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Fort Hill UMC Has Staff Changes 

 The Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
is pleased to announce that Jacob Dishman 
will become the full-time Director of Music 

and Communica-
tions for Fort Hill ef-
fective September 
1.  This new, full-
time position com-
bines the previous 
part-time ministry 
responsibilities for 

Music and Communications.   

 The committee expresses its appreci-
ation to Chris Loud for his ministry as Director 
of Communications for Fort Hill since 
2019.  Under Chris’ leadership, Fort Hill’s 
presence on Facebook and the internet in-
creased significantly.   

 Jacob and Chris will consult together 
during the month of September in a time of 
transition.  

It’s Time To Start Preparing the  
2023 Operating Budget 

 

     All work areas and departments should 
start planning their 
budget for 2023.  
Your requested 
budget figures 
should be submit-
ted to the Finance 
Committee no later 
than October 1.  If you need an updated ex-
pense report for your work area or depart-
ment, please contact the Financial Secretary, 
Jeanette Seale, at 847-1251, Ext 201 or 
email her at secretary@forthillumc.com. 

United Methodist Women 
Circles to Meet 

 

 Our United Methodist Women will 
begin their monthly meetings in Septem-
ber.  Normally, the circles make their 
pledges to mission work with their Septem-
ber meetings, but because of the restruc-
ture  and renaming of the United Methodist 
Women to United Women in Faith, the cir-
cles will not make their pledges until their 
January meetings. 
 

 Here is the schedule for the circles 
to meet in September: 
 Genesis Circle - Thursday, Sep-
tember 1, at 7:00 p.m. at a place to be de-
termined.  
 Martha Circle - Wednesday, Sep-
tember 7, at 2:00 p.m., in the church Con-
ference Room 
 

 All ladies of the church are invited 
to attend any of the above meetings and 
learn what the UMW is all about or join a 
circle!  You will be warmly welcomed! 

UMW Reading Program  
for 2022-2023 Begins 

 

 For September, the UMW book to 
read is Before We Were Yours by Lisa 
Wingate.  This riveting, wrenching, and ulti-
mately uplifting tale is based on one of 
America's most notorious real-life scandals 
-- in which Georgia Tann, director of a 
Memphis-based adoption organization, kid-
napped and sold poor children to wealthy 
families all over the country.  (Novel; Nur-
turing For Community; 2022)   
 

 The ’Book Club will return to in-
person meetings on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 28, at 12:00 noon at Given Book Store 
on Lakeside Drive  
 

 A full list of this year's books will be 
available in the October Newsletter.   



Page 2 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 
 

 We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or  
recovering at home.  Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin.  Our current prayer  
concerns are as follows: 
 

Runk & Pratt (Forest)                 Heritage Green                   Others who need our prayers:  
     Jean Poindexter                              Doris Conner       Elizabeth Adams             Bryan & Lisa Garra 
       Susan Akers             Nancy Marsh                                
                         Bentley Commons           Frank Coleman                  Mary Murphy                  
                             Frances White                  Warner Burford                  Becky Spangler 
                                                                         Fred & Dodie Fauber Kendra Toney 

 When I was in seminary, one of the courses I took was Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).  My assign-
ment was to Sibley Memorial Hospital in Washington, D. C., where I served as a student chaplain for 10 hours 
each week, met weekly with my supervisor, and engaged with fellow student chaplains on a weekly basis.  One 
of the most valuable lessons I learned in CPE was the difference between reflexive listening and reflective lis-

tening.   
 
 Reflexive listening may be defined as intentional manipulation of another 
person.  The goal of reflexive listening is to solicit a response that diverts another 
person’s attention away from current reality.  Ignoring what is spoken and unspo-
ken, reflexive listening coerces the spirit, mind, and soul.    
 
 Reflective listening may be defined as intentional engagement with anoth-
er person.  The goal of reflective listening is to understand the current reality that 

is defining another person’s life.  Hearing what is spoken and unspoken, reflective listening engages the spirit, 
mind, and soul. 
 
 I believe that faith in Jesus Christ is God’s invitation for Jesus’ followers to listen reflectively with spirit, 
mind, and soul as we engage the current reality of our lives.  How are you listening?                     -Marc 

        September Communion Offering  
   to Benefit Society of St. Andrew 

       
       One half of the September Communion offering 
will go to Society of St. Andrew.  The other half will go 
to Interfaith Outreach Association to assist those who 
need help with rent, utilities, food, etc.  

       Did you know that September is 
National Hunger Action Month?  
There's never been a more crucial 
time to focus on the needs of your 
hungry neighbors and continue to 
do more. Food pantries are still re-
porting drastically increased needs 
for food and more farmers are opening their fields for 
gleaning.   Your gift will go a long way in helping to 
feed the hungry in our community.  

Cost of Altar Flowers Increasing 
 

 The florist that provides our altar flowers 
each Sunday has informed us that the cost of the 
arrangements will increase beginning September 
1, 2022.  This price increase is due to the cost to 
the florist to purchase flowers. Beginning Sep-
tember 1, the cost is as follows: 
 
    ♦ Table arrangement - $50 
 
    ♦ Two urn arrangements - $80 
 
 If you have already paid in advance (as 
of this writing) for a Sunday that you picked, there 
will be no additional costs to you.  In the meantime,  
we will continue to search for a less expensive pro-
vider.  Thank you for your understanding of this 
situation. 

A Note from Jacob . . .  
 

 Hi everyone! I'm so looking forward to working full time at Fort Hill. Over the years, our church family 
has been such a steady source of love and support, and I'm excited to answer the call to serve our church as 
Communications Director. While this will be a new challenge for me, I'm confident that God is at work through 
our congregation and our church staff, and it will be a joy to watch what unfolds in the upcoming years. Thank 
you all for your support! 



Bits and Pieces 
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From Our Librarian . . .  
 

Help, Lord!  I’m Having a Senior Moment: Notes to 
God on Growing Older – Karen O’Connor   

Servant Publications, 2002 
 

 As we age, occasionally we 
might have what is called a “senior 
moment.”  Senior moments happen!  
So often, these “moments” may be 
a challenge to each of us, even to 
the point of embarrassment or 
heartbreak.  What are we to do?  
The author, in one of her many let-
ters to God, writes “It’s all part of 

growing older, isn’t it, Lord?  We make mistakes. We 
forget.  We don’t do what we want to do.  Then we’re 
ashamed and embarrassed, and we hide out, hoping 
no one else will notice.  But you’re there, Lord…You 
love me right through the senior moments.”   
 

 In every senior moment there is a chance for 
each of us to turn our complaints into thankfulness.  
We can be content in each moment, because God is 
always there, loving us!  

THE BOX SCORE 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the Lord!’”  Psalm 122:1 

 

Average worship attendance in 2021  - 123 
Average worship attendance as of August 21, 2022 - 114 

NOTE:  This attendance is for in-person & online  
Worship beginning January 1, 2022 

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me 
to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open 

the  
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an  

overflowing blessing.”   Malachi 3:10 
 

BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT 
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry! 

      Budget for 2022 as approved by the Church  
                             Council is: $407,499 
 

We need an average of $7,836.52 per week to meet  
this budget.  

 

As of 34 weeks, our weekly receipts  
have averaged $7,764.46 

Thank you for your support of the mission  
and ministry of your church! 

From the Hill  
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,  
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308 

Phone:  434-847-1251           Fax:  434-847-2536 
 

Times of Worship 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor 
marcbrown@forthillumc.com 

Brown5129@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins, Minister of Visitation 
tuned2joy02@gmail.com 

 

Jacob Dishman, Director of Music 
      jacob.dishman@gmail.com  

 

Chris Loud, Communications Director 
Chris.Loud50@gmail.com 

 

Timothy G. Chappell 
Audio Visual Technician 
larkinwolf@yahoo.com 

 

Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant 
secretary@forthillumc.com 

 
Crystal Womack, Nursery Attendant 

Crystal.womack72@yahoo.com 
 

Rev. Denise Bates, District Superintendent 
Phone:  434-832-0401 

 

The Rev. Sharma Lewis,  Bishop,  Richmond, VA 
Phone:  1-800-768-6040 

 

“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture 
God’s people so they can 

CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.” 
           -Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement 

Security of Church Buildings 
& Staff Addressed 

 

 At the last Church Council meeting,  it was 
suggested and approved that, for security reasons, 
all persons entering the church buildings during of-
fice hours are to report to the church office upon 
entering and upon leaving.  This can be done by 
either stopping by the office in person or by calling 
the office and dialing extension 201 or 202.  Help us 
keep our staff and buildings safe! Thank you for 
your cooperation in this important matter. 

    New Upper Rooms 
Available 

 

 The September/October edi-
tion of The Upper Room is now 
available in the Narthex, church of-
fice and office hallway.  Be sure to 
pick up your copy soon! 

 

Fort Hill Receives a Bequest 
 

 Fort Hill is the recipient of a bequest from the 
estate of Andy Williams. We are very appreciative of 
this gift from a longtime and faithful member. 



9/1   Marsha Glass 
9/2   Terry Minnick 
9/2   Whitney Robertson 
9/3   Maggie Scott 
9/3   Brooke Kendrick 
9/3   Joseph Daugherty 
9/4   Mark Howard 
9/4   Sarah Saville 
9/6   William Saville, Jr. 
9/8   Jennifer Marsh 
9/8   Carrie McCane 
 
 

9/15  Jon Roark 
9/15  Rhonda Ford 
9/16  Linda Drinkard 
9/18  Joe Thornhill 
9/18  Barry Bell 
9/18  Jonathan Napier 
9/19  Ryan Schmidt 
9/20  Dalton Huskin 
9/21  Lexey Bourgugnon 
9/21  Jesse Hamilton 
9/22  Mike Mistretta 
 

9/22  Travis Simmons 
9/24  Nancy Ware 
9/24  John Thornhill 
9/25  Steven Humphrey 
9/26  Mary Ann Carter 
9/28  Wayne Rhodes 
9/29  Mike Allen 
9/29  Deborah Gibson 
9/30  Sara Foutz 
9/30  Bryan Garra 
9/30  Michael Manning 
9/30  Brent Mays 

  If  your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our 
data base. Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information. 
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      Miscellaneous  

9/8   Griffin Spencer 
9/8  Brooklyn Staton 
9/8    Emma Quarles 
9/8    Benjamin Zelaya 
9/9    Earl Adams 
9/10  Carol Hall 
9/11  Havion Ferguson 
9/12  Parker Staton 
9/13  Marilyn Chilton 
9/13  Jackie Gay-Milliken 
9/14  Carolyn Coleman 
9/14  Vickie Ferguson 

      September Anniversaries  
9/1    Cameron & Cameron Byrd         4 years 9/16  Jimmy & JoAnn Mays                  61 years 

9/8    Bryan & Lisa Garra                      32 years 9/19  Mark & Amanda Anthony             13 years 

     9/29  Bryan Fielding & Kelsey Laubach   3 years 

A Word From Amos . . .  
 

 Hi, my Fort Hill family! 
This is Amos, your little church 
mouse, reporting in again! I 
hope you have had a good 
summer and some vacation 
time. My family and I had so 
much fun togeth-
er, but it sure 
was good to get 
home, especially 
my home here at 
Fort Hill UMC.   
 

 In listen-
ing to people talk, 
I have learned that there is a 
new sound system in the Sanc-
tuary so you can hear the ser-
vices and programs better.  
And I can see there is a new 
lighting system installed as 
well. Now I can see you more 
clearly, and you might even 
see me peeking around a pew 
or door sometime! With the fall 
months coming, I am sure 
there will be many things hap-
pening around here, and I will 
be sure to report my sightings 
to you.           -Amos  

Our Support of Perrymont Elementary 
School Continues!  

 
 The Staff of Perrymont was “Welcomed Back” with a delicious 
lunch of a Chick-fil-A sandwich, chips, cookies, and water.  A big THANK 
YOU for the donated sandwiches from a couple at the Church!     
 

 Thank you to all who contributed school supplies, clothing, and 
money to purchase supplies for the students at Perrymont.  We will con-
tinue to collect these items through Labor Day.  On Sunday, September 
11th, as a Congregation, we will bless and pray over these items.  Staff 
members in attendance will take the items with them or we will deliver 
them to the school the following week.   
 

 In October, we would like to provide the staff with a Halloween 
treat bag made up of individually wrapped candies.  Donations of individu-
ally wrapped candy will be collected beginning September 11th.  We are 
collecting the items earlier this year as the news outlets have mentioned a 
candy shortage.   
 

 Would you like to volunteer at Perrymont?  Volunteers are being 
welcomed back after several years of not being able to help out.  Please 
let me know if you are interested.  You will have to complete a School Vol-
unteer Application Form (which I can give you).  They will use the infor-
mation on the form to conduct a background check through the Raptor 
Visitor Management system per the requirements listed in the Code of 
Virginia.   
 

 Please continue to pray for the Staff and Students! 
 

Kim Beuerle 
Perrymont/Church Contact Person 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Genesis   
         Circle 

2 3 

4 
 
       Holy 
Communion 

5 
 
   Labor Day 
 
Church Office      
      Closed 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Choir 
         rehearsal 

7 
 
2:00 Martha  
        Circle 
 
 

7:00 Celebration    
         Ringers 

8 9 
 
 
 
6:00 All choirs 
picnic at Seale 
Home 

10 

11 12 
 
 
2:30 Church 
Council 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 Choir 
         rehearsal 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 Celebration    
         Ringers 

15 
 
   Newsletter     
     Deadline 

16 17 

18 19 20 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 Choir 
         rehearsal 

21 
 
 
 
 

7:00 Celebration    
         Ringers 

22 23 
     First day  
      of Fall 

24 

25 26 27 
 
 
 
7:00 Choir 
         rehearsal 

28 
 
12:00 UMW    
         Book Club 
 
7:00 Celebration    
         Ringers 

29 30  

 

September 2022 

In-Person Worship Each Sunday  
@ 10:30 a.m. 

Java Stop 8:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 

Staffed Nursery Available 
9:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

 



Fort Hill United Methodist Church 
106 Oakridge Blvd. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 

 

Address Service Requested 
 

 
Phone: 434-847-1251 
Fax: 434-847-2536  
 
www.forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown 
Pastor 

 
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Visitation 

 
Jacob Dishman 

Director of Music & Communications 
 
 

Worship Time: 
9:00 a.m. Online Worship 

10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

Next newsletter deadline 
is  SEPTEMBER 15TH!  
Please submit SHORT 
articles by this date.  

Thank you! 

Choir Picnic To Be Held 
All choirs are invited! 

 

 On Friday, September 9, at 6:00 p.m. all bell choir and Sanctuary choir members are invited to join 
together for our annual picnic! 
 

 This year, the picnic will be held at the home of Ronnie & Jeanette Seale, 1398 Ty 
Bluff Road, Forest (off Perrowville Road). Choir members are invited to bring one or two cov-
ered dishes to share. Meat and beverages will be provided. 
 

 If you are not a member of one of the choirs, but have been thinking about joining, 
please come join in on the fun and good fellowship that evening and see what being a choir 
member is all about! You will be warmly welcomed! 
 

 Choir members, and potential choir members, please let Jacob know by Tuesday, 
September 6, if you plan to attend  


