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Saturday, February 15 

6:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Come party with us as we celebrate Valentines Day! 
Soup/chili, salad and dessert will be provided by the Genesis Circle 

$ donations accepted for the meal, which will be given to a charity 
that Fort Hill supports. 

 

Musical entertainment and fun to follow ! 
Make your reservation NOW by signing up in the Welcome Center OR call the 

church office at 847-1251 OR call Bonnie Kiger at 237-1186 

 

See you there! 

Ash Wednesday Services to Be Held 

 

 On February 26, two different times for the ob-
servance of Ash Wednesday will be offered in the 
Chapel (use Wilson Street entrance). A time for per-
sonal meditation and the imposition of ashes will be 
held from 12:00 noon – 12:30 p.m.  A time of worship that includes 
music, homily, and imposition of ashes, will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 

 We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or re-
covering at home.  Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin.  Our current prayer 
concerns are as follows: 
 

Sentara Meadow View Terrace        Williams Home            Others who need our prayers:  
           (Clarksville, VA)      Doris Conner          Nancy Billingsley    Gayle Phipps 

Madeline Bush                  Fred Fauber    Roscoe Sale 

   The Summit            Bryan & Lisa Garra   Delbert Spangler
   Doris Thompson                          Mike  Hill                         

 As a congregation of The United Methodist Church, Fort Hill is part of a global connection of mission 
that has the goal of transforming the world as we make disciples of Jesus Christ.  I became a member of The 
United Methodist Church when I joined the Mt. Pleasant congregation in Roanoke at the age of 18.  I did not 
know a lot about the larger focus of our denomination when I agreed to support the church by my prayers, 
presence, gifts, and service.  I just knew I felt a connection with God through that congregation.  Since that 
time, I have encountered God in many amazing ways, as a member of that local church and my service with a 
number of congregations as an ordained clergyperson of The United Methodist Church.   
 

As I have lived out my vows to support the church, I have been amazed at how The United Methodist 
Church connects the gifts of local congregations for the goal of global transformation as: 

 

      ▪ More than 300 missionaries in 60 countries serve as pastors, teachers, doctors, nurses, social  
        workers, church planters, and evangelists 

      ▪ More than 110 Global Mission Fellows, young adults who dedicate two years of service by  
        immersing themselves in new communities in more than 35 countries 

      ▪ Nearly 400,000 children have received lifesaving interventions since 2016 

      ▪ Care is provided through over 300 United Methodist and partner clinics and hospitals in 30 countries 

      ▪ Response is given to disasters (in 2017 the United Methodist Committee on Relief responded to 44  
       disasters across the U.S. and more than $21.5 million was given to assist those facing disaster 
       through 61 grants 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting this global mission through your prayers, presence, gifts, 
and service of Fort Hill.  I look forward to the amazing ways God will empower our congregation for the goal 
of transformation in the name of Jesus.       -Marc 

February Communion Offering to  
Benefit The Gateway 

 

     The Gateway is a program of New Land Samari-
tan Inns, Inc., a private,  nonprofit organization that 
depends on private and public gifts, to provide shelter 
and rehabilitative services to homeless men, recover-
ing from substance and alcohol abuse. Your gift to 

the communion offering on Febru-
ary 5 can help make a difference 
in someone’s life. 
 

     Half of the communion offering 
will go to The Gateway and the 
other half will go to Interfaith Out-

reach Association, to help those who need assis-
tance with rent, utilities, food, etc.  Thank you for your 
generous gifts! 

An Explanation about Lent 
 

 Lent is a season of the Christian year that 
emphasizes Jesus’ journey to the cross of Calvary 
and resurrection as witnessed at the empty tomb.  
The season of Lent consists of 40 “regular” days of 
the week, not counting Sundays.  Beginning on Ash 
Wednesday (this year February 26), Lent empha-
sizes an acknowledgement of our need for God’s 
redemption as we follow Jesus on a journey that 
leads from his time of temptation 
in the wilderness on the first 
Sunday of Lent, to Palm Sunday 
(the sixth Sunday of Lent).  The 
season of Lent concludes with 
“The Great Three Days” that in-
clude Holy Thursday (Jesus’ last 
supper with his disciples), Good Friday (Jesus’ cru-
cifixion), and Easter Day (Jesus’ resurrection).   
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 2020 Flower Chart Available 

 

     If you are looking for a way to honor or remember someone, you might want to con-
sider placing flowers on the altar some Sunday.  To do so, you can check the new 
Flower Chart in the office hallway, beside the water fountain.   You have two options to 
choose from: 
      1.  The two brass urn arrangements for $68 total OR 

      2.  An arrangement for the altar table for $38. 
 

     Just sign your name beside the date that you want, and put a “T” or an “U” beside 
your name to indicate which size arrangement you want. Place your check for $68 or 
$38 in one of the special envelopes provided at the chart, along with the wording that 

you wish to be in the bulletin, and put the envelope in the collection plate or bring to the church office. 
 

     If you wish a certain color or particular type of flower, just let the church office know, and it will be taken 
care of.   
 

    Sign up early to get the date(s) you want as the chart usually fills up quickly. 

Backpack Program for Kids 

Is Underway!  

 

 The Backpacks for Kids program is a part-
nership between the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, 
Fort Hill United Methodist Church and the Lynch-
burg Community!  And you are invited to to partic-
ipate!   
 

 Each Thursday evening (4:30-5:30pm), 
and occasionally on a Tues-
day, approximately 
100 bags of food are 
packed and delivered for 
kids in need at Dearing-
ton Elementary and Bass 
Elementary Schools.  Volun-
teers are needed to make 
this happen, as well as to help unload the Food 
Bank truck every other Tuesday (2:00-2:30)!   
 

 This opportunity to serve is PERFECT 
FOR ALL AGES AND ABILITIES!  We wel-
come volunteers from age 1-100!  You do not 
need to be a member of the church to partici-
pate.  Your civic group, school group, work 
friends, church group or community individuals 
are welcome to volunteer!  
 

 Have questions or want to sign up?  Con-
tact Kendra Toney at we5toneys@gmail.com or 
434-546-0576.  You may also sign up on line by 
clicking here.   

Are You Looking For A New Way to 

Get Involved? 

 

 Do you want to make a difference in 
someone's life? If so, YOU are invited to become a 
REACH volunteer today!  
 

  REACH is a program that was designed 
about four years ago by the Blue Ridge Area Food 
Bank, in which nutritional food is provided to low-

income, home-bound senior, or disabled, adults once 
a month. This initiative assists these members of our 
community by providing basic food items such as 
fresh fruits, vegetables, meat, milk and other nutri-
tious foods.   
 

 The REACH Program is housed on the lower-
level of our church; therefore, food is delivered from 
The Food Bank to our church once a month.  That 
same afternoon, REACH volunteers come to pick up 
their recipients' groceries and deliver to them.  The 
main goal of the program is to reach people in need 
with nutritional food.  However, the secondary (but 
just as important) goal of the program is to build rela-
tionships between the recipients and volunteers that 
make a meaningful impact.   
 

 Being a REACH volunteer is rewarding be-
cause you make a difference in an individual's 
life.  Being a REACH volunteer is easy because it is 
only once a month and deliveries can be done at your 
convenience.  If you would like more information, or 
would like to become a REACH volunteer, please 
contact Kendra Toney at 434-546-0576 
or we5toneys@gmail.com. 
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From Our Librarian . . .  
When the Lion Roars: a Primer for the  

Unsuspecting Mystic.   
Stephen J. Rossetti, Ave Maria Press, 2003 

 

 What is a mystic? When we enter into an 
understanding of God’s tremendous love for us and 
experience that unconditional love in our lives, then 
we are on the way to becoming a 
mystic.  “In a series of practical, 
readable chapters, [the author] ad-
dresses the many questions and 
concerns that arise on the path to 
deeper prayer.  He draws carefully 
from the wisdom of scripture and 
uses his broad knowledge of mysti-
cal writers…to guide us on a road we may never 
have expected to take.”  We can be “caught up in 
the transforming love of God.”  We begin to see our-
selves and others as God sees us and wants to 
share Himself with us. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

A note from our librarian:  When checking out a 
book from the church library, be sure to sign your 
name on a white slip of paper that is on the library 
desk.  Also write the name of the book you are 
checking out, along with its number, which is found 
inside the front cover.  When returning a book to 
the library, please leave the book on the desk.  I 
will take care of putting it back on the proper shelf. 
Thank you for your cooperation, and I hope you are 
enjoying your “new” library.  
        -Wayne Rhodes,  Librarian 

Items Being Collected for Health Kits 

 

 The Genesis Circle is again collecting items 
for Health Kits that go to Annual Conference.  Your 
help was greatly appreciated last year!!! We are hop-
ing, with your help, to fill 75 health kits for people in 
need throughout the United States and territories.  
Each month we will collect a different item.  For the 
month of February, we are collecting new wash 
cloths. There is a container in the Welcome Center 
for your donation. Thank you for your support. 

UMW Circle Meeting Dates 

 

Wise Moon - Tuesday, February 4,  
12 Noon at Isabella’s Restaurant in  

             Boonsboro Village 

 

Martha- Tuesday, February 4, 1:00 p.m. in the  
               church Library 

 

Genesis - Tuesday, February 4, 7:00 p.m., at the  
       home of Becky Spangler, 220 Paulette  
       Circle 

Year-End Treasurer’s Reports Due 

 

     All Sunday School class treasurers, as well as 
treasurers of various church groups, 
need to submit a report of all their fi-
nancial activity for 2019 to the church 
office.  This report is due by February 
2.   Please have someone audit 
your report and sign it, along with 
your signature. 
 

 If you have any questions about this, or need 
assistance on how to write your report, please con-
tact Jeanette at 847-1251, ext. 201. 

UMW Circle Helping 

   Gleaning for the World  

 

 The Martha Circle is collecting personal care 
items for Gleaning for the World.  On-going needs 
are toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, 
shaving items, soap, women’s hygiene products, in-
continence supplies, lotions, etc.   There is a bin in 
the Welcome Center to collect donations.  Thank you 
for your generosity! 

You Are Invited! 
 

 Please plan now to attend the Churches for 
Urban Ministry Annual Benefit Luncheon on March 
11, 2020, at 11:30 AM at the University of Lynch-
burg (Lynchburg College). 
 

 Call the Churches for Urban Ministry office at 
847-6655 to reserve your place. Business and cor-
porate sponsorships of tables are also available. 
 

 This is a major fundraiser for Churches for 
Urban Ministry, so please make every effort to at-
tend. Take your lunchtime and enjoy inspirational 
testimony about the impact Churches for Urban Min-
istry has on local lives. 

Office Help Needed! 
 

 Are you familiar with Publisher software?  If 
you are, your help is needed when Jeanette goes 
on vacation.  Nearly all our flyers, inserts and all 
bulletins are done with this software.  If you think 
you could help out occasionally, please give Jean-
ette a call at 847-1251.  Thanks! 



2/1   Kenny Tolley 

2/3   Greg Marsh 

2/3   Dan Watson 

2/3   Brittany Roark 

2/3   Ryan Marsh 

2/4   Eric Pollitt  

2/5   Patricia Young 

2/5   Olivia Lowe 

2/6   Emily Peters 

2/7   Mary Berrier 
2/7   Tommy Carter 
2/9   James Rogers 

2/9   Sherri Tolley 

2/9   Patrick Sullivan 

2/10 Cassie Muratore 

2/10 Leigh Ruhland 

2/12 Carolyn Maness 

2/12 Christy Bussert 
2/14 Turner Lee 

2/15  Ron Litten 

2/17  Cindy Englund 

2/17  Lisa Robertson 

2/19  Helen Glass 

2/20  Jimmy Mays 

2/20  Kim Saville 

2/22  Ann Stinson 

2/22  Emily Ruhland 

2/25  Frances Crowe 

2/25  Nancy Billingsley 

2/25  Megan Schrade 

2/25  Angie Kiger 
2/26  Stephen Arthur 
2/26  Judy Hall 
2/26  David Glass, Jr. 
2/27  Marc Beverly 

2/28  Phyllis Williams 

2/28  Kelli Tatum 

2/28  Cole Werner 
2/28  Abby Englund 

  If  your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our 
data base. Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information. 

     February Wedding Anniversaries 

2/12  Walter & Emma Kelly     49 years                 2/15  Jane & Shan Peters           35 years           

                                         2/16  Ronnie & Jeanette Seale              40 years 
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 We extend our sympathy to Jeffry Gay, Lisa Robertson & Jackie Gay-Milliken upon the 
death of their mother, Sue Gay, on December 29; to Lisa Staton Humphrey and family upon the 
death of her mother, Pat Staton, on December 29; to Mike Hill, Jim Hill & Bucky Hill upon the 
death of his wife/their mother, Ellen Hill, on January 6; to the family of Max Wilmer upon his 
death on January 11; and to the family of Wise Moon upon her death on January 18. 

Miscellaneous  

Gifts for Perrymont Elementary School Classrooms Successful! 
 

 In December, the JOY Team asked the Fort Hill congregation to help equip the teachers at Perrymont with 
things they needed for their classrooms.  In true Fort Hill fashion, all teachers “wishes” were granted through the gener-
osity of this congregation.  Below are some “thank yous” from  some of the teachers: 
 

 Dear Fort Hill Community, Thank you so much for the Angel Tree gifts. The puzzles and stickers were VERY 
exciting for the kids! They love using the magnet letters to spell with! We feel very blessed and can’t thank you enough.
                                                         -Mrs. Manwarren (Kindergarten) 
 

 Dear Fort Hill United Methodist Family, Thank you so much for all of your love and care you have showered 
on our school.  We truly appreciate all of it, especially the prayers!  You could hear squeals of joy from teachers and stu-
dents as we opened our goodie bags.  Thank you for your generosity and know it is all appreciated and used!       
                                                                           -Peace, Katy Lathan 

 

 Dear Angels at FHUMC, Thank you so much for the bag of supplies that you bought for me.  Second semester 
is coming, and it was such a relief to know that I would be prepared with materials on hand.  Your generosity is very 
much appreciated.                                                            -Sincerely, Martha Clark 

 

 Thank you for the pens and composition books! I love all the different colors, but I love even more the engage-
ment I get from my students by letting them use “the pretty pens” as well!  They also take a lot of pride in their reading 
notebooks!  We use them everyday.  Thanks again for taking care of us! 
                                                                 -Lauren Wood, Reading Specialist 
 

 Thank you for the delicious luncheon.  We appreciate all you do!!                             -Signed by all PES teachers 

 

 Dear Fort Hill United Methodist Church, Thank you so much for the generous gifts provided by your congre-
gation. The items I put on my wish list are items I must purchase myself on a bi-monthly basis.  The thoughtfulness of 
yur church does not go unnoticed in my classroom.  Your kindness is truly touching and a blessing to not only my class-
room but also my family.                                                                      -With gratitude, Madeline Gunter, 5th grade teacher 
 

 Dear Fort Hill United Methodist, Thank you so much for the “angel” gifts we received from you this week.  Eve-
rything will be used by y little Kindergarteners. The Playdough, magnetic letters, tissues & crayons will all be very helpful. 
Thank you again for thinking of us.             –Sincerely, Robin Einereinhof, Kindergarten Teacher & Kim Phelps, Assistant 
 

NOTE: All these notes can be found on the bulletin board at the office hallway water fountain. 
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February, 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

10:00 Chair 
 Yoga 

2      Holy     
  Communion 
 
 
 

 

3 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

4 

12:00 Wise Moon     
          Circle 

1:00 Martha       
        Circle 

2:00 Food truck 

 

7:00 Genesis  
        Circle 

5  7:00 AM 

    Men’s Group 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Celebration 
Ringers 

6 

 

2:00 JOY Team 

 

 

4:30 Backpacks 
for Kids -FHUMC 

 

7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir 

7 

 

8 

10-2 Park View 
Work Day 

10:00 Chair 
 Yoga 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

1:00 SPRC 

 

 

7:00 Finance 
Committee 

11   

 
 

2:00 Food truck 
delivery 

12  7:00 AM 

    Men’s Group 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Celebration 
Ringers 

13 

 

4:30 Backpacks 
for Kids –
Peakland UMC 

 

7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir 

14 Happy 
Valentine’s Day 
 

 

 

15 

 

10:00 Chair 
 Yoga 

 

Newsletter 
deadline 
6:00 Valentines 
Celebration 

16 

 

 

 

17 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

19  7:00 AM 

    Men’s Group 

9-11 REACH 
pickup 

 

 

 

7:00 Celebration 
Ringers 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

4:30 Backpacks 
for Kids -FHUMC 

 

7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir 

21 

 

22 

 

10:00 Chair 
 Yoga 

23  
 

 
 

 
 

24 

10:00 Acts 29 
Prayer Group 

25 

 

2:00 Food truck 
delivery 

 

3:15-5:30 
REACH pickup 

26   Ash 

       Wednesday 
7:00 AM 

    Men’s Group 

12:00 Ash Wed. 
meditation time 

1:00 Book Club 

7:00 Ash Wed.  
service  
7:00 Celebration 
Ringers 

27 

 

 

 

 

4:30 Backpacks 
for Kids -FHUMC 

 

7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir 

28 29 

 

10:00 Chair 
 Yoga 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING   
SCHEDULE 

 

 8:45-10:30 a.m.   Java Stop 

 9:15 a.m.  Sunday School   
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the  
                   Sanctuary  

Worship Participation for Worship Services  
 

February 2 Sanctuary Choir 
 

February 9 Sanctuary Choir  
  

February 16 Sanctuary Choir  
 

February 28 Sanctuary Choir, Celebration Ringers 
                      & Instrumental Ensemble 
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From the Hill  
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,  
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308 

Phone:  434-847-1251           Fax:  434-847-2536 

 

Times of Worship 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor 
marcbrown@forthillumc.com 

Brown5129@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins 

Minister of Visitation 

tuned2joy02@gmail.com 

 

Jacob Dishman, Director of Music 

      jacob.dishman@gmail.com  

 

Chris Loud, Communications Director 
Chris.Loud50@gmail.com 

 

Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant 
secretary@forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Scott Davis, District Superintendent 
Phone:  434-832-0401 

 

The Rev. Sharma Lewis,  Bishop,  Richmond, VA 

Phone:  1-800-768-6040 

THE BOX SCORE 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house 
of the Lord!’”  Psalm 122:1 

 

Average worship attendance in 2019  - 124 

Average worship attendance as of Jan. 19, 2020 - 126 

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me to 
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the  

windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an  
overflowing blessing.”   Malachi 3:10 

 

BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT 

Your first line of giving — mission and ministry! 
      Budget for 2020 as approved by the Church  
                             Council is: $416,591 

 

We need an average of $8,011.37 per week to meet  
this budget. 

 

As of 3 weeks, our weekly receipts  
have averaged $5,317.19 

Thank you for your support of the mission  
and ministry of your church! 

        A Word From Amos 

 

 Hi, my Fort Hill family!  This is Amos, your little 
church mouse, reporting in again!  Last month, I told 
you that I was going to find out what the word 
“epiphany” means.  Do you know?  Did you look the 
word up in a dictionary? 

 

 There was an Epiphany breakfast 
one Sunday morning, a couple weeks 
ago, and while I was there to grab any 
morsels of food that might drop to the 
floor, Pastor Marc had a quiz about Epiph-
any on each table.  And, I’m proud to re-
port to you, that I listened and learned 
what the word “epiphany” means. It 
means a revelation or understanding. I also learned that 
it is 1)a church festival in commemoration of the coming 
of the Magi; 2)a church festival remembering the mani-
festation of Christ in the Gentiles; and 3)a church festi-
val in the Eastern Church in commemoration of the bap-
tism of Christ.  These are some pretty big words for a 
little fella like me, but I am so glad that I listened and 
learned.  And I might add that I was so interested in 
learning about Epiphany that I forgot to watch for food 
crumbs.  But, as usual, the ladies cleaned everything up 
so well that there really wasn’t anything left on the floor 
for me. 
 

 I hope you are staying warm and well during 
these cold winter days. I usually stay in the boiler room 
where it is very cozy down there. So, until the next 
newsletter comes out, I remain your little church mouse,                  
     -Amos                           

Are You Looking for Some Extra  
Bible Study Time? 

Want to get more out of church time than just the 
worship service? 

 

  Why not consider joining a Sunday School 
class!  The Forrest Oglesby Class meets in the Chapel 
(at the Wilson Street entrance) at 9:15 a.m. each Sun-
day. They enjoy hymn singing, good fellowship, devo-
tions, and discussion with excellent teachers, who use 
the International Lesson series that takes you though 
the entire Bible over a course of 4 years. These les-

sons challenge us to study the scrip-
tures closely and brings understanding 
to what they are saying to us in today’s 
world.  The class generally dismisses 
by 10:00 a.m., which gives the mem-
bers time to enjoy Java Stop before 
going for the morning worship service.  
Even though many of our original 
members are now deceased or, due to 
age, are unable to attend, this class 
still enjoys meaningful lessons each 

Sunday.   
 

 Won’t you join us some Sunday?  You will be 
warmly welcomed!  As one of the class members has 
said, “I’ve been a member of a Sunday School class all 
my life, and I have gained so much knowledge about 
the Bible simply by attending Sunday School.” 
 

  



Fort Hill United Methodist Church 

106 Oakridge Blvd. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

Phone: 434-847-1251 

Fax: 434-847-2536  
 

www.forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins 

Minister of Visitation 

 

Jacob Dishman 

Director of Music 
 
 

Worship Time: 
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary 

Java Stop: 8:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School:  9:15 a.m. 

 

Staffed nursery provided. 

Next newsletter deadline 
is FEBRUARY 15TH!  

Please submit SHORT 
articles by this date to 

assure inclusion.   
Thank you! 

 The Souper Bowl of Caring 

              Sunday, February 2, 2020 

 

  More than 140 million Americans will tune in to the Super Bowl football 
game see the Denver Broncos and Seattle Seahawks face off this month.  There 
will be parties with abundant food, friendship and fellowship.  At the same time, 
there will be people worrying about staying warm, finding shelter and securing a 

warm meal.  Join the youth of our church and the movement that transforms Super Bowl weekend into one of 
the biggest weekends of giving and serving!  Visit www.souperbowl.org for more information! 
 

 Our Fort Hill youth will be collecting cans of food to benefit Parkview Community Mission.  Please plan 
to be setting aside your food cans between now and then and bring your items on that day.  Should you want 
to start bringing cans prior to February 2, please place them in the red wagon in the area between the 
Welcome Center and Oxford Hall.  On February 2,, there will be  "Super Bowl tables" in the Narthex so you 
can choose which of the teams you want to support by placing your cans on the appropriate tables.  
 

Please support our youth and Parkview Mission by participating in this project. 


