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World Communion Sunday
to be Celebrated on October 2
On October 2, the famous, infamous and those of us in between will gather at a common table around the world. This is the day when the Christian
faith celebrates World Communion Sunday. We come to the table from the
North and the South, the East and the West. It is a great privilege to share
this meal.
There is no cost to us; the cross is a sign that reminds us of the great
cost to the host.
Please share the Eucharist with us at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, October 2.

JOY Team Planning Fall Event!
Fall is here, and the JOY Team is planning a
celebration of this new season on Sunday, October 9,
in the Fellowship Hall.
First, at 4:00 p.m., there will be some musical
entertainment by Sound Direction, who have performed at Fort Hill before. This group of talented musicians consists of Jacob’s
parents, Keith & Betsy Dishman, and Janet’s sister and
brother-in-law, Betty & John
Tindell.
Secondly, there will
be a soup and salad meal
after the entertainment.
Crock pots of various soups
will be provided by volunteers. A salad, dessert and
beverage will be provided by the JOY Team. If you
can help provide a crock pot of soup for this event, it
would be greatly appreciated. There are sign-up
sheets in the Narthex, Oxford Hall and church office.
So, make your plans to attend this fun event!
In order to know how many to plan for, the Team is
asking that you RSVP to the church office by noon on
Monday, October 3 (absolute deadline)

Fort Hill to Celebrate the
History of Music in the Church
On October 30 we, will have a “Music Sunday” during which we’ll celebrate music throughout
the history of the church,
as we sing and play many
of the spoken elements of
worship as musical selections. Each of our ensembles will contribute to this
service, as well as several
guest musicians and community members. We hope
you’ll be able to attend as we commemorate the
great history of the Christian Church and the future
work that God is calling us to.
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I have received a few questions about the recent launch of the Global Methodist Church and its impact
on The United Methodist Church. I offer the following reflections in response to these questions.
Q. What is The United Methodist Church?
A. The United Methodist Church (UMC) is a global denomination that is the
result of a merger of The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United
Brethren Church in 1968. As a global denomination of over 12.7 million
members with congregations in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the United States,
its structure and ministry emphases are guided by The Book of Discipline
which is updated quadrennially by elected members to General Conference.
Q. What is the Global Methodist Church?
A. The Global Methodist Church (GMC) is a splinter group of congregations
and individuals that are separating from The United Methodist Church. Primarily the result of efforts by a coalition known as The Wesleyan Covenant Association, the GMC has
developed a Transitional Book of Doctrines and Disciplines that will guide its structure and emphases
as a denomination. Launched on May 1, 2022 the GMC is scheduled to convene as a denomination 12
to 18 months after its launch date.
Q. Does the launch of the GMC mean that the UMC will cease to exist?
A. No. The UMC will continue to have a global emphasis in its ministry and mission.
Q. Does the launch of the GMC mean that congregations in the UMC are required to vote on whether or
not they wish to remain with the UMC or become part of the GMC?
A. No. While some congregations may choose to vote on whether to leave the UMC and affiliate with
the GMC, there is no requirement that a congregation vote to remain with the UMC. At its May, 2022
meeting, the Fort Hill Church Council affirmed that Fort Hill shall remain a congregation of the UMC unless there is a stated desire by a majority of the Fort Hill congregation to consider otherwise.
Q. What do I think are the primary differences between the UMC and GMC?
A. In my opinion, primary differences are how:
► The “doctrinal standards” of the Christian faith as contained in The Book of Discipline are applied.
I believe the purpose of the Christian faith is to live in right relationship with God and with the
world through Jesus as witnessed in John 3:16-17: “For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.” I believe the purpose of “orthodox Christianity” or “right beliefs” of
Christian faith is to include at table people with whom we may disagree about the essentials of
Christian faith. It seems the purpose of “orthodox Christianity” or “right beliefs” in the GMC is to
include at table only people who agree with the GMC’s interpretation of orthodox Christian faith
and practice. This observation is based on the authority granted to the governing authority of
the GMC by the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Disciplines independently to remove congregations and clergy who are not compliant with the GMC teaching of doctrine and ministry.
► The UMC includes moderates, progressives, and traditionalists who have differing opinions about
how the UMC can best fulfill the established mission “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.” The GMC primarily includes traditionalists who adhere to a conservative orthodox opinion about how the GMC can best fulfill its established mission “to make
disciples of Jesus Christ who worship passionately, love extravagantly, and witness boldly.”
► Both the current Book of Discipline (UMC) and the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Disciplines
(GMC) contain restrictive language related to the ordination of “self-avowed practicing homosexuals,” prohibition of clergy to perform same sex weddings, and use of United Methodist property
for same sex weddings. While this language is likely to remain the same, or become more restrictive and punitive in the GMC, it is likely that the current language will become less restrictive
in the UMC if traditionalists from Asia, Africa, Europe and the United States leave the UMC to
join the GMC.
(continued on page 3)
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► Differences between the UMC and the GMC will continue to be determined in the time leading
up to the 2024 General Conference. A September 8, 2022 statement from the Africa College of
Bishops condemns the Wesleyan Covenant Association for its efforts “to destroy our United
Methodist Church” and the “Africa Initiative” (an advocacy group that was formed to discern the
future of The United Methodist Church in Africa) that has promoted the GMC. This statement
affirms the African Bishops will “dissociate from any activities of the Africa Initiative and will not
allow any activities of the Africa Initiative in our areas. We will not allow or entertain any activities of the Wesleyan Covenant Association who are wrongly influencing God’s people in our
areas. We will not tolerate anyone giving false information about The United Methodist Church
in our areas.”
► The current practice of bishops appointing clergy to congregations will remain in both the UMC
and GMC with consultation between Staff Parish Relation Committees, district superintendents,
and bishop.
Q. Do I think Fort Hill should remain a congregation of the UMC?
A. I believe Fort Hill should continue to be a congregation of The United Methodist Church. The reasons
for this belief are:
► As a congregation of the UMC, Fort Hill is connected to a global ministry and mission in 130
countries.
► The UMC provides greater possibilities for Jesus’ practice of being at table with people who are
excluded from table.
► The appointment process that is currently in effect in the UMC provides the best possibilities for
consultation by the Staff Parish Relations Committee, district superintendent, and bishop, in
the appointment of a pastor.
Closing Reflection
When Beverly and I met with Fort Hill’s Staff Parish Relations Committee prior to my appointment
as pastor in 2019, part of the conversation was about the current and diverse opinions in The United Methodist Church. As part of this conversation, I shared my belief that local congregations provide the greatest possibility for Christian disciples to be the presence of Christ to each other in dealing with matters of great importance. I also shared my hope that the apostle Paul’s vision of the Church in Philippians 2:1-4 will be the
vision of Fort Hill as we are guided by one of the oldest hymns of the Christian faith, the kenosis or selfemptying hymn, found in Philippians 2:5-11.
Philippians 2:1-11
2 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender
affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the
point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name
that is above every other name, 10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.
Some Closing Questions
During 46 years of ministry, I have found the following questions to be helpful for times of deep discussion and reflection.
How is the same mind that was in Christ Jesus guiding me in this conversation?
How is God being glorified in this conversation?
Am I trying to get someone to listen to what I have to say or am I trying to hear what the
other person is saying?
Am I listening in judgment or I am listening in grace?
How am I seeing Christ through the person with whom I am speaking?
(continued on page 4)
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What will be the desired outcome if the person with whom I am speaking and I cannot agree?
What will be the desired outcome if the person with whom I am speaking and I agree?
Am I speaking and listening through preconceived judgements or am I willing to listen with fresh ears?
How is Christ calling us to move forward through this conversation?
In closing, let me state how blessed I am to be the pastor of Fort Hill. This congregation has strengthened my faith as I have confessed with you that Jesus Christ is Lord. If you would like to talk about any of
these matters, please contact me. I look forward to God being glorified in our conversation as sisters and
brothers in Christ.
-In Christ’s Service, Marc

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or
recovering at home. Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin. Our current prayer
concerns are as follows:
Runk & Pratt (Forest)
Heritage Green
Others who need our prayers:
Jean Poindexter
Doris Conner
Elizabeth Adams
Bryan & Lisa Garra
Susan Akers
Farrar Marsh
Bentley Commons
Frank Coleman
Mary Murphy
Charlie Loving
Warner Burford
Becky Spangler
Frances White
Fred & Dodie Fauber
Kendra Toney
Meriel Wiley

Bits and Pieces
From Our Librarian . . .
Doubting: Growing Through the Uncertainties of Faith
Alister McGrath, InterVarsity Press 2006
“Doubt is something that is experienced by all
Christians, young and mature.” How do you handle
doubt? Whenever we begin to doubt, we take our
minds off God and begin to focus attention on ourselves. Our doubts and anxieties stop
us from trusting in God. “A preoccupation with doubt is just as pointless as a
preoccupation with death: it doesn’t
change the situation, and it distracts our
attention from the opportunities that the
life of faith has to offer.” Instead of looking inward at our doubts, why not look
outward to what God has to offer. Remember, God
always keeps his promises. He has kept his promises in the past, and he keeps them now and in the future. He promises to love us, accept us, and forgive
us. “Learn to trust in him, to commit the unknown future to the known care of the Lord.”

Happiness Multiplied For FREE
Each time we share a smile and a kind word,
whether in person, by phone or in writing, it greatly improves the day of at least 2 people, usually more than
that! The "Share A Smile" basket in our Welcome Center is filled with beautiful & unusual greeting cards, donated by our church members. Please take advantage
of their generosity & "Make Someone's Day". The
cards & accessories are all FREE!

October Communion Offering
to Benefit Hunters for the Hungry
This month, one half of the Communion offering
will go to Hunters for the Hungry and the other half
will go to Interfaith Outreach Association, to assist
those who need help with rent, utilities, food, etc.
Hunters for the Hungry operates by solicitation
of successful hunters to donate venison. The deer
are accepted by professional meat cutters who process (cut, wrap, and freeze) the venison. The meat
is provided at no cost
and is distributed by
food banks and other
501 (C) (3) nonprofit
organizations
feeding
Virginia's needy. They
are not supported by
any state funds or any
United Way Agency.
Funds are raised to cover the cost of processing,
distribution, and the overhead expenses of operation (less than 20% of total expenses). Financial
support is currently the limiting factor.
Your generous donation on Communion Sunday
will help these hunters feed the hungry, as well as
help those who go to Interfaith Outreach looking for
assistance.

Due to limited space, Amos’ article cannot
be printed this month. Look for his “updates” in the
November newsletter. Sorry. Amos!
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10/1 Dodie Fauber
10/10 Michael Wilkes
10/15 Spencer Bourguignon 10/22 Janet Basham
10/23 Erika Lowe
10/1 Mary Murphy
10/10 Jesse Nunnally
10/16 Melvin Drumheller
10/24 Leah Wheelous
10/2 Amy Grant
10/11 Dana Stowman
10/16 Elbert Minnick, III
10/25 Kim Beuerle
10/2 Joseph Saville
10/11 Sue Wright
10/16 Tember Ferguson
10/25 Crystal Wheelous
10/5 Mike Thompson
10/11 Ben Nunnally
10/17 Lori Roark
10/28 Marlene Seale
10/5 Tim Beuerle
10/11 Michael Morgan, II 10/17 Emery Conner
10/29 Mike Robertson
10/5 Rod Ruhland
10/12 Ryan Bingham
10/18 Joan Watson
10/29 Taylor Saville
10/7 Karen Detwiler
10/12 Jocelyn Zelaya
10/19 Rick Poindexter
10/31 Charley Jones
10/8 Mary Ann Robertson 10/12 Charlotte Huffer
10/20 Anna Alvis
10/31 Campbell Spence
10/9 Andy Cooke
10/13 Eddie Englund
10/21 Andy Poindexter
10/10 Chris Marsh
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our
data base. Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information.

October Anniversaries
10/1 Richard & Janet Hawkins

34 years

10/10 Josh & Michele Chamot

2 years

10/4 Scott & Carol Dee Robertson

36 years

10/18 David & Sally Faidley

8 years

10/6 Grant & Heather Seale

10 years

10/21 Chris & Jennifer Marsh

27 years

10/8 Jerry & Bev Conner

39 years

10/22 Kevin & Robin Wrabley

34 years

10/10 Mark & Stacey Lowe

41 years

10/26 Rod & Leigh Ruhland

31 years

10/27 Glenn & Kelly Hann

10 years

Miscellaneous
Dear Fort Hill Family, Thank you for the Daily Devotional book given to me for my high
school graduation. I also wanted to thank you for the generous McPherson Scholarship. Both
are greatly appreciated.
-Sincerely, Ryan Marsh
THANK YOU to all who contributed school supplies, clothing, and money to purchase supplies
for the students of Perrymont. We prayed over and blessed the items during our Church Service on Sunday,
September 11th. The staff of Perrymont was very appreciative of all the supplies and clothing.
During October, we are collecting bags of individual wrapped candy. We will be making 85 gift
bags to “treat” the staff. If you are able to contribute, please place the candy in the container marked Perrymont, in the Welcome Center. Thank you for helping to make the staff feel special.

Perrymont is “open” for volunteers to serve this year. If you are willing to make copies, cut out items,
read to a child/classroom, be a lunch buddy, or serve in another way, Perrymont would appreciate your service. Each regular in-school volunteer must complete a volunteer application, which is found at the Lynchburg City School’s website (lcsedu.net). Under Community, select Volunteer. You will fill out the application
online. If you need help completing it, please let me know. You will need to present your driver’s license upon entering the building every time you enter and wear a volunteer badge.
Please continue to pray for the Staff and Students as they try to make this a “normal” school year.
-Kim Beuerle, Church/Perrymont Contact Person
We extend our sympathy to
Jennifer Marsh and family upon the
death of her father, Charles
D.
Richeson of Madison Heights, on
September 10.

Congratulations to Nick Fisher
and Meghan Jilg upon their marriage on
August 18, 2022, at the Sandals South
Coast Resort at Westmoreland, Jamaica. Nick is the son of Ron and Linda
Fisher. The couple now resides at 3613
Criollo Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23453
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October 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

In-Person Worship Each Sunday
@ 10:30 a.m.
Java Stop 8:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Staffed Nursery Available
9:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

2

Holy
Communion

9

3

4

12:30 JOY Team

10

5

Sat

6

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

2:00 Martha
Circle
7:00 Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

11

12

7:00 Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

18

19

7:00 Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

25

26

7:00 Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Celebration
Ringers

7:00 Genesis
Circle

11:00 Finance
Committee
4-6 Celebrate
Fall Event

16

17

23

24

UMW Candle
Burning

2:30 Church
Council

30

Music
Sunday

31
1:00 JOY Team
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Miscellaneous
UWIF Circle Meeting Dates

(United Methodist Women)
Martha - Wednesday, October 5, 2:00
p.m. in the Conference Room
Genesis - Thursday, October 6, 7:00
p.m. in Oxford Hall
All women of the church are invited to visit one
of the above listed circles and learn about the exciting
mission opportunities that are available! There is no
obligation to join.

UMW Reading Program Underway
Did you know anyone can participate in the
Reading Program? You do not have to be a member of
UMW. Many of the participating books are located in
our Church Library in the bookcase to the right as you
enter the Library, or at your local library.
For 2022-2023, participants can read books
from the 2015 through the 2022 reading lists. A list of
books/movies/podcasts that count towards the program
and information about the reading program can be
found at the following website:
United Women in Faith (uwfaith.org) / Resources/
Reading Program
For October we will be reading and discussing,
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. It is a highly
emotional and moving fictional story, inspired by true
events. Through the telling of this story, Wingate sheds
light on the despicable real life actions of Georgia
Tann, a woman that ran a black market child trafficking
ring masked as a legitimate adoption agency for decades in Tennessee. We will be meeting at Little Dickens/Givens Books on Wednesday, the 26th at noon.
The following is a list of books the Fort Hill
UMW have selected for study this year:
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

Faith and Struggle on Smokey Mountain
By Benigno Beltran
Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
Dinner by Candlelight (Advent)
By Kevin Louise Schaner
The Leavers (a novel)
By Lisa Ko
No Justice: One White Police Officer, One Black
Family, and How One Bullet Ripped Us Apart
By Robbie Tolan & Lawrence Ross
My Little Golden Book About Ruth Bader Ginsburg
By Shana Corey
One Dress, One Year: One Girl’s Stand Against
Human Trafficking
By Bethan Wiriz
They Call Me Guero
By David Bowles
January First: A Child’s Descent into Madness
and Her Father’s Struggle to Save Her
By Michael Schofield
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is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308
Phone: 434-847-1251
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Times of Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon
Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor
marcbrown@forthillumc.com
Brown5129@verizon.net
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins, Minister of Visitation
tuned2joy02@gmail.com
Jacob Dishman, Director of Music & Communications
jacob.dishman@gmail.com
Timothy G. Chappell
Audio Visual Technician
larkinwolf@yahoo.com
Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant
secretary@forthillumc.com
Crystal Womack, Nursery Attendant
Crystal.womack72@yahoo.com
Rev. Denise Bates, District Superintendent
Phone: 434-832-0401

The Rev. Sharma Lewis, Bishop, Richmond, VA
Phone: 1-800-768-6040
“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture
God’s people so they can
CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.”
-Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement

THE BOX SCORE

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the
house of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1
Average worship attendance in 2021 - 123
Average worship attendance as of Sept. 18, 2022 - 111
NOTE: This attendance is for in-person & online
Worship beginning January 1, 2022
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me
to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open
the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10
BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry!
Budget for 2022 as approved by the Church
Council is: $407,499
We need an average of $7,836.52 per week to meet
this budget.
As of 38 weeks, our weekly receipts
have averaged $7,332.45
Thank you for your support of the mission
and ministry of your church!

Fort Hill United Methodist Church
106 Oakridge Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Address Service Requested
Phone: 434-847-1251
Fax:
434-847-2536

www.forthillumc.com

Rev. Marc D. Brown
Pastor
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Visitation
Jacob Dishman
Director of Music & Communications
Worship Time:
9:00 a.m. Online Worship
10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

Next newsletter deadline
is OCTOBER 15TH!
Please submit SHORT
articles by this date.
Thank you!

UMW Candle Burning Service Will Be Held in October
If you would like to honor or remember a loved one at our October 23 worship service, consider a gift to UMW missions through our candle burning tradition. A gift of any amount can be
given, and the honorees will be listed in a bulletin insert. The candle is burned at the rate of 60
cents per second to represent UMW mission work around the world on behalf of women, children,
and youth. Please turn in your donation by October 11, along with the completed form below.
Checks should be made out to Fort Hill United Methodist Women. Gifts can be turned in to Kim
Beuerle or to the church office in an envelope clearly labeled for UMW. Thank you!

UMW Candle Burning Service on October 23
Your name_________________________________
My gift is in honor of______________________________________

My gift is in memory of____________________________________

