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Fort Hill is Having a Jingle & Mingle! 
Don’t know what that means?  Read on . . . .  

 

 The JOY team is throwing a Christmas Jingle & Mingle again this year, 
and they want YOU to come and share in the Christmas Spirit with the 
church!  Mark Sunday,  December 18, on your calendar as the day to arrive in 
your most festive Christmas attire and enjoy a delicious breakfast in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00 a.m. (No Sunday School or Java Stop that morning.) 
 

 Breakfast foods will be provided by YOU! If you can, bring your favorite 
breakfast casserole, pastries, fruit, cheeses or juice to share. Beverages will be 
provided. 
 

 This is a JOYFUL giving event, and we want to share the Christmas joy to all in our community. To do 
this, we are asking that each person bring at least two non-perishable items for our Blessing Box. Foods 
that are needed are canned meats, vegetables, fruits, cereals of all kinds, boxed milk, instant coffee and 
creamers,  juices, snack foods, sauces and noodles, complete boxed meals, etc. (Please no glass contain-
ers). With colder weather now here, hats, gloves, and scarves are also needed. The little red wagon will be in 
the Fellowship Hall that morning to receive your donation.  
 

 In order to plan properly, please make your reservation no later than 12:00 Noon, Monday, De-
cember 14, by signing the reservation sheets found in the Narthex or Java Stop OR you may call the church 
office at (434) 847-1251, and let us know that you plan to come, how  many will be in your party, and what 
food you will be bringing to share.  Come jingle ‘til you mingle! 

A Service of Lessons & Carols 
 

 On Sunday, December 11, we will have a 
service of "Lessons and Carols" to celebrate the 

Christmas season through song 
and scripture reading. This ser-
vice will feature several pieces 
of special music prepared by the 
Fort Hill Sanctuary Choir and 
guest musicians.  

 

 We hope you will be able to join us as we ex-
press the hope, love, joy, and peace of the Advent 
season together. Invite your family, neighbors and 
friends to join you for this special service. 

Christmas Eve Service Planned 
 

 A Christmas Eve Service of Holy Commun-
ion will be held in the church sanctu-
ary beginning at 5:00 p.m. on Decem-
ber 24.  This service will include a 
service of lights as we remember the 
coming light of Christ into the world 
on the first Christmas and the coming 
light of Christ into the world this 
Christmas. 

Christmas Day at  
Fort Hill 

 

 An informal service of Christ-
mas carols and message will be held 
on December 25 in the church Sanc-

tuary beginning at 10:30 a.m.  This service will in-
clude the singing of favorite Christmas carols as 
requested by worshipers.  There will be no Sunday 
School or Java Stop that morning. 

Advent Devotional Book 
Available 

 

 The Society of St.  Andrew has 
published a devotional book for Advent, 
and copies available in the Narthex if 
you would like one. Any donation to help 
offset the cost of printing the book, will be appreciat-
ed by the Society. 
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns 
 

 We are now listing our ongoing prayer concerns for those who are in nursing or rehab facilities or  
recovering at home.  Only immediate prayer concerns will be listed in the weekly bulletin.  Our current prayer  
concerns are as follows: 
 

Runk & Pratt (Forest)                 Heritage Green                   Others who need our prayers:  
     Jean Poindexter                              Doris Conner       Elizabeth Adams              Mary Murphy 
       Susan Akers              Brittany Roark                               
                         Bentley Commons           Frank Coleman                   Becky Spangler 
                             Charlie Loving                  Fred & Dodie Fauber          Kendra Toney 
                             Frances White                    Bryan & Lisa Garra  Meriel Wiley   
                                            Farrar Marsh    

Reflection 
 The journey of Advent marks the beginning of the Christian year.  Starting on the fourth Sunday preced-
ing Christmas, the season of Advent concludes with Christmas Day.  This year, the season of Advent begins on 
November 27, the earliest possible day, since Christmas Day is on a Sunday.  Advent is a time to reflect upon 
Jesus’ birth as the fulfillment of God’s promised Messiah as well as a time to reflect upon the promised return 
of Jesus as the risen Lord.  A journey of faith that leads both to the babe of Bethlehem and the Savior of the 
cross, Advent is the journey of becoming who God is calling us to become as we believe in Jesus the Messiah.   
 
 In his book Whistling in the Dark the late Frederick Buechner described the journey of Advent this way: 
 
THE HOUSE LIGHTS GO OFF and the footlights come on. Even the chattiest stop chattering as they wait in 

darkness for the curtain to rise. In the orchestra pit, the violin bows are poised. The con-
ductor has raised the baton.  
 
In the silence of a midwinter dusk there is far off in the deeps of it somewhere a sound so 
faint that for all you can tell it may be only the sound of the silence itself. You hold your 
breath to listen.  
 
You walk up the steps to the front door. The empty windows at either side of it tell you 
nothing, or almost nothing. For a second you catch a whiff in the air of some fragrance that 
reminds you of a place you've never been and a time you have no words for. You are 
aware of the beating of your heart.  
 
The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary mo-

ment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment.  
 
The Salvation Army Santa Claus clangs his bell. The sidewalks are so crowded you can hardly move. Exhaust 
fumes are the chief fragrance in the air, and everybody is as bundled up against any sense of what all the fuss 
is really about as they are bundled up against the windchill factor.  
 
But if you concentrate just for an instant, far off in the deeps of yourself somewhere, you can feel the beating of 
your heart. For all its madness and lostness, not to mention your own, you can hear the world itself holding its 
breath.  
 
 May the blessing of the Advent journey be your blessing.       -Marc 

         December Communion Offering to Benefit ICM 
 

     Each month, half of our communion offering helps us reach out to the needy in our commu-
nity.  This month, our offering will be given to Industrial & Commercial Ministries, a program that 
provides, upon request, trained volunteer chaplains for the workplace, to help employees, who 
are dealing with the tough issues that all employees have to face in today’s world.  Chaplains 
visit the facility, one day a week, and are on call, for emergency situations.  

     The other half of the communion offering will go into our Local Relief Fund, to help those who come to our 
doors looking for some type of assistance. Thank you for your generous gifts on Communion Sunday. 



Bits and Pieces 
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From Our Librarian . . .  
 

3,285 Bible Questions and Answers  
Emily Filipi – Wings Books, 1994  

 Who met her husband in a field?  Can you 
name the woman who killed a man 
with a nail?  Who told Paul of a plot to 
kill him?  If you like quizzes and puz-
zles, this book may be just what you 
need.  There are over 300 challenging 
puzzles drawn from both the Old and 
New Testaments.  Now you can test 
your skill, your memory, and your 

knowledge of the greatest story ever told!  The book 
has quite a variety of puzzles, including fill-in-the-
blank, matching puzzles, find the missing answer, true 
or false, and multiple choice.  You don’t have to be a 
biblical scholar; you don’t even have to cite chapter 
and verse – just get ready for hours of insight and en-
joyment.  Every puzzle is a revelation!  Here’s one for 
you; see if you can find the answer – Who built a fire 
under a tower and killed about a thousand people?  
(Check out Judges 9:48-49)  

A Word From Amos . . .  
 

 Hi, my Fort Hill family! This is Amos, your 
little church mouse, reporting in again!  
 

 I’ve been hanging around Fort Hill UMC for 
quite some time now - about 5 years, in fact, and 
I’ve seen a lot of people come and go. But there is 
one fellow who is here every Sunday 
early (unless he’s at the beach fish-
ing!), making sure doors are un-
locked, lights are on, handicap signs 
out on the sidewalk, etc. I’m talking 
about the head usher, Mike Thomp-
son! And that’s another thing he does 
- making sure there are ushers avail-
able to collect the offering each Sun-
day. He also serves as a greeter, handlng out bul-
letins to late arrivals. And if you see him walking 
up and down the aisles after the worship service 
starts, that’s because he is taking a headcount. 
And after the service, when most everyone has 
left, he is still here locking the doors and turning 
lights off! How fortunate Fort Hill is to have such a 
faithful servant! When you see him, be sure to 
thank him for the many ways he serves Fort Hill, 
and if he ever asks you to help usher on a Sunday, 
please do so! 
 

 I want to wish each of you a very Merry 
Christmas.  I hope you will get to spend time with 
your families - just like I plan to do. I have learned 
in my years hanging around Fort Hill, that families 
play a very important part in our lives.  And Fort 
Hill families seem to know that, because they care 
for, and show love for, each other.  But the best 
part of all is that we are all part of God’s family. 
Enjoy your holidays, and I will report in again in 
January!                 -Amos 

Fort Hill Continues to Help Perrymont 
 

 Fort Hill UMC  continues to be a vital presence 
at Perrymont Elementary School. Here is what the 
church has been supporting there: 
  

   ♦ American Education Week - we honored the 
Staff on November 16th, with an assortment of cook-
ies.   
 

    ♦ Perrymont’s Fruit and Vegetable program - If 
you have an hour on Wednesday and/or Friday to sort 
fruit or vegetables into teacher baskets, please let me 
know.   
 

     ♦ Partnership Breakfast – Rev Brown, Bonnie 
Kiger-Doney, and myself represented the Church at 
the annual Partnership Breakfast that was held on  
November 22nd.   
 

For December – Individual snowman mugs, filled with 
two hot cocoa drink packets and a candy cane, will be 
given to the Staff before they leave for winter break.   
 

Thank you to members of the congregation that con-
tribute financially to Perrymont.  Please continue to 
pray for the Staff and Students.   
 
Kim Beuerle 
Perrymont/Church Contact Person 

It’s An Open House! 
And you are invited! 

 

Please join Rico & Mindy Zelaya and family 
for a Blessing of the Home and a  

Christmas Open House   
on Sunday,  

December 18, 3-6 p.m.  
1132 Moreview Drive 

 

Good fellowship, lite refreshments and  
beautiful decorations  will make for a  

wonderful afternoon! 
 

A special guest  will be arriving  
between 5 & 6 p.m. 

Adults & children will not want 
 to miss this event! 



12/2   Mary Unrue 
12/4   Tommy Green 
12/4   Matt Connelly 
12/5   Nancy VanZant 
12/5   Jean Fielding 
12/5   Dwayne Grant 
12/6   Paul Cox 
12/7   Earl Wootton 
12/8   Paul Rogers 
12/9   Conner Kendrick 
12/9   Richard Kiger 

12/21  Rhett Kiger 
12/22  Greg Vincent 
12/22  Leigh Wrabley 
12/23  Wiley Green 
12/23  Wesley Duncan 
12/25  Cody Elliott 
12/26  Cheryl Napier 
12/27  Farrar Marsh 
12/27  Earl Mottley 
12/27  Melissa Sutor 
12/28  Barbara  Creasy 

12/18 Jackie Marks 
12/28  Hannah Coleman 
12/28  Brantley Seale 
12/29  Jack Robertson 
12/30  Betty Martin 
12/30  Delores Layne 
12/30  Sonny Minnick 
12/30  David Denny 
12/30  Macy Hamilton 
12/30  Kathryn Alvis 
12/31  Liz Coleman 

  If  your birthday or anniversary is not listed, it may be because we do not have the date in our 
data base. Please call the church office at 847-1251 with your information. 
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      Miscellaneous  

12/11  Clay Bourguignon 
12/11  Carly Bosiger 
12/13  Elizabeth Adams 
12/13  Lynn Cash 
12/16  Barbara Mayne 
12/18  Jimmy Thompson 
12/18  David Humphrey 
12/19  Dave Thomas 
12/20  Peggy Vannaman 
12/20  Robin Wrabley 
12/21  Cheryl Manning 

      December Anniversaries  
12/1   Rico & Mindy Zelaya              12 years 12/21 Greg & Octavia Starbuck      26 years 
 

12/7  Bubba & Carol Humphries      26 years             12/28  Earl & Mary Wootton          20 years

 We extend our 
sympathy to Betty 
Burford and family up-
on the death of her 
brother,  Warner Bur-
ford, on November 6. 

                      Poinsettia Orders Now Being Accepted 
 

     Once again, we are accepting orders for poinsettias for the Advent/Christmas season. 
If you give a plant, please plan for it to remain in place through Christmas Eve.   We 
will not be delivering leftover plants to shut-ins, as we do not have the personnel to 
do this, so please make arrangements to have your poinsettia(s) picked up after the Christmas Eve Service. 

Poinsettia Order 
$25.00 each - Make check payable to Fort Hill UMC and enclose with order 

Order deadline is December 4, 2022 
 

In memory of:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

□ I would rather give a gift for the Capital Improvement Fund in the amount of $_______________________ 
□ I will pick up after services  
 
Name_____________________________________________ Phone____________________________ 
 
Email__________________________________________________ 

 Thank you, to my Fort Hill church family and friends 
for the prayers, cards and phone calls I received, after the 
wreck I was in, in October.  I  am doing much better.                            
             -Grace and love, Joyce M Baker 
 

 Thank you once again for your thoughtfulness!  The cookies you 
shared were enthusiastically enjoyed by all of us at Perrymont Elemen-
tary school!          -Kathy Latham,Teacher of students with Special Needs 



Mini Cheese Ball Bites 
 

2 Tbsp. salted butter,  room  temperature 
8oz. Cream  cheese, room temperature 
2 tsp. fresh lemon juice 
1/8 tsp Worcestershire sauce 
1/8 tsp. hot sauce 
1/8 tsp. freshly ground pepper 
1/4 cup freshly shredded cheddar      
             cheese 
1/3 cup dried cranberries 
1/3 cup crushed nuts (almons,   
             pecans or walnuts) 
1/3 cup green onion, finely chopped 
12-15 pretzel sticks 
 

In a medium bowl, add the butter, cream cheese, lem-
on juice, Worcestershire sauce, hot sauce, and ground 
pepper Beat with an electric mixer until well combined 
and smooth. Stir in cheddar cheese. 
 

Use a spoon to divide the mixture into 12-15 table-
spoon-size portions. Dip your clean hands in a little bit 
of water and smooth each portion into a small ball.  
Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes (or as long as you 
want to in advance). Before serving, roll the balls in 
cranberries, nuts, parsley or green onion. Place a pret-
zel stick in each. Serve immediately. 
 

NOTE: The cheese balls can be made a day in ad-
vance. Make them as instructed, but don’t add the 
pretzels until right before serving. 

Christmas Salad 
 

1 pkg.  lime Jello 1 cup hot water 
1 cup cold water        1/2 can fruit cocktail, drained 
 

Mix and pour into dish and let congeal. 
 
1 pkg. lemon Jello       1 cu hot water 
1 cup cold water 1 pkg. cream cheese 
1 cup chopped nuts 
 

Blend and pour on top of first mixture after it has  
congealed. 
 
1 pkg. red Jello 1 cup hot water 
1 cup cold water        1/2 can fruit cocktail, drained 
 

Pour on top of second mixture after it has con-
gealed. (for Tupperware mold,  reduce amount of 
Jello and water.) 

Marinated Sirloin Tip Roast 
 

2 cloves garlic, minced      6 tsp. vegetable oil 
2 tbsp. brown sugar           6 tbsp. water 
2 tsp. ground ginger           1/2 cup soy sauce 
1 tsp. pepper         3 lb. sirloin tip roast 
 
Combine all ingredients in a large bowl. Place 
roast in marinade; cover an refrigerate overnight, 
turning several times. Place roast in a cooking 
bag with some of the marinade and cook until de-
sired doneness (about 1 hour for medium) at 
350º, or bake in a 375º oven in a roasting pan. 
Heat some marinade and serve over meat (can 
thicken with a little cornstarch, if desired). Serves 
8. 

Holiday Eggnog 
 

6 eggs    1 to 2 tbsp. rum flavoring 
1 cup sugar   1 qt. light cream (20%) 
1/2 tsp. salt    or Half &Half 
    Nutmeg 
 

In a large bowl,  beat  eggs until light and foamy. Add 
sugar and salt, beating until thick and lemon colored 
Stir in flavoring and cream.  Chill for at least 3 hours. 
Just before serving, springle with nutmeg. Yield: 12 
servings (about 1//2 cup each). 

Orange Snowballs 
 

2 3/4 cup vanilla wafer crumbs 
1 cup powdered sugar 
1/4 cup frozen orange juice, undiluted 
1/4 cup melted butter or margarine 
1 cup chopped nuts 
 

Mix and shape into balls.  Dip balls in icing and 
roll in fine coconut. Store in airtight containers. 
Will freeze well.  Makes about 3 1/2 dozen. 
 

Icing: 
2 tbsp. soft margarine or butter 
2 ups powdered sugar 
Enough milk to make a smooth spreading  
                                                         consistency 

Ham Delights 
 

1/4 lb. butter, softened           1 small onion, grated 
2 tsp.  Mustard    1 pkg. (20 count) rolls 
2 tbsp poppy seed  Sliced  ham 
2 tsp. Worcestershire   Sliced Swiss cheese 
 
Mix first 5 ingredients and spread on both sides of 
rolls. Top with sliced ham and cheese. Maybe refrig-
erated and frozen. Heat at 350º until cheese melts 
with foil over top. 
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Christmas Sugar Cookies 
 

1 1/2 cups sugar            1/2 tsp. almond flavoring 
1 cup real butter            2 1/2 cups flour 
1 egg              1 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. vanilla flavoring            1 tsp. cream of tartar 
 

Mix sugar and butter; mix in egg and flavorings. 
Measure flour by sifting. Blend dry ingredients; stir in. 
Refrigerate for 2 to 3 hours. Heat oven to 350º. Roll 
dough on lightly floured board and use any shape 
cookie cutters. Place cut out cookies on a lightly 
greased cookie sheet. Bake for 7 to 8 minutes. When 
cool, ice with the following: 
 
1 cup confectioners sugar      1/2 tsp. vanilla flavoring 
 
Add 4 tablespoons margarine and a little milk and 
cook on low, stirring constantly. Add red and green 
food color. Keep on stove while icing, stirring periodi-
cally. Decorate with sprinkles. 

Double Coconut Cake 
 

Cooking spray             
1 tbsp. cake flour            
2 14 cups sifted cake flour     
2 1/4 tsps. baking powder 
1/2 tsp.  Salt 
1 2/3 cups sugar 
1/3 cup butter,  softened 
2 large eggs 
1 (14oz.) can light coconut milk 
1 tbsp. vanilla extract 
Fluffy coconut frosting 
2/3 cups flaked sweetened coconut, divided 
 

Preheat oven to 350º. Coat 2 (9-inch) round cake-
pans with cooking spray; dust with 1 tablespoon 
flour. 
 

Combine 2 1/4 cups flour, baking powder, and salt, 
stirring with a whisk. Place sugar and butter in a 
large bowl; beat with a mixer at medium speed until 
well blended (for about 5 minutes). Add eggs, 1 at a 
time, beating well after each addition. Add flour mix-
ture and milk alternately to sugar mixture, beginning 
and ending with flour mixture. Stir in vanilla. 
 

Pour batter into prepare pans. Sharply tap the pans 
once on countertop to remove air bubbles. Bake at 
350º for 30minuts or until a wooden pick inserted in 
the center comes out clean. Cool in pans 10 
minutes o wire racks, and remove from pans, Cool 
completely on wire racks. 
 

Place one cake layer on a plate; spread with 1 cup 
Fluffy Coconut Frosting. Sprinkle with 1/3 cup coco-
nut. Top with remaining cake layer; spread remain-
ing frosting over top and side of cake. Sprinkle 1/3 
cup coconut over top of cake. Store cake loosely 
covered in refrigerator. 
 
Icing: 
3 ups heavy cream           1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1/2 tsp. coconut extract     1/3 cup sugar 
 

Beat cream, vanilla, and coconut extract at medium 
–high speed with an electric mixer 1 to 2 minutes or 
until foamy. Gradually add sugar, beating 2 minutes 
or until stiff peaks form. (Do not overbeat.) 

Caramel Cashew Haystacks 
 

1 can chow mein noodles    
1 lb. white chocolate coating 
Salted cashews 
Sprinkles (red, green, or mix) 
Caramel bites 
 

Melt chocolate in microwave. Add oodles, cashews, 
caramel bites and drop by spoonfuls on wax paper. 
Top with sprinkles. 

Gingerbread 
 

4 level tbsp. sugar              1 egg 
4 level tbsp. butter              4 tbsp. molasses 
1/2 level tsp. soda              4 tbsp.  Milk 
1 level tsp. ginger               1 level tsp. baking powder 
1 level tsp. cinnamon         1 level cup flour 
 

Break egg into a bowl and beat for 2 minutes. Then 
add the ingredients in the order named and beat thor-
oughly. Drop into well greased pans or into cake 
pans. Bake a minutes in moderate (350º) oven. Cool 
completely. 
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Gratitude Advent Calendar 
 

This is a Season to be Beautifully Grateful.  Do an Act of Kindness each day of Advent and be grateful for the 
ability to perform that kindness. 
 

December 1     Write a thank you note to someone special 
December 2     Give flowers to someone you love 
December 3        Leave a post-it-note on a mirror that says “You are Beautiful” or any other positive thought 
December 4     Pay for the person’s coffee behind you in the café/drive thru line. 
December 5     Cook a dinner for the one(s) you love or someone in need 
December 6     Volunteer your time or make a donation to those less fortunate 
December 7     List 5 things that you are GRATEFUL for today  
December 8     Open a door for someone today 
December 9       Smiles are contagious; spread yours around, even with mask, someone can see the twinkle 

in your eye 
December 10 Write yourself a love letter – about all the things you love and are thankful for about YOU. 
December 11 Place flowers on the doorstep of a neighbor anonymously 
December 12 Let 5 people know how thankful you are that they are in your life. 
December 13 Compliment a stranger 
December 14 Compliment yourself 
December 15 Have some ME Time – doing what you love 
December 16 Plant something to say THANK YOU  to the earth 
December 17 Donate clothing to a charity 
December 18 Forgive those who have hurt you and send them Love 
December 19 Show thanks to your body by moving that body in any form 
December 20 Give someone a big hug - virtually 
December 21 Reach out to someone you haven’t connected to in a while 
December 22 LET GO – release all the negativity that is holding you back with ease and grace 
December 23 Notice and be thankful for all the goodness around the world 
December 24 Celebrate life’s joys and beauty with friends and family 
DECEMBER 25 Merry Christmas 

Advent Activities 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Nov.27 
Peanut Butter 

28 Instant 
         Coffee 

29 Instant 
      Creamer 

30  Peanut              
             Butter 

 Dec. 1  
Stuffing  Mix    

2 Boxed  
      potatoes 

3 Macaroni       
     and cheese 

4  Canned  
          Fruit 

5 Canned                                
      tomatoes 

6 Canned                   
         tuna 

7  Dessert                    
          mix 

8 Jar of                          
      applesauce 

9Canned 
sweet potatoes 

10 Cran-
berry sauce 

11 Canned  
           beans               

12 Box of   
        crackers 

13 Package    
            of rice 

14 Package  
       of  oatmeal 

15 Package  
          of pasta 

16 Spaghetti     
            sauce 

17 Chicken  
       noodle soup 

18 Tomato 
             soup 

19 Can of 
            corn 

20 Can 
mixed veggies 

21 Canned                            
           carrots 

22  Can   
     green beans 

23 Box of  
         cereal 

24 Can of 
         chili 

25 26 27 28 29Each day 
add an item to 
a box 

30Donate the 
box of food to a 
Food Bank 

31Or give to 
our Blessing 
Box 

ADVENT CALENDAR  Nov./Dec. 2022 
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December 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

4 
 

Holy  
Communion 

5 6 
 
 
 

 
7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

7 
 
 

 
7:00 Celebra-
tion Ringers 
rehearsal 

8 9 10 
 
 
12:00 UMW 
Christmas 
luncheon at 
Charley’s 

11 
 
 

 
6:00 Joint SS 
Class Christ-
mas dinner at 
Stonegate 

12 
 

11:00 Finance       
        Committee 

13 
 
 
 
 

7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

14 
 
 
 

7:00 Celebra-
tion Ringers 
rehearsal 

15 
 

9:30 JOY Team   
             meeting 

16 17 

18 
No Java Stop 
 
9:00 Jingle 
Mingle Break-
fast,  FH 
 
No 
Sunday 
School 

19 20 
 
 
 

 
7:00 Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

21 22 23 24 
 

 
 
 
5:00 Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 
No 
Sunday 
School 

26 27 28 
 

 
 

 

29 30 
 
End of year 
contributions 
due by 12 Noon 

31 

 

    Church Office Closed 

In-Person Worship Each Sunday  
@ 10:30 a.m. 

Java Stop 8:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 

Staffed Nursery Available 
9:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

 



THE BOX SCORE 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the Lord!’”  Psalm 122:1 

 

Average worship attendance in 2021  - 123 
Average worship attendance as of Nov. 20 2022 - 113 

NOTE:  This attendance is for in-person & online  
Worship beginning January 1, 2022 

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse . . . And put me 
to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open 
the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an  

overflowing blessing.”   Malachi 3:10 
 

BRIEF OPERATING FUND REPORT 
Your first line of giving — mission and ministry! 

      Budget for 2022 as approved by the Church  
                             Council is: $407,499 
 

We need an average of $7,836.52 per week to meet  
this budget.  

 

As of 47 weeks, our weekly receipts  
have averaged $7,061.76 

Thank you for your support of the mission  
and ministry of your church! 

From the Hill  
is a publication of Fort Hill United Methodist Church,  
106 Oakridge Boulevard, Lynchburg, VA 24502-1308 

Phone:  434-847-1251           Fax:  434-847-2536 
 

Times of Worship 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Staffed nursery provided from 9:15 a.m..- 12:00 Noon 

 

Rev. Marc D. Brown, Pastor 
marcbrown@forthillumc.com 

Brown5129@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Janet D. Hawkins, Minister of Visitation 
tuned2joy02@gmail.com 

 

Jacob Dishman, Director of Music & Communications 
      jacob.dishman@gmail.com  

 

Timothy G. Chappell 
Audio Visual Technician 
larkinwolf@yahoo.com 

 

Jeanette Seale, Administrative Assistant 
secretary@forthillumc.com 

 
Crystal Womack, Nursery Attendant 

Crystal.womack72@yahoo.com 
 

Rev. Denise Bates, District Superintendent 
Phone:  434-832-0401 

 

The Rev. Sharma Lewis,  Bishop,  Richmond, VA 
Phone:  1-800-768-6040 

 

“Fort Hill United Methodist Church seeks to nurture 
God’s people so they can 

CONNECT, GROW and SERVE.” 
           -Fort Hill UMC Vision Statement 

      Miscellaneous  
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UMW Reading Program Underway 
 

 Did you know anyone can participate in the 
Reading Program?  You do not have to be a member of 
UMW.  Many of the participating books are located in 
our Church Library in the bookcase to the right as you 
enter the Library, or at your local library.   
 

 For December, we will be reading and discuss-
ing, Dinner by Candlelight (Advent) by Kevin Louise 
Schnaer.  Copies of the book are available in the 
church or local library.  
 

 The following is a list of books the Fort Hill 
UMW have selected for study this year: 
 
December Dinner by Candlelight (Advent) 
          By Kevin Louise Schaner 
January  The Leavers (a novel)          By Lisa Ko 
 
February No Justice:  One White Police Officer, One Black 
        Family, and How One Bullet Ripped Us Apart 
          By Robbie Tolan & Lawrence Ross 
March              My Little Golden Book About Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
                                  By Shana Corey 
April  One Dress, One Year: One Girl’s Stand Against 
        Human Trafficking          By Bethan Wiriz 
May  They Call Me Guero 
       By David Bowles 
June  January First: A Child’s Descent into Madness 
  and Her Father’s Struggle to Save Her 
       By Michael Schofield 

Want to Make a Final 2022 
Contribution to the Church? 

 

     All final contributions to the church for 2022, should 
be brought to the church office no later than 12:00 
Noon on Friday, December 30, in order for your gift to 
be reflected on your 2022 giving record.  Gifts re-
ceived in the mail after that date and time, will not be 
deposited until Tuesday, January 3, 2023 and there-
fore will be reflected on your 2023 giving record. 

2023 Giving Envelopes Available 
Starting December 18 

 

          Your box of offering envelopes for 2023 will be 
available in the Welcome Center, beginning Sunday, 
December 18.  Please be sure to pick up your box, 
saving the church the cost of mailing them to you 
(appx. $5.00 per box). 
      
     If  you have not been receiving envelopes and 
would like to be included in 2023, please notify the 
church office, at least a week prior to December 18. 
 

Note:  Please do not use your 2023 envelopes until 
January 1 as you most likely will have a new envelope 
number.   
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Worship Time: 
9:00 a.m. Online Worship 

10:30 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

Next newsletter deadline 
is  DECEMBER 15TH!  
Please submit SHORT 
articles by this date.  

Thank you! 

Special Thanksgiving & Christmas  
Offerings to be Received 

 

          Each year, the church receives a special Thanks-
giving and Christmas offering, which, in years past, has 
been used to help in any area where there is a shortfall 
of cash flow. 
 

 This year, the Finance Committee has decided 
that these special offerings should be divided between 
Food for Families and Interfaith Outreach Association, 
to help those who need food for the holidays or financial 
assistance for rent, utilities, etc. The Committee feels 
that meals and housing are very important items in our 
community, and that this would be one way of helping 
individuals and families receive nutritious food as well 
as provide a warm and safe place to gather for the holi-
days. 
 

          The Finance Committee hopes you will want to 
participate in helping our community in this way. As al-
ways, your gifts are very much appreciated!                                            

Online Blue Christmas Service  
to be Offered 

 

 A December 21 online Blue Christmas Wor-
ship Service will be offered for persons who feel at 
odds with, or estranged from, the general feeling of 
joy and happiness typically associated with Christ-
mas.  These may be people who have suffered a per-
sonal loss:  death of a loved 
one, divorce, illness, or job 
loss. The service seeks to 
offer comfort for them by re-
minding them they are not 
alone, and that their feelings 
are honored. 
 

 A Blue Christmas Worship Service is a con-
templative opportunity for the acknowledgement of 
human loss, while remembering that God’s love can 
find us as we search for comfort and hope.  The ser-
vice will include an opportunity to remember that Je-
sus, the Light of the World, shines even in the dark-
ness.  The service will include music and a message. 


