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          All Saints Day to be Observed On Sunday, November 6 
 

     On Sunday, November 6, we will take time in the worship service to remember those of 
our fellowship who have died since last year at this time. 
 

     All Saints Day commemorates all Christian people, of every time and place, and has 
been celebrated, in Christian churches, for many years.  It is one way of honoring the gifts 
and graces of faithful Christians, and to celebrate the power of God to raise up new saints 

in our midst.  We will give thanks for those loved ones and for all the saints who have preceded us in death.  
A candle will be lit and a bell tolled as each name is called. 
 

     Come join the congregation in remembering those of our membership who are no longer among us. 

About Fort Hill’s Stewardship . . . . . 
 

 There is no structured financial commitment 
campaign for the year 2023 for Fort Hill.  Persons 
who wish to indicate their level of financial commit-
ment are invited to contact the 
Financial Secretary, Jeanette 
Seale, in the church office to 
receive an estimate of support 
card.  Thank you to all Fort Hill 
members and friends who 
faithfully, and generously, 
share God’s love through their 
tithes and offerings in support 
of the mission and ministries of this congregation.    

Calling All Christmas Elves! 
 

Help us decorate the church for the  
Advent Season! 

We will be meeting on November 20, 
in the Welcome Center after the 

church service, to decorate.  

Advent Begins on 
November 27! 

See page 5 
For some fun and meaningful  

family activities to do during the 
Advent Season

Special Thanksgiving & Christmas Offerings to be Received 
 

          Each year, the church receives a special Thanksgiving and Christmas offering, which, in years past, 
has been used to help in any area where there is a shortfall of cash flow, and last year was designated to be 
divided equally between Food for Families and our new sound system. 
 

 This year, the Finance Committee has decided that these special offerings should be divided between 
Food for Families and Interfaith Outreach Association, to help those who need food for the holidays or finan-
cial assistance for rent, utilities, etc. The Committee feels that meals and housing are very important items in 
our community, and that this would be one way of helping individuals and families receive nutritious food for 
the holidays as well as provide a warm and safe place to gather for the holidays. 
 

          The Finance Committee hopes you will want to participate in helping our community in this way. As al-
ways, your gifts are very much appreciated!                                                 
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns 
 

 We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or  
recovering at home.  Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin.  Our current prayer  
concerns are as follows: 
 

Runk & Pratt (Forest)                 Heritage Green                   Others who need our prayers:  
     Jean Poindexter                              Doris Conner       Elizabeth Adams              Farrar Marsh 
       Susan Akers               Mary Murphy                               
                         Bentley Commons           Frank Coleman                   Brittany Roark                
                             Charlie Loving                  Warner Burford                   Becky Spangler 
                             Frances White                    Fred & Dodie Fauber   Kendra Toney 
                                            Bryan & Lisa Garra   Meriel Wiley 

 I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of all God’s wonderful  deeds.  I will be glad 
and exult in God.  I will sing praise to your name, O Most High  (Psalm 9:1-2).  

  
As Thanksgiving draws near, I join the psalmist in giving thanks to the Lord with my whole 

heart.  Blessed far more than I deserve, I am grateful for the grace of God in 
my life.  Many of the psalms are acts of thanksgiving to God, an acknowl-
edgement of God’s goodness that is experienced in the present and that will 
endure forever.  Some examples of thanksgiving psalms include: 
 
Praise the Lord.  Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; the Lord’s love 
endures forever (Psalm 106:1). 
 
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with praise.  Give 
thanks to God, bless God’s name.  For the Lord is good; the Lord’s steadfast 

love endures forever and God’s faithfulness to all generations (Psalm 100:4-5). 
 
Written in the Hebrew language, all 150 of the psalms that form the Book of Psalms are intended to 

serve as acts of confession of God’s presence, even in the most challenging of times.  The Hebrew term for 
gratitude is hakarat ha’tov which means “recognizing the good.”  Avital Snow writes that “as we begin to 
‘recognize the good’ even in small ways, it will undoubtedly lead us to noticing the good in other areas of our 
lives.  Gratitude affirms.  It has a way of multiplying.  As we profess gratitude, the more reasons we will find to 
be thankful.  Even, and especially in the midst of difficult circumstances, gratitude has a way of uplifting the 
soul.”  (Fellowship of Israel Related Ministries). 

 
As you encounter the challenges and blessings of your life, how are you giving thanks to the Lord with 

your whole heart?  How is gratitude to God uplifting your soul? 
 
(Beverly and I extend our appreciation to the Fort Hill church family for the gift of appreciation in ob-

servance of Pastor Appreciation Month in the month of October.  We give thanks to the Lord for blessing our 
lives as part of this congregation).       -Marc   

New Upper Rooms 
Are Now Available 

 

 Copies of 
the November/
December Upper 
Room, are now 
available in the 
Narthex, office 
hallway, and 
the church office.  
Be sure to pick  up your copy 
soon! 

November Communion Offering to Benefit  
Interfaith Outreach 

 

 Each month, half of our communion offering helps 
us reach out to the needy in our community.  This month, 
our offering will be given to Interfaith Outreach Association, 
as we join a coalition of over 50 area congregations. We 
have banded together to participate in God’s mission, 
through an interfaith effort, to help improve the quality of life 
for our neighbors, through education, guidance and sup-
port. The goal of IOA is to provide a helping hand to individ-

uals and families, who are in a crisis situation.  
 

 The other half of the communion offering will go into our Local Relief 
Fund. Thank you for your generous gifts on Communion Sunday. 

 
 



Bits and Pieces 
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From Our Librarian . . .  
 

Defying Gravity: Break Free from the Culture of More  
Tom Berlin, Abingdon Press, 2016 

  
 How much hold does money or things have on 

your life?  We all have basic needs to 
survive, but occasionally our wants 
take over – a bigger TV, a bigger 
home, more “things.”  One of my fami-
ly members asked me what I wanted 

for Christmas and was surprised when 
I said “I don’t want anything, but what 
I need is…”   In his book, Tom Berlin 

discusses the hold that our culture has over us, as it 
pulls us toward materialism – the acquisition of things.   
We might think we are unable to escape this pull, and 
we might forget our responsibilities to each other, but 
there is a way out.   Generosity toward others includes 
some sacrifice on our part.  “It doesn’t take lots of 
money.  It does take time.  It takes sacrifice.  It takes a 
shift in our view of the world.  We must learn to see 
our lives as belonging to God and trust that God will 
direct our lives in a generous way that will bring you 
joy and significance.”  Remember, God provides our 
needs every day and will never abandon us.  Be gen-
erous in your giving to the church and to others to glo-
rify God.  

A Word From Amos . . .  
 

 Hi, my Fort Hill family! This is Amos, your lit-
tle church mouse, reporting in again! I know my re-
port for last month was not included in the newsletter 
due to space, so here is what I wanted to report to 
you:  
 

 It sure has been busy around 
the church buildings lately! Here is 
what I have observed in the past 
month: 
 ♦ The new sound system is 
still being “tweaked” a little, but 
things sure sound better! 
 ♦ There is new LED lighting in 
the Narthex and Sanctuary! Every-
thing is so much brighter, and I can see your smiling 
faces better. But please don’t be alarmed if you can 
now see me peeking around a pew or doorway. I’m 
harmless - just observing! 
 ♦ The Welcome Center is now back to look-
ing good after water damage earlier this year. The 
walls have been repainted and all the furniture is 
back in place.  
 

 The Trustees have worked hard on getting all 
these repairs and upgrades installed, so be sure to 
thank them for their dedication and hard work. 
 

 Well, that’s my report for this month! Happy 
Thanksgiving to all! Until the next time, I am your 
faithful reporter,                       -Amos 

Fort Hill Continues to Help Perrymont 
 

 THANK YOU to all who contributed individual 
wrapped candy.  Gift bags to “treat” the staff were 
made and delivered to the staff on Halloween.  
 

 American Education Week - we will be hon-
oring the Staff in November with an assortment of 
goodies.   
 

 Perrymont’s Fruit and Vegetable program - 
If you have an hour on Wednesday and/or Friday to 
sort fruit or vegetables into teacher baskets, please let 
me know.   
 

 Box Tops for Education – earning cash for 
Perrymont Elementary with Box Tops is easy.  Just 
scan your grocery receipts with the Box Tops app.  Go 
to your profile and click on Manage Schools to search 
for Perrymont under a local school in need.  If you 
don’t have or want to use the app, please leave your 
grocery receipts in the Perrymont box, and I will scan 
them for you. 
 

 Please continue to pray for the Staff and Stu-
dents. 
 

Kim Beuerle 
(434)237-4598 
Perrymont/Church Contact Person 

What About Sunday School? 
 

 If you are not a member of a Sunday 
School class,  you are missing out on a lot! Not 
only do the 3 adult classes enjoy learning in a 

small group, but they also enjoy 
fellowship and the feeling of be-
longing. To quote a member from 
one of the classes, “I actually 
learn more about the scriptures in 
Sunday School than I do from just 
going to a worship service, be-
cause in the class setting, there is 
discussion and a more in depth 
explanation of the scripture mean-
ing.” 

 

 Come try out a Sunday School class! Each 
class meets from 9.15 to 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 
and has a variety of teachers and lesson topics. 
The Discovery Class and Fellowship Class meet 
on the 3rd floor, and the Forrest Oglesby Class 
meets in the Chapel on the 1st floor. 
 

 You are promised a very warm welcome! 



11/1  Virginia Watson 
11/1  Gabriel Zelaya 
11/2  Bryan Fielding 
11/3  Frances Wilkinson 
11/3  David Robertson 
11/4  Erik Drinkard 
11/5  Jennifer Jenks 
11/6  Esther Markert 
 

11/13  Amanda Wood 
11/14  Norma Smith 
11/15  Kendra Toney 
11/15  Allyson Miller 
11/16  Mindy Zelaya 
11/16  Christian Zelaya 
11/17  Betty Burford 
11/23  Cara Hannell 

11/23  Kathryn Toney 
11/24  Marye Almond 
11/24  Faye Meek 
11/26  Mike Hill 
11/26  Matthew Lee 
11/26  Dana Bosiger 
11/28  Derrick Duncan 
11/28  Kenny Tolley 
11/30  Cathy Armes 

  If  your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our 
data base. Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information. 
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      Miscellaneous  

11/6  Judith Merryman 
11/6   Nick Fisher 
11/7   Mark Lowe 
11/7   Mike Ledin 
11/8   Greg Meese 
11/12  Deborah White 
11/13  Ed Whorton 
11/13  Grace Thompson 

      November Anniversaries  
11/5   Mike & Lydia Ledin  34 years 11/22  Kevin & Crystal Wheelous         18 years 

11/10 Charles & Earlean Loving 75 years 11/25  Tracy & Tammy Roark  33 years 

11/16  Chris & Danna Loud  32 years 11/29  John & Mary Siegle  54 years 

 We extend our 
sympathy to Tommy 
Carter and family upon the 
death of his wife, Cathy 
Carter, on September 27; 
and to Neal & Brad Cassidy 

upon the death of their father, Jack 
Cassidy, on October 7. 

               Poinsettia Orders Now Being Accepted 
 

     Once again, we are accepting orders for poinsettias for the Advent/Christmas season. If 
you give a plant, please plan for it to remain in place through Christmas Eve.   We will 
not be delivering leftover plants to shut-ins, as we do not have the personnel to do 
this, so please make arrangements to have your poinsettia(s) picked up after the Christmas 
Eve Service. Deadline for ordering is December 4th! The cost is $25 each. 

Poinsettia Order 
$25.00 each - Make check payable to Fort Hill UMC and enclose with order 

Order deadline is December 4, 2022 
 

In memory of:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

□ I would rather give a gift for the Capital Improvement Fund in the amount of $_______________________ 
□ I will pick up after services  
 
Name_____________________________________________ Phone____________________________ 
 
Email__________________________________________________ 

 A special thanks to Frances Wilkinson and Hu-
guette Hawks for the beautiful sweaters knitted for the 
“Lamb’s Wool Project.” Frances made 50 sweaters and 
Huguette made 6. These sweaters go into shoe boxes 
for needy children as part of Franklin Graham’s 

“Operation Christmas Child.”   
 

 Congratulations to Brittany Mistretta upon being selected 
as “Teacher of the Year” at Huddleston Elementary School. She is 
the daughter of Jerry & Bev Conner and granddaughter of John & 
Mary Ann Carter. 



Gratitude Advent Calendar 
 

This is a Season to be Beautifully Grateful.  Do an Act of Kindness each day of Advent and be grateful for the 
ability to perform that kindness. 
 

December 1     Write a thank you note to someone special 
December 2     Give flowers to someone you love 
December 3        Leave a post-it-note on a mirror that says “You are Beautiful” or any other positive thought 
December 4     Pay for the person’s coffee behind you in the café/drive thru line. 
December 5     Cook a dinner for the one(s) you love or someone in need 
December 6     Volunteer your time or make a donation to those less fortunate 
December 7     List 5 things that you are GRATEFUL for today  
December 8     Open a door for someone today 
December 9       Smiles are contagious; spread yours around, even with mask, someone can see the twinkle 

in your eye 
December 10 Write yourself a love letter – about all the things you love and are thankful for about YOU. 
December 11 Place flowers on the doorstep of a neighbor anonymously 
December 12 Let 5 people know how thankful you are that they are in your life. 
December 13 Compliment a stranger 
December 14 Compliment yourself 
December 15 Have some ME Time – doing what you love 
December 16 Plant something to say THANK YOU  to the earth 
December 17 Donate clothing to a charity 
December 18 Forgive those who have hurt you and send them Love 
December 19 Show thanks to your body by moving that body in any form 
December 20 Give someone a big hug - virtually 
December 21 Reach out to someone you haven’t connected to in a while 
December 22 LET GO – release all the negativity that is holding you back with ease and grace 
December 23 Notice and be thankful for all the goodness around the world 
December 24 Celebrate life’s joys and beauty with friends and family 
DECEMBER 25 Merry Christmas 

Advent Activities 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Nov.27 
Peanut Butter 

28 Instant 
         Coffee 

29 Instant 
      Creamer 

30  Peanut              
             Butter 

 Dec. 1  
Stuffing  Mix    

2 Boxed  
      potatoes 

3 Macaroni       
     and cheese 

4  Canned  
          Fruit 

5 Canned                                
      tomatoes 

6 Canned                   
         tuna 

7  Dessert                    
          mix 

8 Jar of                          
      applesauce 

9Canned 
sweet potatoes 

10 Cran-
berry sauce 

11 Canned  
           beans               

12 Box of   
        crackers 

13 Package    
            of rice 

14 Package  
       of  oatmeal 

15 Package  
          of pasta 

16 Spaghetti     
            sauce 

17 Chicken  
       noodle soup 

18 Tomato 
             soup 

19 Can of 
            corn 

20 Can 
mixed veggies 

21 Canned                            
           carrots 

22  Can   
     green beans 

23 Box of  
         cereal 

24 Can of 
         chili 

25 26 27 28 29Each day 
add an item to 
a box 

30Donate the 
box of food to a 
Food Bank 

31Or give to 
our Blessing 
Box 

ADVENT CALENDAR  Nov./Dec. 2022 
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November, 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Choir  
         Rehearsal 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Celebration  
         Ringers 

3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Genesis 
         Circle 

4 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
  All Saints  
    Sunday 
 
       Holy  
Communion 

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Choir  
         rehearsal 

9 
2:00 Martha  
        Circle 
3:15  
Endowment 
Committee 
 
7:00 Celebration  
         Ringers 

10 
 
 

 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 
11:00 UMW 
Mission Team 

 
7:00 Choir  
         rehearsal 

16 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Celebration  
         Ringers 

17 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Decorate for  
      Advent 

21 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Choir  
         rehearsal 

23 
              

24 
 

25 26 
 
 

27 
First Sunday 

Of Advent 
 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 
 
 
7:00 Choir  
         rehearsal 

30 
 
10 - 4 FHUMC 
prepares meal 
for Park View 

 
7:00 Celebration  
         Ringers 

 

    Church Office Closed 

In-Person Worship Each Sunday  
@ 10:30 a.m. 

Java Stop 8:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 

Staffed Nursery Available 
9:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

 



THE BOX SCORE 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the Lord!’”  Psalm 122:1 

 

Average worship attendance in 2021  - 123 
Average worship attendance as of Oct. 23 2022 - 113 

NOTE:  This attendance is for in-person & online  
Worship beginning January 1, 2022 

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me 
to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open 
the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an  

overflowing blessing.”   Malachi 3:10 
 

BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT 
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry! 

      Budget for 2022 as approved by the Church  
                             Council is: $407,499 
 

We need an average of $7,836.52 per week to meet  
this budget.  

 

As of 43 weeks, our weekly receipts  
have averaged $7,244.88 

Thank you for your support of the mission  
and ministry of your church! 

From the Hill  
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,  
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308 

Phone:  434-847-1251           Fax:  434-847-2536 
 

Times of Worship 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor 
marcbrown@forthillumc.com 

Brown5129@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins, Minister of Visitation 
tuned2joy02@gmail.com 

 

Jacob Dishman, Director of Music & Communications 
      jacob.dishman@gmail.com  

 

Timothy G. Chappell 
Audio Visual Technician 
larkinwolf@yahoo.com 

 

Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant 
secretary@forthillumc.com 

 
Crystal Womack, Nursery Attendant 

Crystal.womack72@yahoo.com 
 

Rev. Denise Bates, District Superintendent 
Phone:  434-832-0401 

 

The Rev. Sharma Lewis,  Bishop,  Richmond, VA 
Phone:  1-800-768-6040 

 

“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture 
God’s people so they can 

CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.” 
           -Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement 

      Miscellaneous  
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UWIF Circle Meeting Dates                           
(United Methodist Women) 

 

Martha - Wednesday, November 9, 
2:00 p.m. in the Conference Room 
 

Genesis - Thursday, November 3, 7:00 
p.m. in Oxford Hall 
 

  Reminder: Please bring  your Thanks Bank 
offering to your November meeting. All women of 
the church are invited to visit one of the above listed 
circles and learn about the exciting mission opportuni-
ties that are available! There is no obligation to join. 

UMW Reading Program Underway 
 

 Did you know anyone can participate in the 
Reading Program?  You do not have to be a member of 
UMW.  Many of the participating books are located in 
our Church Library in the bookcase to the right as you 
enter the Library, or at your local library.   
 

 For 2022-2023, participants can read books 
from the 2015 through the 2022 reading lists.  A list of 
books/movies/podcasts that count towards the program 
and information about the reading program can be 
found at the following website: 
United Women in Faith (uwfaith.org) / Resources/ 
Reading Program 
 

 For November, we will be reading and discuss-
ing, Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shelterly.  Copies of 
the book are available in the church or local li-
brary.  Watching the movie will also count towards the 
program.   A the present time, we will be meeting at the 
church on November 23 at 12:00 noon. Please bring a 
lunch with you to enjoy as we discuss this book. 
 

 The following is a list of books the Fort Hill 
UMW have selected for study this year: 
 
October  Faith and Struggle on Smokey Mountain 
     By Benigno Beltran 
November Hidden Figures     by Margot Lee Shetterly 
 
December Dinner by Candlelight (Advent) 
          By Kevin Louise Schaner 
January  The Leavers (a novel)          By Lisa Ko 
 
February No Justice:  One White Police Officer, One Black 
        Family, and How One Bullet Ripped Us Apart 
          By Robbie Tolan & Lawrence Ross 
March              My Little Golden Book About Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
                                  By Shana Corey 
April  One Dress, One Year: One Girl’s Stand Against 
        Human Trafficking          By Bethan Wiriz 
May  They Call Me Guero 
       By David Bowles 
June  January First: A Child’s Descent into Madness 
  and Her Father’s Struggle to Save Her 
       By Michael Schofield 



Fort Hill United Methodist Church 
106 Oakridge Blvd. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 

 

Address Service Requested 
 

 
Phone: 434-847-1251 
Fax: 434-847-2536  
 
www.forthillumc.com 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown 
Pastor 

 
Rev. Janet D. Hawkins
Minister of Visitation 

 
Jacob Dishman 

Director of Music & Communications 
 
 

Worship Time: 
9:00 a.m. Online Worship 

10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

Next newsletter deadline 
is  NOVEMBER 15TH!  
Please submit SHORT 
articles by this date.  

Thank you! 

Outreach Team Preparing to Help Handicapped! 
Can you help? 

 

 Fort Hill’s Outreach Team is preparing to help the handicapped in our community by maintaining a 
“supply room” with handicap equipment that can be given out as needed.  You can help make this possible by 
donating any equipment that you are not using. Here is what is needed: 
 • Walkers 
 • Canes, crutches 
 • Wheelchairs 
 • Hospital beds 
 • Bedside commodes 
 • Any other equipment that you think might help a handicapped person 
 
 If you have a donation, please call the church office (434-847-1251) to 
arrange for a pick-up. Thank you for helping Fort Hill help others! 

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 

At 2:00 a.m. on  
Sunday, 

November 6 
FALL BACK! 

 

DON’T BE EARLY 
FOR CHURCH! 


