiar with that word?  I’m not too sure I 
know what it means, so I will have to look it up and 
report to you next month!  Until then, I remain your 
little church mouse.                    -Amos                           

Year End Giving Statements to be 

Mailed in January 

 

 Giving statements for 2019 will be mailed 
the first week in January.  Please review your 
statement immediately, and if errors are found, 
notify the Financial Secretary by January 15, when 
the 2019 books will be closed.  Corrections cannot 
be made after that date.  Also, please keep this 
final statement for tax purposes. Thank you! 

Fort Hill Receives Bequests 

 

 Fort Hill has recently received bequests 
from the estates of Shirley Jefferson and F. 
Rosser Gough, Sr.  We are very appreciative of 
these gifts, which were given with no restrictions.  
The Finance Committee will consider where to 
best use these gifts at it’s next meeting in Febru-
ary. 
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Phone: 434-847-1251 

Fax: 434-847-2536  
 

www.forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins 

Minister of Visitation 

 

Jacob Dishman 

Director of Music 
 
 

Worship Time: 
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary 

Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School:  9:15 a.m. 

 

Staffed nursery provided. 

Next newsletter deadline 
is JANUARY 15TH!  

Please submit SHORT 
articles by this date to 

assure inclusion.   
Thank you! 

                         Epiphany Breakfast To Take Place 

 

 The season of Epiphany begins on Sunday, January 5.  To celebrate this new 
season in the church calendar year, we will have an Epiphany Breakfast on January 12, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Come join us and bring your favorite breakfast casserole, pas-
tries, fruit or juice to share. We also need willing workers to help set up and clean up. 
 

 Please sign up in the Welcome Center, Java Stop or use a reservation card in the 
pew if you plan to attend and let us know what food item you will be bringing to share.  
Hope to see you on January 12 in the Fellowship Hall for the good food, fun and fellow-
ship! 


