
Fort Hill Worship, May 3, 2020 

Love Feast 
 

GATHERING MUSIC  “The Love of God”            arr. Mark Hayes 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN 

1. O love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee. 

I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine oceans depths its flow. 

May richer fuller be. 

2. O light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee. 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine's blaze its day. 

May brighter fairer be. 

3. O joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee. 

I chase the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain. 

That morn shall tearless be. 

4. O cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee. 

I lay in dust's life's glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red. 

Life that shall endless be. 

 

PRAYER OF THE COMMUNITY 

     Let us lift up our hearts in praise and thanksgiving to our Savior and Lord, praying. 

Glory to you, O holy Jesus. 

     You offered yourself a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

 Glory to you, O holy Jesus. 

     You rose again the third day from the dead and had all power given to you both in heaven and  

     on earth. 

 Glory to you, O holy Jesus. 

     Take full possession of our hearts, and make us like you – all kindness, goodness gentleness, 

     meekness, and longsuffering. 

 Glory to you, O holy Jesus.       

(p. 37, 30 Days with Wesley, Richard Buchner, Editor, Beacon Hill Press of 

Kansas City, 2012) 

 

Be present at our table, Lord; Be here and everywhere adored; Thy creatures bless, and 

grant that we may feast in paradise with Thee.    (JOHN CENICK) 

 

Father of earth and heaven, thy hungry children feed, thy grace be to our spirits given, 

that true immortal bread.  Grant us and all our race in Jesus Christ to prove the 

sweetness of thy pardoning grace, the manna of thy love.  (CHARLES WESLEY) 

 

SCRIPTURE    

 John 10:1-10 

 

EXHORTATION 

 

PASSING OF THE BREAD 

 

CIRCULATION OF THE LOVING CUP 

 

TESTIMONIES, PRAYERS, SONG   
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CLOSING EXHORTATION 

 

HYMN 

How deep the Father's love for us 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure 

How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory 

 

I will not boast in anything 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 

 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

 

PARTING MUSIC   “Our Great Savior”             arr. Carly Rawlings  
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The modern history of the Love Feast began when Count Zinzendorf and the Moravians in 

Germany introduced a service of sharing food, prayer, religious conversation, and hymns in 

1727. John Wesley first experienced it among the Moravians in Savannah, Georgia, ten years 

later. His diary notes: "After evening prayers, we joined with the Germans in one of their love–

feasts. It was begun and ended with thanksgiving and prayer, and celebrated in so decent and 

solemn a manner as a Christian of the apostolic age would have allowed to be worthy of Christ." 

 

It quickly became a feature of the Evangelical Revival and a regular part of Methodist society 

meetings in Great Britain and throughout the English–speaking world. As Methodists 

immigrated to North America they made Love Feasts an important part of early American 

Methodism. 

 

Testimonies and praise are the focal point in most Love Feasts. Testimonies may include 

personal witness to God's grace or accounts of what God has been doing in the lives of others. 

Praise may take the form of hymns, songs, choruses, or spoken exclamations and may vary from 

the relative formality of an opening and closing hymn to spontaneous calling out of requests and 

singing as the Spirit moves. Sometimes the leader guides those present alternating spontaneous 

singing and sharing in free and familiar conversation for as long as the Spirit moves. Wesley 

counseled that all the above be done decently and in order. 

 

Prayer is vital to a Love Feast. A fixed form of prayer may be used, especially something like the 

Lord's Prayer or Be present at our table, Lord, that is familiar to the people. Spontaneous prayer 

requests and prayers may come from the people. 

 

Scripture is also important. There may be scripture readings, or persons may quote Scripture 

spontaneously as the Spirit moves. There may be a sermon, an exhortation, or an address; but it 

should be informal and consist of the leader's adding personal witness to what spontaneously 

comes from the congregation. 

 

Most Love Feasts include the sharing of food. It is customary not to use communion bread, wine, 

or grape juice because to do so might confuse the Love Feast with the Lord's Supper. The bread 

may be a loaf of ordinary bread, crackers, rolls, or a sweet bread baked especially for this 

service. If a loaf of bread, it may be broken in two or more pieces and then passed from hand to 

hand as each person breaks off a piece. Crackers, rolls, or slices of bread may be passed in a 

basket. The beverage has usually been water, but other beverages such as lemonade, tea, or 

coffee have been used. Early Methodists commonly passed a loving cup with two handles from 

person to person, but later the water was served in individual glasses. The food is served quietly 

without interrupting the service. 

 

The Love Feast may also be followed by a full meal, in which case persons or families may bring 

dishes of food for all to share. During the meal there may be informal conversation in Christian 

fellowship, or the leader may direct the conversation by suggesting matters of mutual concern, or 

there may be spontaneous witnessing and praise. If there is food left over, it may be taken as an 

expression of love to persons not present. 
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